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Sunflower/ tare Heavy Metal 


By Sarick Matzen 

Dumbfounded, I watched the toxic 
sunflowers sail over the fence—seeds, heads, 
stalks, and all. It was one more comic moment 
in the struggle to bring phytoremediation, the 
use of green plants to clean up toxic soil, out of 
the laboratory and into the hands of backyard 
and community gardeners. I hopped the fence, 
collected the plants from the empty lot, and 
routed them towards their proper new home, 
Milwaukee’s lined landfill. 

Using sunflowers to clean lead out of soil 
has become popular in activist gardener 
circles, thanks in part to widely-publicized 
efforts by Common Ground volunteers in post- 
Katrina New Orleans. This past fall I visited 
two current phytoremediation (“fido-ree-mee- 
diation”) projects, and spoke with one of the 
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founders of the 2006 Common Ground 
sunflower campaign. These activists are 
tackling soil toxicity head-on by growing 
sunflowers in lead-contaminated soil, 
harvesting them after the plants have sucked 
up some of the heavy metal, and disposing of 
them like hazardous waste. With every crop 
the soil gets cleaner 

Low-tech, low-cost tools for Do-lt-YourselL 
soil remediation are desperately needed, and 
bioremediation might be the key: many plants, % 
mushrooms, and bacteria can be used to take - . 
up toxic metals like arsenic and mercury, and 
break down organic chemicals like pesticideS^-T~ . 
and diesel fuel. Traditional cleanup methods 
include removing toxic soil and putting it in a 
landfill or chemically washing it, techniques 
that are expensive, wasteful, and rarely benefit 
poor people. Lead in particular is a problem in 
urban areas where as much as twenty percent 
of children might face lower IQ’s, attention 
deficit disorders, and behavioral problems from 
high exposure. Furthermore, communities 
organizing to build food security need to 
restore soils full of leaded house paint, 
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stalks, and all. It was one more comic moment 
in the struggle to bring phytoremediation, the 
use of green plants to clean up toxic soil, out of 
the laboratory and into the hands of backyard 
and community gardeners. I hopped the fence, 
collected the plants from the empty lot, and 
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By Kermit 

! spend a lot of time thinking about the 
things that I choose to value and what those 
values actually look like as they interact with 
each other in my life. Ideally, the things I 
believe in are not like objects that I acquire, 
and set on a shelf, but things that I continue to 
pick up, turn over in my hands and engage 
with in some meaningful way. 

Too often it seems like shared aesthetic 
tastes become a kind of shorthand for shared 
values Rather than getting to know the people 
that we interact with, we rely on superficial 
codes to identify allies. The world that we want 
to live in often becomes defined as one that 
looks like our vision, rather than one that feels 
like our truth. It is easy to understand the 
appeal. When we express ourselves with the 
same language and interact in a similar 
cultural mode it is easier to avoid conflict on 
the surface of things. This is helpful on days 
when it is all we can do to put one foot in front 
of the other. The problem is that it is also 
easier to avoid the passion and processing 
that is attached to conflict, to decide that it is 


tackling soil toxicity head-on by growing 
sunflowers in lead-contaminated soil, 
harvesting them after the plants have sucked 
up some of the heavy metal, and disposing of 
them like hazardous waste. With every crop 
the soil gets cleaner. 

Low-tech, low-cost tools for Do-lt-Yourselt 
soil remediation are desperately needed, and ^ 
bioremediation might be the key: many plants, 
mushrooms, and bacteria can be used to take ,, 
up toxic metals like arsenic and mercury, and 
break down organic chemicals like pesticidef^T 
and diesel fuel. Traditional cleanup methods 
include removing toxic soil and putting it in 
landfill or chemically washing it, techniques 
that are expensive, wasteful, and rarely benefit" 
poor people. Lead in particular is a problem in 
urban areas where as much as twenty percent 
of children might face lower IQ’s, attention 
deficit disorders, and behavioral problems from 
high exposure. Furthermore, communities 
organizing to build food security need to 
restore soils full of leaded house paint, 
gasoline, and battery remains. 

Phytoremediation is not new, but •' 

Continued on page 10 
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your-face tactics like the ones held on fossil 
fools day are particularly effective because 
they are decentralized and diverse In 2008 
there were about 150 actions on four 
continents. Just a few folks can organize a 
modest action with funny signs, disguises, and 
gags like folks in Edinburgh, Scotland, where a 
group of clowns invaded supermarkets to try to 
locate the elusive Scottish banana to point out 
the absurdity of using fossil fuels to fly food to 
Scotland in the middle of winter. In Berkeley 
last year, a handful of us had a bike oarade to 














































By Kermit 

! spend a !ot of time thinking about the 
things that I choose to value and what those 
values actually look like as they interact with 
each other in my life. Ideally, the things I 
believe in are not like objects that I acquire, 
and set on a shelf, but things that I continue to 
pick up, turn over in my hands and engage 
with in some meaningful way. 

Too often it seems like shared aesthetic 
tastes become a kind of shorthand for shared 
values Rather than getting to know the people 
that we interact with, we rely on superficial 
codes to identify allies. The world that we want 
to live in often becomes defined as one that 
looks like our vision, rather than one that feels 
like our truth. It is easy to understand the 
appeal. When we express ourselves with the 
same language and interact in a similar 
cultural mode it is easier to avoid conflict on 
the surface of things. This is helpful on days 
when it is all we can do to put one foot in front 
of the other The problem is that it is also 
easier to avoid the passion and processing 
that is attached to conflict, to decide that it is 
not possible to find a point of connection with 
those whose words and actions trigger us. 

When we assume that someone else’s truth 
should look like ours, we become grotesque — 
we begin to build a system of morality that 
separates right thinking' people from ‘wrong 
headed' ones and inhibits our ability to 
understand people who are not like us. This is 
true among conservatives and reactionaries, 
but it is also true in radical circles. The vast 
majority of mass social movements, whether 
political or religious, have worked to deny or 
minimize facts that don’t conform to their Truth. 
The channels of power put in place to do this, 
no matter how well intentioned, almost always 
lead to abuse and the dehumanization of 
people defined as enemies. When we state, as 
radicals or anarchists, that we want to create a 
better world, free from domination, and begin 
to build an aesthetic vision of what that world 

Continued on page 18 



By PB Floyd 

Fossil Fools day — Wednesday, April 1 — is 
your chance to put climate change back on the 
agenda by organizing and participating in 
creative, decentralized, inspired protests, 
blockades, street theater and organized pranks 
on the fossil fuel industry. With all the media 
hype about the world economic collapse, it can 
be hard to remember that something more 
important than banks and auto companies is at 


grave risk — the planet's ecological balance is 
on the line. Politicians are rushing to spend 
trillions of dollars to restore profits and 
economic growth, but pitifully little is being 
done to break the human addiction to fossil 
fuels. Thousands of people will rise up with 
simultaneous actions on April 1 to try to re¬ 
focus attention on the real global crisis. 

Pull a prank that packs a punch 

Actions using non-trad i tion a I, funny-yet-in- 


your-face tactics like the ones held on fossil 
fools day are particularly effective because 
they are decentralized and diverse In 2008 
there were about 150 actions on four 
continents. Just a few folks can organize a 
modest action with funny signs, disguises, and 
gags like folks in Edinburgh, Scotland, where a 
group of clowns invaded supermarkets to try to 
locate the elusive Scottish banana to point out 
the absurdity of using fossil fuels to fly food to 
Scotland in the middle of winter. In Berkeley 
last year, a handful of us had a bike parade to 
gas stations which required hardly any 
organizing, time or money, but which was 
really effective in making people stop and think 
about fossil fuel consumption. Better 
organized folks tried more disruptive actions 
like the numerous blockades of coal-fired 
power plants last year. 

Fossil fools day is a do-it-yourself 
opportunity — you don’t have to join some big 
structure or have a lot of fancy credentials — 
you can just gather your friends and get to it. In 
a world exhausted by boring, soulless protest 
rituals that are easily ignored, humor is a 
powerful weapon. Big corporations may 
control the media and the government, but 
saying something in a funny or unusual way 
can break through the static, complacency and 
hopelessness. Especially at this time of 

Continued on page 12 
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Slingshot is an independent radical newspaper 
published in Berkeley since 1988. 

Making this issue was an exciting yo-yo. During 
editing weekend there were a dozen people and a 
lot of good articles actually turned in on time! But 
then a week later right before layout started, it 
„ i looked like just a handful of us were available to do 
20 pages Imagine our collective surprise when an 
overflow crowd of people showed up from all 
directions to make the paper happen in terrific style 
— some people we already knew and a bunch of 
folks whom we had the pleasure of meeting for the 
first time. 

How many people out there may be looking for 
opportunities to plug into collective projects like 
i/ # publishing SlingShoP Sometimes it can feel like 
ihere’s barely enough energy to keep a handful of 
alternative projects afloat, but just below the surface 
there are hidden reservoirs of energy just aching to 
express themselves. Like throwing a message in a 
bottle into the ocean, we need to take the risk of 
seeking community, engagement and action And 
we hope this applies to direct actions of all kinds, 
not just publishing zines. 

The protests that turned into riots to protest the 
murder of Oscar Grant could be a preview of things 
to come this year. People are straining on the 
sidewalks, ready to take the street. If you’ve been 
imagining building that community garden, starting 
that free clinic, carrying that sign or erecting that 
barricade, this is the year to turn your dream into 
reality 

• • • 

We had an unusually large number of article 
submissions for this issue and had to cut a number 
of them because there wasn’t enough space. In the 
computer age, less and less materials get physically 
I published on paper — where physical space is a 
limitation — and more and more writing ends up on¬ 
line, where length is irrelevant. The collective 
discussed whether it would make sense to publish a 
shadow on-line edition containing articles we 
received but didn’t include in the paper edition due 
to space considerations. The discussion felt funny. 
We don’t want radical print publications to be 
entirely replaced by the internet, but we don’t want 
to stick our heads in the sand and refuse to engage 
with other forums for distributing information. Let us 
know what you think. As an experiment, if you look 
at the on-line edition of this paper, you’ll see a few 

ortif'lfie nrinl 



By KP 

Wild woman warrior, defender of the earth, 
witch, pa§an juju conjurer, biker owl, office 
queen, Berkeley Mardi Gras frog priestess 
Sequoia, we will miss you! You have gone to 
the other side on Oct. 20, two months after 
being diagnosed with myelomic leukemia. 

Sequoia loved grand entrances, roaring up 
on her motorcycle to the doorstep of the 
Pacific Lumber office, or into a crowd of 
several thousand people at a Headwaters 
Forest rally, in full spotted owl get-up, wings on 
the handlebars and huge clawed feet on the 
pegs. Grand exits worked for her too. One of 
the most hilarious Sequoia stories involved an 
incident following a successful civil 
disobedience action atop Mt. Graham following 
a 1992 Earth First! Rendezvous at the 
telescope sites being imposed on the 
mountain. Somehow, in the negotiations 
around the blockaders avoiding arrest after we 
occupied the site all day, Sequoia managed to 
throw in a ride down the mountain (bad knee, 
you know) — but not in a vehicle — we were 
beyond vehicle access — but on the shoulders 
of the deputy sheriff! She cackled and reveled 
in riding the deputy the whole 2 miles down the 
mountain. To this day, I don’t know what 
possessed that deputy to say yes (Kali magic, I 
think). 

Mischief and magic were her calling cards, 
whether sneaking around in the dark to yank 
down the drawers of Dana Lyons from behind 
as he sang a slow and sensitive song at an 
Earth First! campfire, or suddenly appearing as 
the goddess Kali in full juju regalia as for a 
march into the uranium mine site at the Grand 
Canyon to shut it down. 

Sequoia was an amazing seamstress/tailor, 
fashioning costumes for actions and but also 
floats and wicked finery for Berkeley’s 
wingnutty celebration of Mardi Gras and for 
Samhain. Her favorites guises for cloaking 


California. Even we were surprised when 
Sequoia leaned into the mic at the lectern and 
said to the assembled Fish and Game officials 
and scores of hunters in the audience. “I have 
a gun I know how to use it I've used it 
successfully to defend myself, and I’m a very 
good shot. I live in Mendocino County, and if I 
ever see any of you hunting mountain lions 
where I live, you’ll be in my sights” 
Thundering ovation from our side, and gasps 
from the opposition and mainstream groups 

During protests in Seattle in 1999 against 
the World Trade Organization, she was the 
oldest, loudest and most opinionated member 
of the generally youthful Wingnut cluster of 
East Bay affinity groups Each time she saw a 
cloud of tear gas, she wanted to go straight to 
where the action was. 

She embraced biocentrism as passionately 
as she embraced her motorcycle, and brought 
lessons learned from her earlier life 
experiences — her witchiness, her tough biker 
persona, and her organizational skills that 
made her an excellent office maven at the 
Cove Mallard Forest Defense and base camp 
mama during tree-sits on Georgia-Pacific land 

She was also a key person in the women’s 
movement in LA, and one of the first members 
of the Susan B. Anthony Coven # 1, founded 
by Z Budapest in 1971. It seemed to me that 
it was too soon for this wild woman with the big 
red hair and outrageous open mouth cackle to 
pass over to the other side, but she showed 
remarkable wisdom, love of life, calm, and 
even humor when she explained to me that 
she felt settled and felt that a lot of her life 
goals — her bucket list, as it were — had been 
achieved. She was an accomplished potter, 
had a pilot’s license, jumped out of airplanes 
numerous times, traveled the world, mostly 
alone, biked thousands of miles, could fix 
almost anything on 2 wheels or 4 wheels, and 
was caring for the land she loved on 


fringed leather jacket with the full size 
mountain lion face sewn on the back was part 
of her alter at her memorial. But she didn't just 
dress up She became those wild species, who 
were her totems. She was a wild animal and a 
wild human. Those close to her knew she had 
an especially intense childhood and 
adolescence that made her very tough and 









seeking community, engagement and action And 
we hope this applies to direct actions of all kinds, 
not just publishing zines. 

The protests that turned into riots to protest the 
murder of Oscar Grant could be a preview of things 
to come this year. People are straining on the 
sidewalks, ready to take the street. If you’ve been 
imagining building that community garden, starting 
that free clinic, carrying that sign or erecting that 
barricade, this is the year to turn your dream into 
reality 

We had an unusually large number of article 
submissions for this issue and had to cut a number 
of them because there wasn’t enough space. In the 
computer age, less and less materials get physically 
published on paper — where physical space is a 
limitation — and more and more writing ends up on¬ 
line, where length is irrelevant. The collective 
discussed whether it would make sense to publish a 
shadow on-line edition containing articles we 
received but didn’t include in the paper edition due 
to space considerations. The discussion felt funny. 
We don’t want radical print publications to be 
entirely replaced by the internet, but we don’t want 
to stick our heads in the sand and refuse to engage 
with other forums for distributing information. Let us 
know what you think. As an experiment, if you look 
at the on-line edition of this paper, you’ll see a few 
articles that we didn’t print. 

We get lots of letters that we could have 
published, but many of them didn’t react to what we 
publish in very interesting ways. So we ended up 
cutting the letters section and publishing a page of 
obituaries, instead The lives described in the obits 
are messages to all of us about how to find meaning 
through resistance and action. 

We neglected to include an obituary of anarchist 
political prisoner, writer, painter, and jailhouse 
lawyer Harold H. Thompson who passed away, 
November 11th 2008, in the West Tennessee State 
Penitentiary May he finally be free. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors & independent thinkers to make this 
paper, if you send in something written, please be 
open to being edited. 

Editorial decisions are made by the Slingshot 
collective, but not all the articles reflect the opinions 
of all collective members. We welcome debate and 
constructive criticism. Please stop peeing in the 
drinking water. 

Thanks to all who made this: Asphalt. 
Cometbus, Compost, Crystal, Daisy, Dominique, 
Eggpiant, Ginger, Glenn, Gregg, Gerald Hunter, 
Julia. Justin, Kate, Kathryn, Kermit, Kerry, Lesley, 
Melissa, Memoria Colleciiva, PB, Samantha, 
Stephanie, Will. Xarique and all the authors and 
artists 
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a 1992 Earth First! Rendezvous at the 
telescope sites being imposed on the 
mountain. Somehow, in the negotiations 
around the blockaders avoiding arrest after we 
occupied the site all day, Sequoia managed to 
throw in a ride down the mountain (bad knee, 
you know) — but not in a vehicle — we were 
beyond vehicle access — but on the shoulders 
of the deputy sheriff! She cackled and reveled 
in riding the deputy the whole 2 miles down the 
mountain. To this day, I don’t know what 
possessed that deputy to say yes (Kali magic, I 
think). 

Mischief and magic were her calling cards, 
whether sneaking around in the dark to yank 
down the drawers of Dana Lyons from behind 
as he sang a slow and sensitive song at an 
Earth First! campfire, or suddenly appearing as 
the goddess Kali in full juju regalia as for a 
march into the uranium mine site at the Grand 
Canyon to shut it down. 

Sequoia was an amazing seamstress/tailor, 
fashioning costumes for actions and but also 
floats and wicked finery for Berkeley’s 
wingnutty celebration of Mardi Gras and for 
Samhain. Her favorites guises for cloaking 
herself were spotted owls, mountain lions and 
leopards. Also trees — she confronted then- 
Secretary of the Interior Don Hodel in 
Yosemite during a call to take down Hetch 
Hetchy dam as a redwood tree. Her black 
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Rick Christofferson died peacefully in his 
home, surrounded by friends on December 7, 
2008. Many people in Berkeley and the Long 
Haul knew him from his work with Berkeley's 
Needle Exchange Emergency Distribution. He 




Jennifer Futrel 


'CC 

’ Activist Jennifer Futrel, also known as Calico 
Future, died in her hometown of Louisville, KY 
on October 4 after being hit on her bicycle by an 
aggressive driver. From an early age, Jen was 
involved in activities to create a more cohesive 
and peaceful community. As a teenager, she 
participated in a youth-driven zine called BRAT 
and was a member of the progressive DIY 
community center, The Brick House, in 
. downtown Louisville. 

More recently, Jen became interested in 
cookina for activists. While participating in the 


fringed leather jacket with the full size 
mountain lion face sewn on the back was part 
of her alter at her memorial. But she didn’t just 
dress up She became those wild species, who 
were her totems. She was a wild animal and a 
wild human. Those close to her knew she had 
an especially intense childhood and 
adolescence that made her very tough and 
gave her an ability to defend herself as 
passionately as she defended the wild. 

Around 1987, we all went to hearings in the 
redneck city of Redding when we were fighting 
against trophy hunting of mountain lions in 


where the action was 

She embraced biocentrism as passionately 
as she embraced her motorcycle, and brought 
lessons learned from her earlier life 
experiences — her witchiness, her tough biker 
persona, and her organizational skills that 
made her an excellent office maven at the 
Cove Mallard Forest Defense and base camp 
mama during tree-sits on Georgia-Pacific land. 

She was also a key person in the women’s 
movement in LA, and one of the first members 
of the Susan B. Anthony Coven # 1, founded 
by Z Budapest in 1971. It seemed to me that 
it was too soon for this wild woman with the big 
red hair and outrageous open mouth cackle to 
pass over to the other side, but she showed 
remarkable wisdom, love of life, calm, and 
even humor when she explained to me that 
she felt settled and felt that a lot of her life 
goals — her bucket list, as it were — had been 
achieved. She was an accomplished potter, 
had a pilot’s license, jumped out of airplanes 
numerous times, traveled the world, mostly 
alone, biked thousands of miles, could fix 
almost anything on 2 wheels or 4 wheels, and 
was caring for the land she loved on 
Greenfield, as it cared for her. 

She noted in an interview published years 
ago that a phrase she always lived by was “tits 
to the wind ” So to you, Sequoia. May your tits 
always be to the wind. Viva Sequoia! 
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publish in very interesting ways. So we ended up 
cutting the letters section and publishing a page of 
obituaries, instead The lives described in the obits 
are messages to all of us about how to find meaning 
through resistance and action. 

We neglected to include an obituary of anarchist 
political prisoner, writer, painter, and jailhouse 
lawyer Harold H. Thompson who passed away, 
November 11th 2008, in the West Tennessee State 
Penitentiary May he finally be free. 

Slingshot is always looking for new writers, 
artists, editors, photographers, translators, 
distributors & independent thinkers to make this 
paper, if you send in something written, please be 
open to being edited. 

Editorial decisions are made by the Slingshot 
collective, but not all the articles reflect the opinions 
of all collective members. We welcome debate and 
constructive criticism. Please stop peeing in the 
drinking water 

Thanks to all who made this: Asphalt, 
Cometbus, Compost, Crystal, Daisy, Dominique, 
Eggpiant, Ginger, Glenn, Gregg, Gerald Hunter, 
Julia, Justin, Kate, Kathryn, Kermit, Kerry, Lesley, 
Melissa, Memoria Collectiva, PB, Samantha, 
Stephanie, Will, Xarique and all the authors and 
artists 

Slingshot New Volunteer Meeting 

Volunteers interested in getting involved 
with Slingshot can come to the new volunteer 
meeting on Sunday, March 8, 2009 at 4 p m. at 
the Long Haul in Berkeley (see below.) 

Article Deadline and Next Issue Date 

Submit your articles for issue 100 (!) by April 
11 2009 at 3 p.m. 

Volume 1, Number 99, Circulation 20,000 
Printed January 30.2009 

Slingshot Newspaper 

Sponsored by Long Haul 
3124 Shattuck Avenue. Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone: (510)540-0751 
slingshot@tao.ca • www.slingshot.tao.ca 


Rick Christofferson died peacefully in his 
home, surrounded by friends on December 7, 
2008. Many people in Berkeley and the Long 
Haul knew him from his work with Berkeley’s 
Needle Exchange Emergency Distribution. He 
was a most appropriate person to coordinate 
NEED’S needle distribution and harm reduction 
activities: A lifelong injection drug user, in and 
out of jail as a youngster and a wild, rambling 
soul, he got his shit together in his late forties, 
cleaned up, helped countless others in their 
recovery, then graduated from law school. 

For the past eight years, Rick channeled his 
expertise and drive into bringing NEED to a 
new level of organization and helped train a 
new, young generation of harm reduction 
workers. Rick was always a listener, 
questioning, respectful of almost everybody. 
At the exchange, clients adored him and 
respected his warmth, generosity, support and 
attention. 

At 59, Rick Christofferson was too young to 
die, but ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) 
struck him down just when he was beginning 
yet another of the many chapters of his life. 
He died completely on his own terms, 
surrounded with love, light and tons of dignity. 
We will all miss Rick’s company, his work, his 
compassion, and his stories. 


Secretary of the Interior Don Hodel in 
Yosemite during a call to take down Hetch 
Hetchy dam as a redwood tree. Her black 


Circulation Information 

Subscriptions to Slingshot are free to 
prisoners, low income and anyone in the USA 
with a Slingshot Organizer, or $1 per issue or 
for back issues Outside the Bay Area, we'll 
mail a free stack of copies of Slingshot to you if 
you give them out free. 
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redneck city of Redding when we were fighting to the wind ” So to you, Sequoia. May your tits 

against trophy hunting of mountain lions in always be to the wind. Viva Sequoia! 
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By CC 

' Activist Jennifer Futrel, also known as Calico 
Future, died in her hometown of Louisville, KY 
on October 4 after being hit on her bicycle by an 
aggressive driver. From an early age, Jen was 
involved in activities to create a more cohesive 
and peaceful community As a teenager, she 
participated in a youth-driven zine called BFRAT 
and was a member of the progressive DIY 
community center, The Brick House, in 
downtown Louisville. 

More recently, Jen became interested in 
cooking for activists. While participating in the 
2004 Democratic National Convention-to- 
Republican National Convention march put on 
by Seeds of Peace, Jen quickly switched from 
being a marcher to working in the kitchen This 
experience later inspired her to buy a diesel 
truck and trailer and convert them into the 
“Down Home Hospitality Cafe." Jen took her 
mobile kitchen on the Grassroots Caravan bike 
ride from Madison, Wl to the RNC in St. Paul in 
August of 2008. She fed and nurtured all of the 
participants on that ride with vegan food and her 
spirit of love and the passionate belief that 
change can happen. 

In an interview during that ride, Jen said, 
“Hospitality is a concept that can change the 
world. At its heart, a hospitable service or 
person provides their service to any or all 
comers . . There is no community without a 
hearth; there is no household without a hearth. 
That's the one most important element that can 
draw a group of people together and make them 
feel like family: eating together, being nourished 
with love.” 





According to the obituary printed in the 
Louisville paper, Jen was known to her friends 
and family as an avid musician, writer, cook, 
Dicyclist, activist, and organizer in Louisville's 
vibrant alternative community. An acquaintance 
said of Jen, “I always sought our random 
conversations for their unusual depth and, 
really, for her unusual honesty. She was an 
absolutely compelling person, and full of real 
courage.” 

Claiming as her heroes fellow Kentuckian 
Wendell Berry and Kurt Vonnegut, Jen once 
wrote that the person she would most like to 
meet is “anyone with a manifesto in their head 
and the courage to talk about it. Anyone that 
would rather speak inappropriately than not at 
all. Anyone that can hold their head up high and 
stand for something. Anyone who will fight by 
my side." 

















Anya and Daria 
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When we traveled to Russia this January, 
we learned that nine Russian cities held FNB 
solidarity actions to*protest the arrest of the 
RNC 8 at the Minneapolis Food Bombs house. 
Along with meals, Russian FNB groups 
protested with banners in front of US 
embassies and gave out literature denouncing 
the persecution of RNC 8 under the Patriot 
Act “We say NO to the repression of Food Not 
Bombs groups in USA! Freedom to our 
comrades r read the leaflets in Varonezh. a 
city in southwestern Russia. In Moscow, FNB 
activists were met with police violence and 
arrest 

This is solidarity blurring transnational 
boundaries, and uniting a movement across 
the world. Today our Russian comrades face 
repression, let’s stand up to support them! 

On New Years, FNB Russia held regional 
meetings across the country. We traveled from 
Berkeley to Moscow to meet with members of 
FNB from five Russian cities. We passed along 


experienced attacks, sometimes even fatal 
ones after serving meals. Groups of fascists 
are known for organized attacks on people of 
non-Slavic appearance, the poor, and the 
radical left. 

In 2008, FNB Russia organized a safe and 
solid communication strategy — the 
publication of a monthly zine. Eacn issue 
publishes reports on meais and radical actions 
from FN6 groups across Russia The zine 
supports the growth of FNB in smaller Russian 
cities by creating a sense of connection to the 
greater movement. Fourteen cities submitted 
material for the last issue, which came out in 
time for the regional meetings. It can be found 
at hippy.ru/print/fnbgaz7.pdf. 

* In addition to the constant threat of fascist 
violence, radical left groups struggle against 
state repression: “The Russian government 
supports the ultra-right, while antifascist views 
are violently repressed,” Lubava explains. “In 
many cities across Russia the law enforcement 


Gasparan [an Armenian man], in Saratov, on 
the 20th of October. Drunk police officers 
detained him for stealing. First they beat him, 
and then they poured kerosene all over him, 
and set him on fire They kicked his body until 
he died.’ When we returned to the Bay, we 
were horrified to learn about the murder of 
Oscar Grant by the BART police. Police 
violence is a transnational phenomenon, 
something we can stand against together. 

Oppression is always met with resistance. 
Russia’s growing Antifascist movement 
challenges neo-fascist and state violence. 
Antifascism unites many groups in Russia’s 
radical left — anarchists, punks, skinheads, 
hippies, vegans/animal rights activists, sXe — 
straightedge, hardcore, and others. 
Antifascists use diverse strategies to 
propagate anti-racist views: zine publications, 
independent media sources, art, theater 
performances, graffiti, direct action, and 


community organizing. There is a movement 
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the Seals.' Kiselev was our regional governor 
at the time... We held a contest in our city’s 
grade schools for the best drawing on the 
theme of defending baby seals. In April 2008 
we held a protest [against seal culling, where] 
... we handed out the children's drawings of 
seals.” This year, the Archangelsk animal 
rights activists achieved a temporary national 
ban on the culling of white baby seals. 

We noticed that sexism and homophobia 
are rampant in Russia. When we asked FNB 
activists about movements for LGBT and 
women's rights in their cities, the standard 
reply was “we don’t have any of that, there isn’t 
anytnmg to tell, we don't have any activists of 
that kind, no one is really interested.'' We did 
meet one active feminist, Natasha from FNB 
Saratov. Natasha is part of an anarcho- 
feminist art collective called VolgaGirrlz. They 
use mixed media to promote feminist ideas 
and issues. VolgaGirrlz shot a short film about 
housewives leaving the boundaries of their 
kitchen becomina cosmonauts, and exploring 
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Anya and Daria 

When we traveled to Russia this January, 
we learned that nine Russian cities held FNB 
solidarity actions to*protest the arrest of the 
RNC 8 at the Minneapolis Food Bombs house. 
Along with meals, Russian FNB groups 
protested with banners in front of US 
embassies and gave out literature denouncing 
the persecution of RNC 8 under the Patriot 
Act “We say NO to the repression of Food Not 
Bombs groups in USA! Freedom to our 
comrades r read the leaflets in Varonezh. a 
city in southwestern Russia. In Moscow, FNB 
activists were met with police violence and 
arrest 

This is solidarity blurring transnational 
boundaries, and uniting a movement across 
the world. Today our Russian comrades face 
repression, let’s stand up to support them! 

On New Years, FNB Russia held regional 
meetings across the country. We traveled from 
Berkeley to Moscow to meet with members of 
FNB from five Russian cities. We passed along 
a lovely package of photos, videos, and zines 
from SF FNB and the Long Haul. Some 
activists asked us — When you return, tell all 
the activists you know about the repression we 
face. Stay in touch, help us form supportive 
relationships with FNB in the US. These are 
our observations about repression and 
resistance in Russia' 

We noticed a growing nationalist sentiment 
in Russian daily life. There is a new metro 
station opening in Moscow, it’s called The 
Slavic Boulevard. The newly designed metro 
train is called The Russian. Within the Russian 
ultra right-wing circles, the line between 
nationalism and neo-fascism is barely 
discernable. The difference is especially blurry 
on days like November 4th, the Day of 
National Unity, when the right-wing citizens 
march through Russia’s main streets. They 
give Nazi salutes and chant — Glory to 
Russia! Russia for Russians! This 
phenomenon is called the Russian March, and 
it began recently in 2005. 

We learned a lot about neo-fascism and 
xenophobia from Lubava, an activist who 
helped organize the FNB regional meeting in 
Moscow. “Attacks on immigrants occur daily; 
we hear about several nationalism-motivated 
murders every day,” she said The week 
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experienced attacks, sometimes even fatal 
ones after serving meals. Groups of fascists 
are known for organized attacks on people of 
non-Slavic appearance, the poor, and the 
radical left. 

In 2008. FNB Russia organized a safe and 
solid communication strategy — the 
publication of a monthly zine. Eacn issue 
publishes reports on meais and radical actions 
from FN6 groups across Russia The zine 
supports the growth of FNB in smaller Russian 
cities by creating a sense of connection to the 
greater movement. Fourteen cities submitted 
material for the last issue, which came out in 
time for the regional meetings. It can be found 
at hippy.ru/print/fnbgaz7.pdf. 

* In addition to the constant threat of fascist 
violence, radical left groups struggle against 
state repression: “The Russian government 
supports the ultra-right, while antifascist views 
are violently repressed,” Lubava explains. “In 
many cities across Russia the law enforcement 
and neo-Nazis work together.” FNB Saratov 
says “... the local police force is closely tied to 
fascist groups... when antifascists are detained 
by the police, the kids have it really bad. 
They’re beaten, questioned, and tortured.” 
Antifascists in Minsk, Belarus write about 
repression in Russia: "The governing bodies 
interfere with anarchist and antifascist actions 
and concerts, detain and beat up activists, out 
when it comes to the neo-Nazis... the police 
either let them go without serious 
consequences or don’t pursue them at all. In 
Russia, the government and neo-Nazism are 


Gasparan [an Armenian man], in Saratov, on 
the 20th of October. Drunk police officers 
detained him for stealing. First they beat him, 
and then they poured kerosene all over him. 
and set him on fire They kicked his body until 
he died.’ When we returned to the Bay, we 
were horrified to learn about the murder of 
Oscar Grant by the BART police. Police 
violence is a transnational phenomenon, 
something we can stand against together. 

Oppression is always met with resistance. 
Russia’s growing Antifascist movement 
challenges neo-fascist and state violence. 
Antifascism unites many groups in Russia’s 
radical left — anarchists, punks, skinheads, 
hippies, vegans/animal rights activists, sXe — 
straightedge, hardcore, and others. 
Antifascists use diverse strategies to 
propagate anti-racist views: zine publications, 
independent media sources, art, theater 
performances, graffiti, direct action, and 
community organizing. There is a movement 
for militant resistance within antifascism, called 
Antifa. Members of the Antifa organize non- 
hierarchal groups that practice street fighting, 
as a self-defense strategy against fascist 
attack. 

We learned of other forms of resistance. 
One of the Moscow FNB activists we met 
works with the direct action art group Voina 
(War). Voina commemorated the last 
anniversary of the October Revolution (Nov 
7th) by scaling the famous Hotel Ukraina with 
a green laser, and projecting a 12 story skull 
and crossbones across the Moscow River and 



the Seals.’ Kiselev was our regional governor 
at the time... We held a contest in our city’s 
grade schools for the best drawing on the 
theme of defending baby seals. In April 2008 
we held a protest [against seal culling, where] 
... we handed out the children’s drawings of 
seals.” This year, the Archangelsk animal 
rights activists achieved a temporary national 
ban on the culling of white baby seals. 

We noticed that sexism and homophobia 
are rampant in Russia. When we asked FNB 
activists about movements for LGBT and 
women’s rights in their cities, the standard 
reply was “we don’t have any of that, there isn’t 
anytnmg to tell, we don’t have any activists of 
that kind, no one is really interested.” We did 
meet one active feminist, Natasha from FNB 
Saratov. Natasha is part of an anarcho- 
feminist art collective called VolgaGirrlz. They 
use mixed media to promote feminist ideas 
and issues. VolgaGirrlz shot a short film about 
housewives leaving the boundaries of their 
kitchen, becoming cosmonauts, and exploring 
the far reaches of the universe. You can watch 
it at voiga-girrlz.livejournal.com. Other women 
we met were not in organized feminist groups, 
but they were vocal about feminism and 
women’s rights within their own lives. 

Attempts to organize for LGBT rights in 
Moscow have been met with institutional and 
civil disapproval and violence. Lubava 
participated Pride-Moscow 2007: “150 LGBT 
people gathered in front of Moscow City Hall. 
Police officers, fascists, and Orthodox 
Christian extremists violently beat not only the 
Russian LGBT, but the attending deputies of 
the Euro Parliament as well... Slogans like NO 
to LGBT Discrimination’ were labeled as 
homosexual propaganda in all mass media 
resources.” Today, all gay pride parades are 
prohibited by the Moscow mayor. Despite the 
violence and the bans, those that are active in 
the decidedly underground LGBT movement 
continue to organize They find that ties with 
international LGBT organizations are very 
supportive. 

Please support FNB in Russia. Form a 
relationship of mutual aid with a FNB chapter 
in a Russian city! Start up regular contact, 
exchange photos, videos, news. Plan solidarity 
actions! Share your political strategies, and 
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the activists you know about the repression we 
face. Stay in touch, help us form supportive 
relationships with FNB in the US. These are 
our observations about repression and 
resistance in Russia 1 

We noticed a growing nationalist sentiment 
in Russian daily life. There is a new metro 
station opening in Moscow, it’s called The 
Slavic Boulevard. The newly designed metro 
train is called The Russian. Within the Russian 
ultra right-wing circles, the line between 
nationalism and neo-fascism is barely 
discernable. The difference is especially blurry 
on days like November 4th, the Day of 
National Unity, when the right-wing citizens 
march through Russia’s main streets. They 
give Nazi salutes and chant — Glory to 
Russia! Russia for Russians! This 
phenomenon is called the Russian March, and 
it began recently in 2005. 

We learned a lot about neo-fascism and 
xenophobia from Lubava, an activist who 
helped organize the FNB regional meeting in 
Moscow. “Attacks on immigrants occur daily; 
we hear about several nationalism-motivated 
murders every day," she said. The week 
before our arrival, the market where Lubava 
buys* produce for FNB was bombed, Lubava 
believes markets are targeted with violence 
because the vendors are primarily immigrants 
and Russian people of color. [*lt is common 
for Russian FNB groups to buy food out of 
their own pockets or to steal it; there is so little 
surplus food that donations and dumpster 
diving yield no results]. 

Each FNB activist we met cited the neo- 
fascist movement as a major threat to the 
radical left in their city. FNB Chelyabinsk 
explained that FNB groups cannot freeiy use 
the internet to share information about 
cooknouses or meals. If they post information 
about locations, they risk being targeted by 
fascist groups in their homes or being met by a 
gang of fascists at their servings In 
Yekaterinburg, there have been instances 
where neo-Nazis have threatened to disrupt 
FNB meals Additional activists had to 
accompany FNB meals so that nothing went 
down.” in St. Petersburg, FNB activists have 


by the police, the kids have it really bad. 
They’re beaten, questioned, and tortured.” 
Antifascists in Minsk, Belarus write about 
repression in Russia: “The governing bodies 
interfere with anarchist and antifascist actions 
and concerts, detain and beat up activists, out 
when it comes to the neo-Nazis... the police 
either let them go without serious 
consequences or don’t pursue them at all. In 
Russia, the government and neo-Nazism are 


as a self-defense strategy against fascist 
attack. 

We learned of other forms of resistance. 
One of the Moscow FNB activists we met 
works with the direct action art group Voina 
(War). Voina commemorated the last 
anniversary of the October Revolution (Nov 
7th) by scaling the famous Hotel Ukraina with 
a green laser, and projecting a 12 story skull 
and crossbones across the Moscow River and 



one in the same. This promotes the 
continuation of attacks and murders. In 
October, Feodor Filatov was murdered on the 
doorstep of his own apartment; he was one of 
the Tounders of the skinhead-antifascist 
movement in Moscow." 

On the 20th of December, Saratov held a 
solidarity action against police violence: "... we 
hung a six meter banner across our bridge that 
reac POLICE MURDER. NOT ONLY IN 
GREECE.’ We gave out leaflets. One side 
talked about the murder of Alexander 
Grigoropoulos. We won’t forget him. The other 
side talked about the murder of Armen 


on to the Russian parliament building. We 
think they chose the jolly roger to symbolize 
anarchy and piracy, as well as the toxic 
government located inside. 

Activists from FNB Archangelsk work closely 
with the animal rights movement. Archangelsk 
is a northern city on the coast of the White 
Sea, where baby seals are culled for their fur. 
Tasya of FNB Archangelsk told us about their 
anti-fur actions: “In February, radical activists 
blocked the entrance to the regional 
administration building, by chaining 
themselves to the doors. Others unfurled a 
banner that read ‘Kiselev, Save the Lives of 


we met were not in organized Teminist groups, 
but they were vocal about feminism and 
women’s rights within their own lives. 

Attempts to organize for LGBT rights in 
Moscow have been met with institutional and 
civil disapproval and violence. Lubava 
participated Pride-Moscow 2007 ‘150 LGBT 
people gathered in front of Moscow City Hall. 
Police officers, fascists, and Orthodox 
Christian extremists violently beat not only the 
Russian LGBT, but the attending deputies of 
the Euro Parliament as well... Slogans like NO 
to LGBT Discrimination’ were labeled as 
homosexual propaganda in all mass media 
resources.” Today, all gay pride parades are 
prohibited by the Moscow mayor. Despite the 
violence and the bans, those that are active in 
the decidedly underground LGBT movement 
continue to organize They find that ties with 
international LGBT organizations are very 
supportive. 

Please support FNB in Russia. Form a 
relationship of mutual aid with a FNB chapter 
in a Russian city! Start up regular contact, 
exchange photos, videos, news. Plan solidarity 
actions* Share your political strategies, and 
struggles, and leam from theirs. Help translate 
radical left literature into Russian (especially 
about women’s and LGBT rights, fair trade and 
organic food). And if you ever get a chance to 
visit Russia, get in touch with the local chapter 
of Food Not Bombs. 

Russian FNB Forum — foodnotbombs.ru 
Contacts of groups we meet with: 

FNB Saratov — fnbsaratov@gmail.com 
FNB Kirov— xjdeepx@yandex.ru 
FNB Chelyabinsk — fnb-chel@mail.ru 
FNB Archangelsk — fnb-arh@mail.ru 
FNB Moscow — edavmestobomb@riseup.net 
Additional contacts for FNB Russia can be 
found at http://foodnotbombs.net/RUSSIA.himl 

Photos from the actions mentioned in this 
article and translated texts from our interviews 
will oe posted at hippy.ru/fnbzima.ntml. A good | 
resource that documents nationalist violence | 
against immigrants is nttp://sova-1 
center.ru/194F418/. | 

Contact Daria at daria33@gmail.com anc(| 
Anya at sloshie@gmail.com. 1 
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The deepening economic recession is 
beginning to cause a lot of stress and 
insecurity for people who are losing jobs, 
facing piles of bills they can’t pay, and dealing 
with losing houses and other material things 
they spent years working to obtain. Even for 
those of us who are still working and still have 
enough money to get by, there is a sense of 
uncertainty — will it all come crashing down 
next month? 

If you’re critical of the system, you have to 
be suspicious of the level of hype and the 
narrowing of the discourse surrounding the 
recession, even while you feel concern for 
people at the short end of the economic stick. 
The fact that the recession is causing such 
mass suffering reveals the failures of the 
capitalist system — its mal-distribution of 
resources, its inequality, and its focus on 
production and growth divorced from human 
needs or happiness. Mainstream politicians 
want to “fix” capitalism so we can return to a 
state of steady economic growth. But 
capitalism is broken when it is growing — we 
don’t want to return to business as usual. How 
can we use this period of economic collapse to 
move farther away from capitalism, rather than 
Jallowing its problems to hijack our lives? 

Perhaps there are ways in which the 
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This is precisely backwards from how an 
economic system should be. A reasonable 
system would serve people — giving them the 
things that they need, responding to their 
collective decisions, and balancing human 
interests and environmental concerns. 
Capitalism, to the contrary, by its very nature 
manipulates and constrains people — forcing 
humans to adjust to the system’s imperatives 
— while destroying the natural environment. 
Capitalism silences the self-determination of 
the population, while selecting a lucky few to 
hold somewhat more power to act within its 
artificial constraints. 

Recessions are moments when the 
system’s intense productive energies turn in on 
itself — economic activity and growth fall off 
precisely because economic activity and 
growth have produced too much stuff to be 
purchased and consumed by those who have 
money. Note that the capitalist system can run 
out of consumers even* while many people 
don’t have enough — capitalism only serves 


warming, over-fishing of the oceans, 
deforestation, soil depletion and loss of 
species are not really scientific or technological 
failures They are the new face of economic 
crisis in which the economy destroys the earth 
faster than it can regenerate itself. 
Discrediting the rat race 

Because the recession makes visible the 
ways in which the market economy doesn’t 
serve people’s needs, it can be a good time to 
nurture opposition to the capitalist system on a 
political and philosophical level. In good times, 
the economy is less visible — people get so 
busy buying and selling that they don’t have 
much energy left for critique. When the 
economy goes wrong, people have extra timg 
to question why things are the way they are. 

Radicals can seek to move the discussion 
beyond shallow media hyped fear about job 
loss, bank collapse and stock market decline 
and the need to get “back to normal.” We can 
question whether all this industrial production 
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industrial economy for all our material needs 
During recessions, the system offers forms of, 
assistance designed to disempower people 
and make them more dependent on the 
system — welfare, unemployment insurance, 
charity. 

What if people organized to build alternative 
economic structures to help us get through the 
recession, and off the system for good even 
after the recession is over with? This could 
mean cooperating to help each other rather 
than buying and selling services, re-learning 
how to make our own goods and grow some of 
our own food, and realizing that a lot of the 
stuff we have been consuming is not really all 
that important to our happiness in the first 
place. When you’re involved in creating what 
you use, the idea of consuming for its own 
sake no longer makes sense. The system is all 
about marketing and creating new needs — 
when you step off the system, you reclaim your 
internal sense of what you want and really 
need Of course ultimately you can’t really 
reclaim your life without getting rid of 












































































with losing houses and other material things 
they spent years working to obtain. Even for 
those of us who are still working and still have 
enough money to get by, there is a sense of 
uncertainty — will it all come crashing down 
next month? 

If you’re critical of the system, you have to 
be suspicious of the level of hype and the 
narrowing of the discourse surrounding the 
recession, even while you feel concern for 
people at the short end of the economic stick. 
The fact that the recession is causing such 
mass suffering reveals the failures of the 
capitalist system — its mal-distribution of 
resources, its inequality, and its focus on 
production and growth divorced from human 
needs or happiness. Mainstream politicians 
want to “fix” capitalism so we can return to a 
state of steady economic growth. But 
capitalism is broken when it is growing — we 
don’t want to return to business as usual. How 
can we use this period of economic collapse to 
move farther away from capitalism, rather than 
allowing its problems to hijack our lives? 

Perhaps there are ways in which the 
recession can be a creative time for the human 
energy that would have gone into the fast- 
moving economic machine to go in different 
directions: to the community rather than 
selfishness, to social change rather than the 
status quo, to living outside the system now 
r ather than trying to live up to its pre-set goals 
of property accumulation, status and the 
future. 

The recession can help us see the absurdity 
of the capitalist system that is better hidden 
when business is booming. It can provide time 
to wonder whether our lives during the good 
times were really making us happy, or whether 
all that frantic activity was ultimately 
meaningless. If so, what would a more 
meaningful existence look like? Can we build 
alternative economic structures that last 
beyond the recession and build opportunities 
for cooperation outside of the capitalist 
machine? 

The Invisible Hand 

Recessions are not really malfunctions of 
the capitalist system — they are a fundamental 
part of it. The history of capitalism features an 
inevitable business cycle of boom and bust. 
Pro-capitalists who hope to perfect capitalism 
so it can exist without recessions don’t 


This is precisely backwards from how an 
economic system should be. A reasonable 
system would serve people — giving them the 
things that they need, responding to their 
collective decisions, and balancing human 
interests and environmental concerns. 
Capitalism, to the contrary, by its very nature 
manipulates and constrains people — forcing 
humans to adjust to the system’s imperatives 
— while destroying the natural environment. 
Capitalism silences the self-determination of 
the population, while selecting a lucky few to 
hold somewhat more power to act within its 
artificial constraints. 

Recessions are moments when the 
system’s intense productive energies turn in on 
itself — economic activity and growth fall off 
precisely because economic activity and 
growth have produced too much stuff to be 
purchased and consumed by those who have 
money. Note that the capitalist system can run 
out of consumers even' while many people 
don’t have enough — capitalism only serves 
those with money, not necessarily those in 
need. As purchases fall below production, 
economic activity contracts, throwing people 
out of work, who then themselves must cut 
consumption because they no longer have 
money, leading to a downward spiral of 
decreasing c onsum ption and production 
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Capitalism^ own perverse logic requires 
economic inequality and scarcity of resources 
for huge numbers of people. Competition acts 
to depress wages for workers — with a 
desperate unemployed “reserve army of labor” 
totally without work and therefore without 
money to get what they need. And yet the 
system simultaneously needs to find 
consumers with money to purchase the goods 
it creates The system ping-pongs back and 
forth between temporarily solving the problem 
by bringing new consumers, resources and 
methods on-line, only to hit a crisis point as its 
internal logic plays itself out. 



warming, over-fishing of the oceans, 
deforestation, soil depletion and loss of 
species are not really scientific or technological 
failures They are the new face of economic 
crisis in which the economy destroys the earth 
faster than it can regenerate itself. 

Discrediting the rat race 

Because the recession makes visible the 
ways in which the market economy doesn’t 
serve people’s needs, it can be a good time to 
nurture opposition to the capitalist system on a 
political and philosophical level. In good times, 
the economy is less visible — people get so 
busy buying and selling that they don’t have 
much energy left for critique. When the 
economy goes wrong, people have extra time 
to question why things are the way they are. 

Radicals can seek to move the discussion 
beyond shallow media hyped fear about job 
loss, bank collapse and stock market decline 
and the need to get “back to normal.” We can 
question whether all this industrial production 
and consumption — which causes so much 
ecological damage — is really making us 
happy in the first place. A lot of what people 
are expected to consume — fast food, the 
newest gizmo, suburban homes — is 
superficial junk. A lot of the economy’s energy 
is used to market consumption for its own 
sake. 

When times are “good” people are on a 
treadmill — seeking the next new thing. But 
when they get there, they feel empty until they 
start grabbing for something else. It is all about 
the pursuit, and not the enjoyment, awareness 
or appreciation of the destination There is no 
now , only desire for some future experience 
that will trigger satisfaction. But to keep the 
cycle moving and the economy growing, you 
never actually get there As the economy gets 
more efficient and productive, we’ve seen a 
speedup in the process — people develop a 
short attention span and seek more consumer 
stimuli every day 

Recessions can help break the cycle and 
provide a path off the psychic treadmill Right 
now, millions of people are re-thinking their 
consumption and trying to adjust to living with 

less. While the mainstream sees this as 
unfortunate and painful, there are otner ways 
tn unrlerstandina livina with less. If all the stuff 



industrial economy for all our material needs 
During recessions, the system offers forms of 
assistance designed to disempower people 
and make them more dependent on the 
system — welfare, unemployment insurance, 
charity 

What if people organized to build alternative 
economic structures to help us get through the 
recession, and off the system for good even 
after the recession is over with? This could 
mean cooperating to help each other rather 
than buying and selling services, re-learning 
how to make our own goods and grow some of 
our own food, and realizing that a lot of the 
stuff we have been consuming is not really all 
that important to our happiness in the first 
place. When you’re involved in creating what 
you use, the idea of consuming for its own 
sake no longer makes sense. The system is all 
about marketing and creating new needs — 
when you step off the system, you reclaim your 
internal sense of what you want and really 
need Of course ultimately you can’t really 
reclaim your life without getting rid of 
capitalism once and for all. 

In the end, the boom and bust economic 
cycle distracts from more fundamental 
questions. The real issue is not whether stocks 
are up or down. Perhaps we don’t want the 
economy to bounce back to frantic levels of 
growth — tearing up the earth in pursuit of 
more stuff, more technology, more hours spent 
at a job, less opportunities to do stuff for 
ourselves — and less satisfaction and space to 
engage with our lives. Since the capitalist 
economy doesn’t really supply many people's 
needs even in the good times, maybe we need 
to find ways to meet human needs other than 
the very limited form of economic growth 
embodied by capitalism. When everyone is 
furiously building sterile condos and making 
pre-packaged “home cooked meals” in a 
plastic bag. we’re creating a lonely and sad 
world We seek human satisfaction and 
ecological balance with a healthy planet, not 
gross domestic product. When we are faced 
with living with less, we may find that we can 
regain our inter-connection with others, with 
the planet and with ourselves. 
















muvmg economic macmne 10 go in ainerent 
directions: to the community rather than 
selfishness, to social change rather than the 
status quo, to living outside the system now 
r ather than trying to live up to its pre-set goals 
of property accumulation, status and the 

I future. 

I The recession can help us see the absurdity 
pf the capitalist system that is better hidden 
when business is booming. It can provide time 
to wonder whether our lives during the good 
times were really making us happy, or whether 
all that frantic activity was ultimately 
meaningless. If so, what would a more 
meaningful existence look like? Can we build 
alternative economic structures that last 
beyond the recession and build opportunities 
for cooperation outside of the capitalist 
machine? 

The Invisible Hand 

Recessions are not really malfunctions of 
the capitalist system — they are a fundamental 
part of it The history of capitalism features an 
inevitable business cycle of boom and bust. 
Pro-capitalists who hope to perfect capitalism 
so it can exist without recessions don't 
understand the way their economic system 
works. Conversely, radicals who predict the 
Jemise of capitalism each time the stock 
market falls aren’t studying history carefully 
enough, either. This recession — like all the 
other recessions and depressions before it — 
will not on its own spell the end of capitalism. 
That doesn’t mean that recessions can’t be 
used by radicals against capitalism — just that 
we can’t fool ourselves into thinking capitalism 
will end itself. It needs our help. 

It is instructive to see the politicians and 
business owners — from Bush to Obama and 
from China to Russia to Germany to the USA 
— united in their powerlessness over the 
economic system itself The recession makes 
it clear that people don’t control the economy 
— the economy controls people. Just as the 
economy controls what you can do for work, 
what you can buy. and how you live, the 
system controls the actions of the politicians 
and the business managers who supposedly 
are in charge. 


economic activity contracts, throwing people 
out of work, who then themselves must cut 
consumption because they no longer have 
money, leading to a downward spiral of 
decreasing c onsum ption and production 
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Capitalisms own perverse logic requires 
economic inequality and scarcity of resources 
for huge numbers of people. Competition acts 
to depress wages for workers — with a 
desperate unemployed “reserve army of labor” 
totally without work and therefore without 
money to get what they need. And yet the 
system simultaneously needs to find 
consumers with money to purchase the goods 
it creates The system ping-pongs back and 
forth between temporarily solving the problem 
by bringing new consumers, resources and 
methods on-line, only to hit a crisis point as its 
internal logic plays itself out. 

This painful oscillation between boom and 
bust, competition and income stratification 
nonetheless overall produces limitless 
economic growth, i.e. greater and greater 
human transformation of natural resources into 
processed forms for use by human beings. 
This is determined by the internal logic of the 
system — each individual or company must 
expand production, efficiency and wealth or 
lose out to another individual or 
company which is better at playing the 
game. 

The most crucial flaw in capitalism is Jjj 
not the boom and bust cycle, but its 12 
limitless growth, because capitalism Q 
exists on a planet with finite resources. 'a 
W hile this problem hasn’t been very 
noticeable until recently, it is likely to 
eclipse the pain of income stratification 
and the boom and bust cycle as the 
key reason why capitalism cannot 
continue on its present course. 
Environmental crises like global 


are expected to consume — fast food, the 
newest gizmo, suburban homes — is 
superficial junk. A lot of the economy’s energy 
is used to market consumption for its own 
sake. 

When times are “good” people are on a 
treadmill — seeking the next new thing. But 
when they get there, they feel empty until they 
start grabbing for something else. It is all about 
the pursuit, and not the enjoyment, awareness 
or appreciation of the destination There is no 
now, only desire for some future experience 
that will trigger satisfaction. But to keep the 
cycle moving and the economy growing, you 
never actually get there As the economy gets 
more efficient and productive, we’ve seen a 
speedup in the process — people develop a 
short attention span and seek more consumer 
stimuli every day 

Recessions can help break the cycle and 
provide a path off the psychic treadmill. Right 
now, millions of people are re-thinking their 
consumption and trying to adjust to living with 

less. While the mainstream sees this as 
unfortunate and painful, there are otner ways 

to understanding living with less. If all the stuff 
and speed of the boom times left us feeling 
unfulfilled, was it really worth all the overtime, 
deforestation, carbon emissions and 
sweatshops? Or could there be another way'? 
Getting off the grid 

Cooperation, sharing, and doing stuff 
ourselves are the opposite of competition, 
each for themselves, and depending on an 




questions The real issue is not whether stocks 
are up or down. Perhaps we don’t want the 
economy to bounce back to frantic levels of 
growth — tearing up the earth in pursuit of 
more stuff, more technology, more hours spent 
at a job, less opportunities to do stuff for 
ourselves — and less satisfaction and space to 
engage with our lives Since the capitalist 
economy doesn’t really supply many people's 
needs even in the good times, maybe we need 
to find ways to meet human needs other than 
the very limited form of economic growth 
embodied by capitalism. When everyone is 
furiously building sterile condos and making 
pre-packaged “home cooked meals" in a 
plastic bag, we’re creating a lonely and sad 
world We seek human satisfaction and 
ecological balance with a healthy planet, not 
gross domestic product. When we are faced 
with iiving with less, we may find that we can 
regain our inter-connection with others, with 
the planet and with ourselves. 


I 






































By Asphalt, Crystal Math, Kermit, PB Floyd, 
with discussion from the collective 

While making this issue of Slingshot, we 
have struggled with our desire to write 
something about Obama that could comment 
on what is going on without being either too 
negative or silly. Slingshot usually 
concentrates on direct action, not the 
mainstream political process, and yet a 
number of aspects of the current Obama 
mania seem to transcend politics as usual. The 
level of popular excitement and civil 
engagement related to Obama’s rise is 
palpable. We cannot remember thousands of 
people literally dancing in the streets like they 
did the night of his election. This goes beyond 
Obama merely being the first non-white 
president or being charismatic and it goes 
beyond mass relief at the end of 8 years of 
Bush 

It is easy to be cynical and dismiss what is 
going on as hero worship, hype, and a sort of 
mass false consciousness that the election of 
a single man can bring "change” (whatever 
that may mean to each listener) In fact, it is 
important to keep in mind that Obama has 
been elected president of the world’s most 
powerful imperial government. He has no 
interest in dismantling the unequal power 
relations that make the US government 
possible since he depends on those relations 
for his own power. He is by, of and for the 
mainstream, and to the extent he seeks 
change, it is to make the system function more 
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efficiently and effectively, not to fundamentally 
alter the system itself. 

But we also feel like there is an unfortunate 
tendency for radicals to be so aloof from 
mainstream politics that we miss opportunities 
to engage with other people. When millions of 
people are ecstatic about the idea of change, 
our only response shouldn’t be to tell them 
they are stupid. We have hope and seek 
change too, but the change we hope for is 
beyond what can be offered by the 
mainstream, hierarchical systems of 
government and capital. 


Figuring out how to interact with people 
^ caught up in this moment is not an easy thing 
to do. Some of us feel that there is something 
important and optimistic about this moment, 
because the mood of. engagement and 
' excitement can be focused beyond just one 
man and mainstream politics. If this is true, the 
key for radicals is to figure out ways to 
emphasize the difference between false 
change within the system and the real 
collective action that can create social 
transformation. This outpouring of popular 
involvement can be powerful because once 
people start to think of themselves as actors in 
history — rather than pawns or witnesses — 
they are unlikely to long be satisfied with just 
voting for a leader. If people hold onto their 
sense of hope and engagement long enough, 
they’ll be able to think critically about Obama 
once they realize he isn’t living up to his 
rhetoric, and perhaps think critically about the 
whole damn system. 

Others of us don’t believe that we can 
meaningfully engage with ‘change’ as Obama 
formulates it in any way because that idea of 
change is about making capitalism palatable 
for the masses and co-opting the real 
movement for freedom and revolution, turning 
it toward the cul-de-sac of electoral politics and 
the swamp of hierarchical structures We 
believe the radical’s job is to show people he 
cannot deliver, that his promises are empty; 
not because he is a bad person or even a bad 
president, but because the job of the president 


is not to get rid of capital, alienation and all 
that; his job is to perpetuate the capitalist 
system as it is 

Despite our different takes on this moment, 
we have no illusions that Obama is going to 
create anything like the kind of change we are 
about. We are gearing up to critique him and 
protest his policies. There are many reasons 
for concern, from his silence around the Gaza 
slaughter to his generally conservative cabinet 
choices. For the moment, we're holding off on 
getting bogged down in the details, since a lot 
of what Obama may or may not be pushing is 
not yet clear. And we’re interested in the 
complex racial dynamics of this moment — 
they are surely significant and complex but 
must await another article. 

We agree that real change happens not 
because of speeches or governments, but 
because of grassroots action on a local level. 
Real change is do-it-yourself. Nothing about 
Obama’s rise eliminates the need for 
grassroots action to advance positive change. 
The social and environmental crisis has not 
been solved. It is amazing, however, that 
millions of people are engaged with this energy 
right now, because for years the accepted, 
mainstream, “reasonable” attitude has been 
one of resignation, selfishness and cynicism. 
We hope this new energy will not merely fizzle 
into passive confidence in the system, but 
rather lead people to reflect on how their lives 
are connected to each other and the world, 
and then take action. 
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going on as hero worship, hype, and a sort of 
mass false consciousness that the election of 
a single man can bring “change" (whatever 
that may mean to each listener). In fact, it is 
important to keep in mind that Obama has 
been elected president of the world’s most 
powerful imperial government. He has no 
interest in dismantling the unequal power 
relations that make the US government 
possible since he depends on those relations 
for his own power. He is by, of and for the 
mainstream, and to the extent he seeks 
change, it is to make the system function more 


efficiently and effectively, not to fundamentally 
alter the system itself. 

But we also feel like there is an unfortunate 
tendency for radicals to be so aloof from 
mainstream politics that we miss opportunities 
to engage with other people. When millions of 
people are ecstatic about the idea of change, 
our only response shouldn’t be to tell them 
they are stupid. We have hope and seek 
change too, but the change we hope for is 
beyond what can be offered by the 
mainstream, hierarchical systems of 
government and capital. 
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whole damn system. 

Others of us don’t believe that we can 
meaningfully engage with ‘change’ as Obama 
formulates it in any way because that idea of 
change is about making capitalism palatable 
for the masses and co-opting the real 
movement for freedom and revolution, turning 
it toward the cul-de-sac of electoral politics and 
the swamp of hierarchical structures We 
believe the radical’s job is to show people he 
cannot deliver, that his promises are empty; 
not because he is a bad person or even a bad 
president, but because the job of the president 


Obama’s rise eliminates the need for 
grassroots action to advance positive change. 
The social and environmental crisis has not 
been solved. It is amazing, however, that 
millions of people are engaged with this energy 
right now, because for years the accepted, 
mainstream, “reasonable" attitude has been 
one of resignation, selfishness and cynicism. 
We hope this new energy will not merely fizzle 
into passive confidence in the system, but 
rather lead people to reflect on how their lives 
are connected to each other and the world, 
and then take action. 


BY DJS Ijnashnt 

Today we see most people's creative urge 
|and imagination go into forums like Indymedia 
and blogs, but radio still provides a vital spark 
iin creating change. A brief look at the West 
I Coast of the United States reveals the on¬ 
-going work put into unlicensed radio. 

■ The Bay Area: In Berkeley pirates have 
:• started a torch from the smoldering ashes of 
| Free Radio Berkeley and it has been burning 
f§ since 1999 on 104.1 FM. Berkeley Liberation 
I Radio (BLR) hasn’t had an easy road with 
multiple studio relocations over the years, and 
the loss of good shows that comes with that 
The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) has paid numerous visits over the years 
including on one occasion, breaking into the 
studio with sheriffs who held a DJ at gunpoint 
before confiscating equipment. Currently the 
station is working 150 Watts adjacent to the 
Revolution Cafe in West Oakland and is in 
need of more shows to fill out its 24 hours/ 7 
days a week broadcasting. The station is also 
streaming online. Incidentally BLR has had so 
many locations in Oakland that they are 
seriously considering changing their name to 
Free Radio Oakland (FRO). What to check out: 
One of the oldest running shows is Liberation 
of the Wretched on Sundays at noon. There 
you get DJ Adversary’s street-smart 
perspective on global crisis and the resistance, 
set to hard rock-punk-soul-funk records. 

Also in Oakland a jazz-focused pirate station 
has been broadcasting for close to 40 years on 
years on 103.3 FM. They have had some 


being made in an adjacent room separated by: 
a window. Often events scheduled to fill out 
the cafe are broadcast — live music, films, 
public forums, plus the rare personalities that 
inhabit the city pass by throughout the day. 
The FCC has made numerous visits, 
sometimes once a week, but Pirate Cat has 
claimed an emergency exemption Pirate Cat 
has also sent a $10 check to apply for a 
license, which the FCC has cashed. A rare 
show to check out: Diamond Dave does 
Common Threads from 4-6PM on Fridays 
Dave was partying with Bob Dylan back when 
he was a teenager known as Robert 
Zimmerman — and has since kept abreast 
with the counterculture. 

Santa Cruz: Another long running station 
under the name of Freak Radio has been 
broadcasting 24/7 on 101.1 FM. The FCC 
raided them but they have overwhelming 
community support. Currently they are need of 
money to help with rent, a reality of the awful 
high cost of living in California. 

Arcata/Eureka: In far Northern California 
there is Humboldt Free Radio Alliance at 99.9 
FM. They broadcast 24 hours a day from 
Thursday to Sunday nights. The range is 
about eight square miles with their 40-Watt 
signal They have had a few visits from the 


developments with the state capital that shares 
Olympia with the pirate station. Raccoon 
Radio is a long-running public affairs show that 
reports on local activism using engaging 
interviews mixed with music. 

Seattle: Letters to the long running Studio X| 
were returned citing that they were no longerl 
at that location. Activists who were involvedf 
have made a really impressive documentary] 
movie called Pirate Radio USA, which makes a 


I bandwidth from the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) through an expensive, 
legal process designed to keep the public from 
| communicating in a grassroots fashion. 

The 1990s movement of unlicensed, micro- 
I powered stations gained such momentum that 
the FCC was forced to create a new category 
of Low Power FM (LPFM) to try to co-opt the 
movement. The corporate radio lobby got 
congress to pass a special law eviscerating 
LPFM by raising artificial technical constraints 
to prevent new community stations in major 
markets, and although a handful of LPFM 
stations made it to the air, the situation is much 
as it was prior to LPFM. There are unused 
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I going work put into unlicensed radio. 

1 The Bay Area; In Berkeley pirates have 
:J started a torch from the smoldering ashes of 
Free Radio Berkeley and it has been burning 
since 1999 on 104.1 FM. Berkeley Liberation 
Radio (BLR) hasn't had an easy road with 
multiple studio relocations over the years, and 
the loss of good shows that comes with that 
The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) has paid numerous visits over the years 
including on one occasion, breaking into the 
studio with sheriffs who held a DJ at gunpoint 
oefore confiscating equipment. Currently the 
station is working 150 Watts adjacent to the 
Revolution Cafe in West Oakland and is in 
need of more shows to fill out its 24 hours/ 7 
days a week broadcasting. The station is also 
streaming online. Incidentally BLR has had so 
many locations in Oakland that they are 
seriously considering changing their name to 
Free Radio Oakland (FRO). What to check out: 
One of the oldest running shows is Liberation 
of the Wretched on Sundays at noon. There 
you get DJ Adversary’s street-smart 
perspective on global crisis and the resistance, 
set to hard rock-punk-soul-funk records. 

Also in Oakland a jazz-focused pirate station 
has been broadcasting for close to 40 years on 
years on 103.3 FM. They have had some 
visits from the FCC, but they have not been 
shut down. (Stations can operate for years 
| and years if nobody bothers to complain to the 
FCC. Stations with political content often get] 
more scrutiny and are repressed immediately.) 
They may have broadcasted for so long 
because nobody has heard about this station. 

San Francisco holds not just the West Coast 
[office for the FCC, but a bold pirate movement 
too. For years San Francisco Liberation Radio 
ran a strong grassroots operation and even 
challenged the FCC laws in court. They lost 
an appeal in the 9th Circuit Court, yet people 
did not give up. Radio heads went on to build 
Pirate Cat Radio, which broadcasts 1200 watts 
at 87.9 FM. The signal boasts getting out over 
the city of San Francisco and at times as far 
south as Gilroy. Pirate Cat is streamed on the 
web and the signal is rebroadcast in Los 
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being made in an adjacent room separated by 
| a window. Often events scheduled to fill out; 
the cafe are broadcast — live music, films, 
public forums, plus the rare personalities that 
inhabit the city pass by throughout the day. 
The FCC has made numerous visits, 
sometimes once a week, but Pirate Cat has 
claimed an emergency exemption Pirate Cat 
has also sent a $10 check to apply for a 
license, which the FCC has cashed. A rare 
show to check out: Diamond Dave does 
Common Threads from 4-6PM on Fridays 
Dave was partying with Bob Dylan back when 
he was a teenager known as Robert 
Zimmerman — and has since kept abreast 
with the counterculture. 

Santa Cruz: Another long running station 
under the name of Freak Radio has been 
broadcasting 24/7 on 101.1 FM. The FCC 
raided them but they have overwhelming 
community support. Currently they are need of 
money to help with rent, a reality of the awful 
high cost of living in California. 

Arcata/Eureka: In far Northern California 
there is Humboldt Free Radio Alliance at 99.9 
FM. They broadcast 24 hours a day from 
Thursday to Sunday nights. The range is 
about eight square miles with their 40-Watt 
signal They have had a few visits from the 
FCC and have had to move locations because 
of it. People have been broadcasting since 
1995 in the Areata area but this current 
operation has been at it for close to ten years | 
now. Shows to look out for: Friday from 3-5pm 
The Reggae Revival with DJ Down Beat plays 
old school music with a lot of it on vinyl. Also a 
rock n’ roll lifestyle show that was formerly 
known as the Mustache Ride is now called 
“Inappropriate Displays of Swaggering 

Machismo". It is hosted by DJ Skull Shrinker 
on Sundays at 8PM. 

Olympia: Free Radio Olympia (the real 
FRO) broadcasts on 98.5 FM with 100 Watts. 
They are on the air 24 hours 7 days a week. 
Since 2001 three hundred and fifty people 
have gone through this collective-run station in 
either programming or fundraising, and the 
.station has gone through four different call 


developments with the state capital that shares 
Olympia with the pirate station. Raccoon 
Radio is a long-running public affairs show that 
reports on local activism using engaging 
interviews mixed with music. 

Seattle: Letters to the long running Studio X 
were returned citing that they were no longer 
at that location. Activists who were involved 
have made a really impressive documentary 
movie called Pirate Radio USA, which makes a 
great effort to go into the heartland of the 
country and interviews the stations there. The 
movie is low budget in the best possible way 
— using creative props to help the narrative, 
and is full of humor, struggle and intelligence. 

The story of pirate radio is one that shows 
people constantly seeing their project receive 
government harassment, fall apart 
organizationally, and lose momentum — yet 
still managing to not give up. The pirates 
collectively strive to grow against the 
consolidation of mass media has made a 
couple of hands hold 99% of the resources. 

The unlicensed (pirate) radio movement is a 
long way away from the early 1990 s when 
Free Radio Berkeley would broadcast once a 
week from the side of a hill. An impressive 
movement grew once the technical knowledge 
to put a low-wattage FM station on the air 


bandwidth from the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) through an expensive, 
legal process designed to keep the public from 
communicating in a grassroots fashion. 

The 1990s movement of unlicensed, micro- 
powered stations gained such momentum that 
the FCC was forced to create a new category 
of Low Power FM (LPFM) to try to co-opt the 
movement. The corporate radio lobby got 
congress to pass a special law eviscerating 
LPFM by raising artificial technical constraints 
to prevent new community stations in major 
markets, and although a handful of LPFM 
stations made it to the air, the situation is much 
as it was prior to LPFM. There are unused 
spaces on the radio spectrum all across the | 
country that can be used for low-powered | 
community radio signals, but the FCC won’t 
issue licenses for these spaces. 

Radio is a dynamic tool; on one hand it is 
simple to learn and it literally amplifies what is 
brought to it. It can be fun and at the same 
time it can be deadly serious The quality of 
people that are attracted to radio is just as 
dynamic. A big boon is how the medium 
naturally draws in people who have little 
interest in politics. Stations like the real FRO 
often have to explain the need for politically 
tinged programming, and explain it’s collective 
process to people who would otherwise have 
little contact with such ideas. Pirate radio, 
then, both from the inside and from the 
outside, is a great way to get out of the activist 
bubble. 
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By Eggplant 
Osha Neuman: radical street fighter, outlaw 
artist, and lawyer for the homeless and 
activists, is now an author. He has known 
resistance since he was a child growing up in 
a home of Jewish intellectuals who fought 
against fascism and irrationality. He cut his 


teeth as a young adult in the new left with an 
anarchist-like action group The 
MotherFuckers. They were so underground 
their name couldn't be printed in most 
papers. He never abandoned the movement 
over the subsequent years. Though he 
maintains a low profile around town his 


stories sparked by Fannon, Osha doesn't 
even need questions to get him started up. 

"When you read this now you realize how 
all that revolutionary momentum was 
defeated. [You see] how all those movements 
were crushed or compromised. Look at 
Algeria, the forces of liberation was defeated, 
They were not as strong as we thought they 
were." 

When Osha speaks to a crowd of baby- 
boomers, he speaks of their own defeat in a 
poetic yet pragmatic way. "We were surfers of 
the wave that we were creating, and 
unbeknownst to us, we landed in the present. 
We became hyphenated radicals; Radical- 
doctors, radical-lawyers, radical-teachers, 
not revolutionaries." 

'The 60's may not have fundamentally 
changed the power balance, but a profound 
cultural change did happen. Though that 
change could be turned into commodity 
capitalism and used to sell commodities, that 
is clear. You can go to a supermarket and 
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consciousness remain that way while dealing 
with a foreign policy, or whatever they have 
to confront. He has a job to do and it's not a 
pretty job." 

Osha wrote an op-ed piece in our locai 
paper the Berkeley Daily Planet about the 
occupation of Gaza and slaughter of over 
thirteen-hundred people in the days leading 
up to the inauguration of Obama. In it he 
rallies against Obama's silence on the matter: 
"What's happening in Palestine, in Gaza to 
me is unacceptable" 

You've been to Palestine — what part? "I've 
been three times. Both West Bank and Gaza 
with the Middle East Children's Alliance. I 
couldn't believe what I saw. It was like living 
with a pressure that pushed all the air out of 
your lungs so you couldn't breathe. Living 
under that occupation there's no escape 
even for a moment. It was amazing that 
people could live that way for an hour, much 
less all the time." 

Did you see a noticeable difference with 
your subsequent visits there? "Well of 
course, there was in the sense that the first 
Intifada was a popular uprising in which all 
sectors participated. With children throwing 
stones at tanks. After then it became more 
professional." 

In the book you mention a protest you 
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much information, there's an astounding 
amount of information. The problem is how to 
break out of bubbles and reach people. It's 
very hard to get outside of those bubbles 
organizationally. Much easier to stay inside 
your little world and not go out, than to 
confront and encounter people." 

Osha is even starting to imagine how we 
can create a new movement that would 
snowball in the best possible ways 

"Where I work we do sort of a legal self- 
help. We get people who give a human face 
to the economic crisis. We get every kind of 
person facing eviction, being sued for their 
credit card debt. They're facing all kinds of 
desperation. I would love to see someone, 
say who is disabled and the bank wants to 
foreclose and kick them out of their house, go 
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activists, is now an author. He has known 
resistance since he was a child growing up in 
a home of Jewish intellectuals who fought 
against fascism and irrationality. He cut his 



teeth as a young adult in the new left with an 
anarchist-like action group The 
MotherFuckers. They were so underground 
their name couldn't be printed in most 
papers. He never abandoned the movement 
over the subsequent years. Though he 
maintains a low profile around town his 
presence is felt — by helping keep Berkeley 
seem "Bezerkely" to the Straights. 

The most public part of Osha is the mural 
he painted at the center of Telegraph Ave. It 
depicts real revolution as it was being played 
out globally and locally. One may see his 
sculpture at the Albany Landfill or his massive 
mural across the face of La Pena Cultural 
Center. Inside the Long Haul is an impressive 
four panel painting depicting the post¬ 
industrial forces of death in opposition with 
the forces of life. 

With the release of his new book UP 
AGAINST THE WALL MOTHERFUCKER: With 
Notes For Next Time, we had several 
chances to see him read and speak around 
town. He even came to the offices of Slingshot 
and spoke on a rather warm January day. 

In his presentations Osha will often cite 
that, "I never wanted to write a nostalgic 
memoir. Capitalism is in a crisis, but it's not a 
terminal crisis. Ifs not quite clear what the 
Alternative is." 

When I share with Osha that I felt the 
Clinton era was depressing, how no one 
seemed to care how bad capitalism was then, 
he agreed. 


even need questions to get him started up. 

"When you read this now you realize how 
all that revolutionary momentum was 
defeated. [You see] how all those movements 
were crushed or compromised. Look at 
Algeria, the forces of liberation was defeated, 
They were not as strong as we thought they 
were" 

When Osha speaks to a crowd of baby- 
boomers, he speaks of their own defeat in a 
poetic yet pragmatic way. "We were surfers of 
the wave that we were creating, and 
unbeknownst to us, we landed in the present. 
We became hyphenated radicals; Radical- 
doctors, radical-lawyers, radical-teachers, 
not revolutionaries." 

"The 60's may not have fundamentally 
changed the power balance, but a profound 
cultural change did happen. Though that 
change could be turned into commodity 
capitalism and used to sell commodities, that 
is clear. You can go to a supermarket and 




hear 60's rock n' roll as muzak. They can do 
that and there's still a sublimation. The 
1950's are over and done with. There's much 
more diversity today in terms of race and 
gender, yet the system has been able to 
absorb that. The issue then is how do you 
link again to a vision of a radically different 
world, a vision that confronts the worst 
aspects of capitalism." 

But Osha is not one to get caught in 
negative thinking, nor does he dwell in false 
hope. 

"It's really an extraordinary time. To me 
there’s been a forty-year counter-revolution 
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to confront. He has a job to do and it's not a 
pretty job." 

Osha wrote an op-ed piece in our local 
paper the Berkeley Daily Planet about the 
occupation of Gaza and slaughter of over 
thirteen-hundred people in the days leading 
up to the inauguration of Obama. In it he 
rallies against Obama's silence on the matter: 
"What's happening in Palestine, in Gaza to 
me is unacceptable" 

You've been to Palestine — what part? "I've 
been three times. Both West Bank and Gaza 
with the Middle East Children's Alliance. I 
couldn't believe what I saw. It was like living 
with a pressure that pushed all the air out of 
your lungs so you couldn't breathe. Living 
under that occupation there's no escape 
even for a moment. It was amazing that 
people could live that way for an hour, much 
less all the time." 

Did you see a noticeable difference with 
your subsequent visits there? "Well of 
course, there was in the sense that the first 
Intifada was a popular uprising in which all 
sectors participated. With children throwing 
stones at tanks. After then it became more 
professional." 

In the book you mention a protest you 
went to in London as a youth that 
protested a massacre that happened in 
SharpVille South Africa. Was this your first 
protest? "Yeah, another long ,drawn out 
struggle. It was one of my firsts. It was my first 
arrest. We have not produced that kind of 
movement and those kinds of leaders. It was 
inspiring because that ability to continue that 
resistance and keep your society together in 
the face of that. In the U.S. a few casualties 
can destroy a movement, but they had 
suffered innumerable casualties. 

"One of the issues in the left in the U.S. is 
continuity. You don't have depth without 
continuity and that keeps getting interrupted 
over and over again. There was a break with 
continuity with the old left and the new left. 
And also there's been no organizations 
that've been built. There's been a counter¬ 
culture that continued. There hasn't been a 
development of institutions." 




much information, there's an astounding 
amount of information. The problem is how to 
break out of bubbles and reach people. It's 
very hard to get outside of those bubbles 
organizationally. Much easier to stay inside 
your little world and not go out, than to 
confront and encounter people." 

Osha is even starting to imagine how we 
can create a new movement that would 
snowball in the best possible ways 

"Where I work we do sort of a legal self- 
help. We get people who give a human face 
to the economic crisis. We get every kind of 
person facing eviction, being sued for their 
credit card debt. They're facing all kinds of 
desperation. I would love to see someone, 
say who is disabled and the bank wants to 
foreclose and kick them out of their house, go 
to their house, move her belongings back in. 
prevent the sheriff from taking her out, 
prevent the house from being sold. That 
would be a very exciting intervention at this 
point." 

A lot of Osha’s book poses many-tiered 
reflections on the nature of rational thought. 

It is what the subtitle of the book gets at: 
"Notes for Next Time." The rest of the book is 
tied to the question of rational thought, how 
during his upbringing he took it for granted 
that he would grow up to be an intellectual 
Being raised by professors he thought he 
would surely become one. Then for a short 
time he studied art, but quickly found it only 
heightened the isolation he felt as an 
intellectual. 

The book spends much time observing this 
tension and how it was ample fuel in his days 
with the MotherFuckers influencing the 
practice of confrontational politics. Their 
influence was seen in higher profile groups 
like the Yippies and Weather Underground. 
But the Motherfuckers were the first to take 
their message into the comfort zone of 
unchecked power. When a peace protest 
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depicts real revolution as it was being played 
out globally and locally. One may see his 
sculpture at the Albany Landfill or his massive 
mural across the face of La Pena Cultural 
Center. Inside the Long Haul is an impressive 
four panel painting depicting the post¬ 
industrial forces of death in opposition with 
the forces of life. 

With the release of his new book UP 
AGAINST THE WALL MOTHERFUCKER: With 
Notes For Next Time, we had several 
chances to see him read and speak around 
town. He even came to the offices of Slingshot 
and spoke on a rather warm January day. 

In his presentations Osha will often cite 
that, "I never wanted to write a nostalgic 
memoir. Capitalism is in a crisis, but it's not a 
terminal crisis. Ifs not quite clear what the 
Alternative is." 

When I share with Osha that I felt the 
Clinton era was depressing, how no one 
seemed to care how bad capitalism was then, 
he agreed. 

"Clinton for me is part of that whole 
counter-revolutionary period of the past forty 
years. It was awful. Made more distasteful by 
the way he represented some counter¬ 
culture progressive kind of lifestyle — like 
he's one of us. Yet somehow he pushed 
through the most nauseous [policies] — he 
aggressively consolidated the multi-national 



done major damage. Plus the war, the 
blockade [of Iraq]." 

During our talk, he examined a book on 
Franz Fannon, left out at the Longhaul. 
Fannon was championed by people 
worldwide, and inspired those willing to go 
from protest to resistance. With the countless 



hear 60's rock n' roll as muzak. They can do 
that and there's still a sublimation. The 
1950's are over and done with. There’s much 
more diversity today in terms of race and 
gender, yet the system has been able to 
absorb that. The issue then is how do you 
link again to a vision of a radically different 
world, a vision that confronts the worst 
aspects of capitalism." 

But Osha is not one to get caught in 
negative thinking, nor does he dwell in false 
hope. 

"It’s really an extraordinary time. To me 
there's been a forty-year counter-revolution 
bookended by the sixties, and whatever is 
coming now which seems [to be] different. 
How different we don't know. I think Obama 
was brought in to save capitalism basically 
The previous administration was not good for 
business. They are hoping that Obama will 
put the ship on course. Now the question is; 
to what extent will capitalism keep it's basic 
structure ... There needs to be some 
resistance. There will come on the agenda a 
more radical transformation of genuine social 
control of capital. And a diminishing of free 
market sector where government takes over 
and provides basic rights or needs. I don't 
think it's going to happen unless it comes 
from a strong movement from below, from the 
streets, from poor people. I don't think it's 
going to be easy. I think right now there's a 
fan club for Obama." 

Yet Osha is not entirely dismissive of the 
Obama fever getting people out and 
together. 

"I think there's a lot there that's genuinely 
compelling. He's a person that has 
compassion. I think Dreams of My Father is a 
quite amazing book from anybody much less 
from someone with the power that he has. 
The question is can the person with that 
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struggle. It was one of my firsts. It was my first 
arrest. We have not produced that kind of 
movement and those kinds of leaders. It was 
inspiring because that ability to continue that 
resistance and keep your society together in 
the face of that. In the U.S. a few casualties 
can destroy a movement, but they had 
suffered innumerable casualties. 

"One of the issues in the left in the U.S. is 
continuity. You don't have depth without 
continuity and that keeps getting interrupted 
over and over again. There was a break with 
continuity with the old left and the new left. 
And also there's been no organizations 
that've been built. There's been a counter¬ 
culture that continued. There hasn't been a 
development of institutions." 



And why is having institutions important' 

"What structure they have is an open 
question. Somehow we haven't been able to 
create those and sustain them. Just have to 
keep working them to the next stages. It isn't 
that tradition gets echoed back. I think we 
know a lot. What's good about the 60's was 
that the liberation movement was global. 
Despite the fact there wasn't an internet, 
there would be sparks that started in NY, 
Chicago, Paris, Czech. Japan — there were 
influences that went back and forth. It wasn't 
coordinated. You couldn't do this 
intentionally. There was a contagion. Now it's 
almost the opposite. The problem isn't so 


would be a very exciting intervention at this 
point.'' 

A lot of Osha's book poses many-tiered 
reflections on the nature of rational thought. 

It is what the subtitle of the book gets at: 
"Notes for Next Time." The rest of the book is 
tied to the question of rational thought, how 
during his upbringing he took it for granted 
that he would grow up to be an intellectual 
Being raised by professors he thought he 
would surely become one. Then for a short 
time he studied art, but quickly found it only 
heightened the isolation he felt as an 
intellectual. 

The book spends much time observing this 
tension and how it was ample fuel in his days 
with the MotherFuckers influencing the 
practice of confrontational politics. Their 
influence was seen in higher profile groups 
like the Yippies and Weather Underground. 
But the Motherfuckers were the first to take 
their message into the comfort zone of 
unchecked power. When a peace protest 
came to the Pentagon, they were the only 
ones to break their way into the Hall of War. 
They squared off with hip rock promoter Biil 



Graham and cornered him into doing free 
community events at the Fillmore East. And 
when their neighborhood suffered under a 
garbage strike they took their trash to the 
posh Lincoln Center, exchanging garbage 

Continued on Page 14 
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sure °an SUE the FBI 


the long haul ma Y 

By Jesse D Palmer 

In response to an August 27 police raid on 
the Long Haul community center in Berkeley 
by a joint terrorism task force composed of 
University of California police, sheriffs and the 
FBI, Long Haul filed a lawsuit in federal court 
on January 14 against all law enforcement 
involved in the raid. The police seized all 
computers at Long Haul after breaking in with 
guns drawn to execute a search warrant as 
part of an investigation of allegedly threatening 
emails allegedly sent to UC Berkeley animal 
researchers from a public-access computer 
connected to the internet at Long Haul. 

Long Haul is a non-profit that publishes 
Slingshot and operates an infoshop and library 
at 3124 Shattuck in Berkeley It is clear that 
the police never would have gotten such a 
broad search warrant to seize every computer 
at the Berkeley Public Library if the email in 
question had come from the public library, 
rather than from a radical Infoshop. While the 
police perhaps intended their raid to intimidate 
local activists, Long Haul was able to reopen 
the night of the raid. The public-access 
computer room reopened a month later with 
new (used) donated computers. The Long 
Haul community has ultimately not been 
distracted from the real struggle for freedom 
and ecological sustainability, and by filing suit, 
Long Haul is pushing back against police 
repression. 

The lawsuit, filed by the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation and the ACLU of Northern 
California on behalf of Long Haul and East Bay 
Prisoner Support Group, which had an office at 
Long Haul and had their computer seized in 
the raid, seeks an injunction against law 
enforcement using the data from the seized 


monitoring, or surveillance enabled by the 
seizure of” the computer data. 

The suit contends that the search warrant 
was improper because it “authorized searches 
and seizures of areas and effects for which the 
affidavit failed to provide probable cause” and 
because it “did not specifically describe the 
place to be searched or the things to be 
seized.” The lawsuit alleges that the statement 
of probable cause supporting the search 
warrant “established no reason to suspect 
Plaintiffs of any wrongdoing and presented no 
evidence to the issuing magistrate alleging 
Plaintiffs were involved in any illegal acts. 
Rather, the Statement of Probable Cause only 
alleged improper use by an unknown member 


Kasiske requested and obtained a warrant 
applying to all the rooms at Long Haul, even 
those inaccessible to the general public, and 
all electronic processing and storage devices, 
even those not used by or accessible to the 
general public." 

The suit charges that the police violated the 
first and fourth amendment (freedom of 
assembly/speech and freedom from 
unreasonable searches and seizures) as well 
as the federal Privacy Protection Act, which 
protects publishers from search and seizure 
except in the most narrow circumstances. The 
lawsuit claims that the Slingshot and East Bay 
Prisoner Support computers should have been 
protected from police search under the PPA 
because each were used “with a purpose to 


broadcast, or other similar form of public 
communication." 

Despite skepticism about the mainstream, 
bourgeois legal system and the whole concept 
of “rights” granted by government entities, 
Long Haui folks decided that it was essential to 
take a stand in court so the police won't 
conclude that they can raid infoshops and take 
computers used to publish the alternative 
press with impunity. 

Since the last issue of Slingshot , police 
returned all of the computers seized in the raid, 
presumably after copying all information 
contained on the computers. As a result, law 
enforcement have had unrestricted access to 
private data relating to the Infoshop, Slingshot 
and East Bay Prisoner Support as well as 
anyone who might have used the public 
access computers prior to the police raid 
Luckily, it does not appear any address 
records of Slingshots' volunteer distributors 
were on the computers seized 

So far, as Slingshot goes to press, no one 
has been arrested related to the police raid or 
regarding threats to UC Berkeley animal 
researchers. At least to our knowledge, the 
police have not attempted to contact or 
question anyone associated with Long Haul 
regarding the raid. The initial fear and stress 
surrounding the Long Haul scene right after 
the raid have been replaced by a sense of 
increased energy and unity at Long Haul. 
There’s nothing like a police raid to shake a 
project out of its sense of complacency and 
stagnation and to reduce infighting. The Long 
Haul raid was quickly followed by numerous 
house raids in Minneapolis designed to squash 
resistance to the Republication National 
Convention. Let’s hope all of us who have 
suffered police raids can figure out ways to 
push back, both in the court room, and in the 


computers for improper purposes. The lawsuit of the public of a public-access computer 












Slingshot and operates an infoshop and library 
at 3124 Shattuck in Berkeley It is clear that 
the police never would have gotten such a 
broad search warrant to seize every computer 
at the Berkeley Public Library if the email in 
question had come from the public library, 
rather than from a radical Infoshop. While the 
police perhaps intended their raid to intimidate 
local activists, Long Haul was able to reopen 
the night of the raid. The public-access 
computer room reopened a month later with 
new (used) donated computers. The Long 
Haul community has ultimately not been 
distracted from the real struggle for freedom 
and ecological sustainability, and by filing suit, 
Long Haul is pushing back against police 
repression. 

The lawsuit, filed by the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation and the ACLU of Northern 
California on behalf of Long Haul and East Bay 
Prisoner Support Group, which had an office at 
Long Haul and had their computer seized in 
the raid, seeks an injunction against law 
enforcement using the data from the seized 
computers for improper purposes. The lawsuit 
also seeks “to prevent any retaliation, 
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monitoring, or surveillance enabled by the 
seizure of” the computer data. 

The suit contends that the search warrant 
was improper because it “authorized searches 
and seizures of areas and effects for which the 
affidavit failed to provide probable cause” and 
because it “did not specifically describe the 
place to be searched or the things to be 
seized.” The lawsuit alleges that the statement 
of probable cause supporting the search 
warrant “established no reason to suspect 
Plaintiffs of any wrongdoing and presented no 
evidence to the issuing magistrate alleging 
Plaintiffs were involved in any illegal acts. 
Rather, the Statement of Probable Cause only 
alleged improper use by an unknown member 
of the public of a public-access computer 
located at Long Haul. Despite this, Defendant 


Kasiske requested and obtained a warrant 
applying to all the rooms at Long Haul, even 
those inaccessible to the general public, and 
all electronic processing and storage devices, 
even those not used by or accessible to the 
general public" 

The suit charges that the police violated the 
first and fourth amendment (freedom of 
assembly/speech and freedom from 
unreasonable searches and seizures) as well 
as the federal Privacy Protection Act, which 
protects publishers from search and seizure 
except in the most narrow circumstances. The 
lawsuit claims that the Slingshot and East Bay 
Prisoner Support computers should have been 
protected from police search under the PPA 
because each were used “with a purpose to 
disseminate to the public a newspaper, book, 


and East Bay Prisoner Support as well as 
anyone who might have used the public 
access computers prior to the police raid 
Luckily, it does not appear any address 
records of Slingshot S' volunteer distributors 
were on the computers seized 

So far, as Slingshot goes to press, no one 
has been arrested related to the police raid or 
regarding threats to UC Berkeley animal 
researchers. At least to our knowledge, the 
police have not attempted to contact or 
question anyone associated with Long Haul 
regarding the raid. The initial fear and stress 
surrounding the Long Haul scene right after 
the raid have been replaced by a sense of 
increased energy and unity at Long Haul. 
There’s nothing like a police raid to shake a 
project out of its sense of complacency and 
stagnation and to reduce infighting. The Long 
Haul raid was quickly followed by numerous 
house raids in Minneapolis designed to squash 
resistance to the Republication National 
Convention. Let’s hope all of us who have 
suffered police raids can figure out ways to 
push back, both in the court room, and in the 
streets. Long live the Long Haul! 



Don't mistake this for an Eastbay Ear 
column Martin Snapp—after years at the 
Oakland Tribune —is now writing his chatty 
gossip for the decidedly un-Berkeley Berkeley 
Voice Though the Trib has become such a 
joke that it's known in local circles as the West 
Coast Onion, Snapp himself has yet to lower 
his standards far enough for the pages of 
Slingshot. And so, while we wait for his 
eventual fall from grace, I will attempt to take 
his place. 

BEST BIKE REPAIR IN TOWN, hands 
down, is Cloud Nine, a one-woman shop 
located in a shack behind the Berkeley Musical 
Instrument Exchange, one block from Ashby 
BART Cloud Nine has expert service, cheap 
prices, and a casual setting. Sit under the tree 
playing with her tyke instead of being 
bombarded by the usual machismo and 
bullshit attitude that comes with having to fix 


NEW MAG ONTHE BLOCK: Asscactus. 
This rag gives Absolutely Zippo a run for its 
money (sic), with its barely legible—yet 
thoroughly charming and insightful—take on 
Berkeley punk life. Stories include the epic tale 
of a stolen golf cart joyride through the El 
Cerrito Hills. After reading the first issue, I 
dreamt I was at the Ashtray, storied 
punkhouse of yore. The Asscactus staff had 
taken over the place. I tried to act nonchalant 
while stepping over them, sprawled out in 
varied states of consciousness on the floor. “I’ll 
show these young whippersnappers that I 
know my way around," I thought, but entering 
the bathroom I found myself—with pants 
down—right in the middle of the Asscactus 
office! They had replaced the toilet with 
bedrolls and moldy bagels! No toilet—that was 
taking things too far. That was too punk I felt 

pwir.tpd Ahandnneri Unstaaed I woke un 


primary life of both may now be on the 
basketball court). As Gilman's head of security 
laments, “It’s easier to start something than to 
keep it going." Conversely, the Purple House 
(nee Pink) recently turned one hundred, and 
shows no sign of slowing their embrace of full- 
on freakdom. True, the current residents have 
only occupied the premises for the last two 
decades, but, as anyone who’s set foo’t inside 
can attest, the fact that the house still stands is 
a miracle in itself. The Purple House has taken 
ten plagues at a time—two to each room—for 
years on end, yet still manages to thrive. Let it 
be a model to live by. 

PLEA BARGAINS: Two riders in the recent, 
post-riot Eastbay Critical Mass were arrested 
in Oakland—and then unarrested just as fast, 
with these magical Words: “Set them free and 
well turn around and go back to Berkeley." 


eye level...The conflict between promoters of 
Ashkenaz and Gilman has yet to be resolved 
as peacefully Ashkenaz booker Space Nug 
was seen confronting one of Gilman's 
Staplegun Army on Fourth Street, threatening 
turf war over the ever-shrinking public space 
for posters. “Tell your peeps that Space Nug 
has Berkeley on lockdown," he warned. “This 
is my ‘hood." 

JUNK PIRATES got an unexpected bounty 
when Fantasy Studios shut down. Known to 
locals as “the House that Creedence Built”, 
Fantasy was a monument to dishonesty and 
greed—paid for by the royalties that Fogerty & 
co. never got to see, stolen from them in one 
of the most infamous bad contract deals in 
music history. We here at Slingshot were glad 
to see it go—but not as glad as the lucky fucks 
who found Fantasy's master tapes when they 
filtered into Urban Ore from the citv dumD! 













Don't mistake this for an Eastbay Ear 
column. Martin Snapp—after years at the 
Oakland Tribune— is now writing his chatty 
gossip for the decidedly un-Berkeley Berkeley 
Voice Though the Trib has become such a 
joke that it's known in local circles as the West 
Coast Onion, Snapp himself has yet to lower 
his standards far enough for the pages of 
Slingshot. And so, while we wait for his 
eventual fall from grace, I will attempt to take 
his place. 

BEST BIKE REPAIR IN TOWN, hands 
down, is Cloud Nine, a one-woman shop 
located in a shack behind the Berkeley Musical 
Instrument Exchange, one block from Ashby 
BART Cloud Nine has expert service, cheap 
prices, and a casual setting. Sit under the tree 
playing with her tyke instead of being 
bombarded by the usual machismo and 
bullshit attitude that comes with having to fix 
your bike (yes, even when you do it yourself). 
2923 Adeline Street 

MUCH SPECULATION has been made 
about the emergence on Telegraph of two 
different—and often overlapping—ethnic 
business districts Little Ethiopia and Korea 
Town Official recognition from the city of 0- 
town is rumored to be in the works for K-town, 
though not E-town, and the Foot wonders 
why? The neighborhood takeover, by both, is 
near total, and largely beneficial (with 
Ethiopians and Eritreans now running many 
area markets and liquor stores, and every 
Japanese sushi place on Telegraph being 
secretly Korean-owned) Besides matters of 
culture and language, the only real difference 
between the two—and it’s a big one—is that 
most E-town patrons and business owners live 
in the neighborhood, while much of K-town s 
business is from commuters coming in from 
the burbs. At least, such is what my admittedly 
unscientific research has uncovered Give 'em 
both their due, l say 


NEW MAG ONTHE BLOCK: Asscactus. 
This rag gives Absolutely Zippo a run for its 
money (sic), with its barely legible—yet 
thoroughly charming and insightful—take on 
Berkeley punk life. Stories include the epic tale 
of a stolen golf cart joyride through the El 
Cerrito Hills. After reading the first issue, I 
dreamt I was at the Ashtray, storied 
punkhouse of yore The Asscactus staff had 
taken over the place. I tried to act nonchalant 
while stepping over them, sprawled out in 
varied states of consciousness on the floor. “I’ll 
show these young whippersnappers that I 
know my way around ” I thought, but entering 
the bathroom I found myself—with pants 
down—right in the middle of the Asscactus 
office! They had replaced the toilet with 
bedrolls and moldy bagels! No toilet—that was 
taking things too far. That was too punk I felt 
evicted Abandoned. Upstaged. I woke up. 
confused by the metaphor and badly needing 
to piss You can buy Asscactus at Collector's 
Realm on Telegraph, or find their crew hanging 
out outside of the nearby Peet’s.. Runner-up 
on the rack is the (recent if not hot-off-the- 
presses) fanzine Feedback, with concert 
reviews done as episodic comics. Keep an eye 
out for it! 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARIES: The Book Zoo 
beat the odds by turning five, showing that 
even the least likely to succeed in an already 
dying breed stands a chance, and should still 
fight to the last! The Gilman Street Project 
turned twenty-two, according to author William 
Saroyan "the best year of every man’s life". but 
perhaps not so for a club. The private 
celebration—involving a game of Go and a cag 
of stale chips—was more fodder for the club s 
detractors who’ve groused for years tnat the 
spark, spunk, and pit have long been missing 
from the once-seminal spot. Still, like People's 
Park, Gilman remains a valuable resource and 
a counter-cultural landmark (though the 


primary life of both may now be on the 
basketball court). As Gilman’s head of security 
laments, “It’s easier to start something than to 
keep it going.” Conversely, the Purple House 
(nee Pink) recently turned one hundred, and 
shows no sign of slowing their embrace of full- 
on freakdom. True, the current residents have 
only occupied the premises for the last two 
decades, but, as anyone who's set foot inside 
can attest, the fact that the house still stands is 
a miracle in itself. The Purple House has taken 
ten plagues at a time—two to each room—for 
years on end, yet still manages to thrive. Let it 
be a model to live by. 

PLEA BARGAINS: Two riders in the recent, 
post-riot Eastbay Critical Mass were arrested 
in Oakland—and then unarrested just as fast, 
with these magical Words: “Set them free and 
well turn around and go back to Berkeley.” 



FLIER WARS: Tensions are simmering 
between the rival forces that bring beauty and 
public discourse to the telephone poles of our 
sleepy town, “Stop sabotaging your success,” 
say the handbills for a local men’s self-help 
group which Cool Kyle and Uncle Fun found 
regularly covering up their own fliers—for the 
Down Low, a nightclub in the basement of 
Indian restaurant Pasand. Finally, they took 
the number and called. “Yes, do you have a 
problem?” asked the soothing voice on the 
Men's Club hotline. Kyle lost his cool “No.” he 
yelled, “but you’re gonna have one if you don’t 
stop covering up our motherfucking fliers!” 
Ever since, the Men's Club man has kept his 
postings at the bottom of the pole, far beiow 


eye level...The conflict between promoters of 
Ashkenaz and Gilman has yet to be resolved 
as peacefully Ashkenaz booker Space Nug 
was seen confronting one of Gilman's 
Staplegun Army on Fourth Street, threatening 
turf war over the ever-shrinking public space 
for posters. “Tell your peeps that Space Nug 
has Berkeley on lockdown," he warned. “This 
is my ‘hood.” 

JUNK PIRATES got an unexpected bounty 
when Fantasy Studios shut down. Known to 
locals as “the House that Creedence Built", 
Fantasy was a monument to dishonesty and 
greed—paid for by the royalties that Fogerty & 
co. never got to see, stolen from them in one 
of the most infamous bad contract deals in 
music history. We here at Slingshot were glad 
to see it go—but not as glad as the lucky fucks 
who found Fantasy’s master tapes when they 
filtered into Urban Ore from the city dump! 
Original Metallica reels were reported to be 
among the loot—but lawyers for our West 
County acne-faced heroes put a quick stop to 
some scavenger’s attempt to turn that 
particular trash into Ebay gold. 

LASTLY, and on that same note, an old pal 
recently came to me concerned about our 
mutual friend Cauliflower. “I saw her digging 
through the trash cans at Ashby BART,” he 
confided The news worried me, too— 
obviously Cauliflower was on to something 
good that she was keeping to herself. When I 
found her at the Trader Joe’s dumpster she 
admitted as much. “You can trade in all the 
change ieft over on BART cards that people 
throw away,” she said, "Wednesdays at 
Downtown Berkeley.” Cauliflower and I sat 
together in the new shelter built for the 
dumpster (and dumpster divers) at the E-ville 
Trader Joe’s, eating a four-course meal while 
we waited out the rain. 

Got an item for the Foot? Write your own 
damn column. I’ve got dishes to do. 







By T. Love 

After seeing the video of Bay Area Rapid 
Transit (BART) police officers shooting and 
killing Oscar Grant, a completely unarmed 
Black man who was down on the ground while 
other police officers held him down, I had 
difficulty breathing, I cried, and then I wiped my 
eyes and I pulled my self together to try to 
sound coherent, to write clearly and 
civilized .civilized., so surreal. Because the 
entire event was captured in a video tape, 
there is no mistake of the events Was this an 
isolated incident? 

No, because just a few hours before Oscar 
Grant was killed in California, another unarmed 
African-American, Bobby Tolan, was gunned 
down by police in Texas. 

I feel the momentum, like a breeze of 
revolution, of people all over the world who are 
tired of police carrying guns! It is a breeze that 
cannot and should not be ignored. There is a 
storm coming. All over the world people are 
taking action as a result of Police killing 
unarmed people. In Greece there were riots for 
weeks, in Oakland the people took to the 
streets for many days and even here in 
Olympia, the heavily policed capital of 
Washington state, activists have dared to take 
to the street. 

In January 2009 in Olympia, about 45 
people came together and wanted to show 
solidarity with the actions with Greece and 
Oakland. At first, the torch lit march against the 
police killings was silent and full of quiet 
emotion and anger about the increase in 

Inllinnc- thon Or moll/inn in/J 


beaten (not shot) to death and killed by 
Portland Police officers in September 2006. 

Many of you will never know what it feels 
like to be an African-American, financially 
disadvantaged, disabled person and walk the 
streets of a city knowing at any time you might 
be the next unarmed African-American male to 
be killed by Police. It’s like the Black man's 
lottery that none of us wants to win The only 
way that we, people from all backgrounds win 
in this crisis is join together to solve this crisis ’ 
that divides us and speak out together | 

Long ago, I researched every aspect of the 
Amadou Bailo Diallo killing, in which an 
unarmed Black man was killed in a barrage of 
41 bullets fired by Police officers, and yet I still 
can’t make sense of it. But I told myself it 
couldn’t get worse than that. After all, the 
police said it looked like Diallo drew a gun, but 
it turned out he pulled out his wallet to show 
them the Photo ID because they requested to 
see it even as their guns were drawn. 
Whenever police harass me with racial 
profiling and ask me for ID. I move slowly, 
carefully and remember Diallo 


class of our failed system On Saturday 
December 6th at around 10 pm, two Greek 
policemen engaged in a verbal argument with 
a small group of teenagers in the center of 










promotion. 

In May 1997, Shiloe Johnson was walking 
his bicycle across a bridge late at night. He 
was unarmed and wearing a Walkman and 



Athens During the argument, one of the cops 
pulled his gun and shot 15-year-old 
Alexandras Grigoropoulos (Greek: 
A/j^av5po<; - Av5pea<; Fpr|yop6n-ouA.o<;)) 
Riots broke out across Greece and the world 
from the event. The police always cite 
mistakes being made 

I know it is not about social class. Bobby 
Tolan was a reserve outfielder during his years 
with the Cardinals, with whom he won a World 
Series title in 1967 Bobby Tolan has a son 
Robert (Robbie) Tolan who plays professional 
baseball in the Washington Nationals. On 



could not hear what was going on around him. 
A police offer approached his friend ar| d his 
friend started yelling. The cop then jumped 
Shiloe from behind and several seconds later 
the cop shot Shiloe point blank in the head. 
The cop had been dismissed from the LAPD 
for brutality At last record, he is still employed 
as an officer in Napa, CA. 

In August 1997 Abner Louima, a male, 
unarmed immigrant, was assaulted, brutalized 
and forcibly sodomized with a broken 
broomstick by a number of New York City 
police in a bathroom at the 70th Precinct police 
station house in Brooklyn. They did all this 


while Louima’s hands were cuffed behind his 
back. 

In May 2003, Ousmane Zongo a Burkinabe 
arts trader living in New York City, was 
completely unarmed and yet shot and killed by 
a New York City Police Department officer in a 
case of mistaken identity during a botched 
police sting. The shooter, officer Bryan Conroy, 











































urant was killed in California, another unarmed 
African-American, Bobby Tolan, was gunned 
down by police in Texas. 

I feel the momentum, like a breeze of 
revolution, of people all over the world who are 
tired of police carrying guns! It is a breeze that 
cannot and should not be ignored. There is a 
storm coming. All over the world people are 
taking action as a result of Police killing 
unarmed people. In Greece there were riots for 
weeks, in Oakland the people took to the 
streets for many days and even here in 
Olympia, the heavily policed capital of 
Washington state, activists have dared to take 
to the street. 

In January 2009 in Olympia, about 45 
people came together and wanted to show 
solidarity with the actions with Greece and 
Oakland. At first, the torch lit march against the 
police killings was silent and full of quiet 
emotion and anger about the increase in 
killings; then after walking around downtown 
Olympia some folks joined in and began 
playing the banjo, singing action orientated 
songs and Woody Guthrie songs. Several 
people pulled out road flares, held them up 
and then threw them onto the street and 
flipped over dumpsters to block police cars that 
began tailing them. Some held signs that said 
“Fight Back", “Fire All Cops” and much more. 
Some of the marchers screamed “Beneath the 
Concrete Lies the World of Our Dreams" and 
“Destroy Misery” and instead of fading off into 
nothingness as many marches often do, after 
looping around the downtown Olympia area 
picking up more people the march then 
headed towards the police station on the 
Westside of Olympia! The police quickly 
dispersed them with 3 people arrested and 
over 9 people detained. These are actions 
people are taking to let the world know: people 
are fed up with police carrying guns. 

It does not take great skill and resources to 
show your opposition to police carrying guns. 
Much like most of you reading this, I am of few 
resources as I am a severely disabled, 
financially disadvantaged, Black feminist living 
on the West coast who happily writes with lots 
of typos and a blatant disregard for the 
grammatical rules of the Colonized English 
language. I watched the video of several 
different angles available online and what I 
saw was far more chilling than watching 
Rodnev Kina beina heat hv Poline Offiners in 
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41 bullets fired by Police officers, and yet I still 
can’t make sense of it. But I told myself it 
couldn’t get worse than that. After all, the 
police said it looked like Diallo drew a gun, but 
it turned out he pulled out his wallet to show 
them the Photo ID because they requested to 
see it even as their guns were drawn. 
Whenever police harass me with racial 
profiling and ask me for ID. I move slowly, 
carefully and remember Diallo. 


Alexandras Grigoropoulos (Greek. 
A^avSpog - AvSpcaq Tpriyoponrootax;) ), 
Riots broke out across Greece and the world 
from the event. The police always cite 
mistakes being made 

I know it is not about social class. Bobby 
Tolan was a reserve outfielder during his years 
with the Cardinals, with whom he won a World 
Series title in 1967 Bobby Tolan has a son 
Robert (Robbie) Tolan who plays professional 
baseball in the Washington Nationals. On 


December 31, 2008, Robbie was shot by a 
Bellaire, Texas policeman after an altercation 
occurred and Robbie’s mother was slammed 
against the garage door by an officer. 
According to Tolan’s uncle, “Her son was on 
his back at the time, and he raised up and 


friend started yelling. The cop then jumped 
Shiioe from behind and several seconds later 
the cop shot Shiioe point blank in the head. 
The cop had been dismissed from the LAPD 
for brutality. At last record, he is still employed 
as an officer in Napa, CA. 

In August 1997 Abner Louima, a male, 
unarmed immigrant, was assaulted, brutalized 
and forcibly sodomized with a broken 
broomstick by a number of New York City 
police in a bathroom at the 70th Precinct police 
station house in Brooklyn. They did all this 

while Louima’s hands were cuffed behind his 
back. 

In May 2003, Ousmane Zongo a Burkinabe 
arts trader living in New York City, was 
completely unarmed and yet shot and killed by 
a New York City Police Department officer in a 
case of mistaken identity during a botched 
police sting. The shooter, officer Bryan Conroy, 
was disguised as a postal worker and shot 
Zongo four times, twice in the back but did not 
receive any jail time. Zongo is survived by a 
widow and two children. 

In October 2008, newlywed Julian 
Alexander, completely unarmed, was shot and 
killed outside his California home by police in a 
case the police called mistaken identity 
Alexander’s wife and her 15-year-old sister 
looked out the window during the incident and 
saw the police flip Julian’s limp and bleeding 
body over... and then handcuffed him while he 
bleeding, in the exact same manner that Oscar 
Grant was handcuffed after being shot by the 
Police. 

It didn’t just happen to Oscar Grant. Julian 
Alexander, Jonny Gamage, Diallo, Kendra 
James, James Philip Chasse, Jr., Alexandras 
Grigoropoulos or all the countless other 
unarmed people all over the world killed by 
police... it is happening to people as a whole, 
everyone of all backgrounds in our society, 
who are more frequently being placed into a 
position where we are being killed by police... 
even after begging for our lives. 

It is time to stop begging for justice! It is time 
to rise to action! 

I was born in Philadelphia and I know there 
is crime and I have been mugged many times 
and had a mugger put a gun to my head... but 
the police have tasers, pepper-spray, rubber 
bullets, dogs, riot gear, batons, asphyxiation 
and a few dozen other kinds of unethical forms 








playing the banjo, singing action orientated 
songs and Woody Guthrie songs. Several 
people pulled out road flares, held them up 
and then threw them onto the street and 
flipped over dumpsters to block police cars that 
began tailing them. Some held signs that said 
“Fight Back”, “Fire All Cops” and much more. 
Some of the marchers screamed “Beneath the 
Concrete Lies the World of Our Dreams” and 
“Destroy Misery" and instead of fading off into 
nothingness as many marches often do, after 
looping around the downtown Olympia area, 
picking up more people, the march then 
headed towards the police station on the 
Westside of Olympia! The police quickly 
dispersed them with 3 people arrested and 
over 9 people detained. These are actions 
people are taking to let the world know: people 
are fed up with police carrying guns. 

It does not take great skill and resources to 
show your opposition to police carrying guns. 
Much like most of you reading this, I am of few 
resources as I am a severely disabled, 
financially disadvantaged, Black feminist living 
on the West coast who happily writes with lots 
of typos and a blatant disregard for the 
grammatical rules of the Colonized English 
language. I watched the video of several 
different angles available online and what I 
saw was far more chilling than watching 
Rodney King being beat by Police Officers, in 
which Rodney King was fortunate to live 
through his hellish ordeal. 
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I considered Rodney King “lucky”, because I 
used to live in Portland, Oregon, where three 
completely unarmed African-Americans were 
actually killed... by Portland Police within 25 
months; Byron Hammick in 2002, Kendra 
James in May 2003 and James Jahar Perez 
shortly afterwards. James Philip Chasse, Jr. 
was not African-American, but was a mentally 
challenged unarmed person who was literally 
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And then on November 27th, 2006 Sean 
Bell, an unarmed New Yorker was killed just 
hours before his wedding. I thought to myself, 
surely it couldn’t get worse that...it’ll get better. 
The police said they thought a fellow police 
office yelled ‘Gun’ but it was just a mistake. 


December 31, 2008, Robbie was shot by a 
Bellaire, Texas policeman after an altercation 
occurred and Robbie’s mother was slammed 
against the garage door by an officer. 
According to Tolan’s uncle, “Her son was on 
his back at the time, and he raised up and 
asked, What are you doing to my mom?’ and 
the officer shot him - while he was on the 
ground.’’ 

In October 1995. Jonny Gammage, a 31 
year old African-American was driving in the 
mostly-white Pittsburgh suburbs of Brentwood, 
in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. The car 
that Gammage was driving, a Jaguar, 
belonged to National Football League (NFL) 
player Ray Seals, Gammage’s cousin. After a 
routine traffic stop Sgt. Keith Henderson and 
Patterson asphyxiated Gammage, who was 
completely unarmed during the entire incident, 
while he begged for his life. Court reports state 
his last words were: “Keith, Keith, I’m only 31.” 
Officer John Vojtas, one of the police involved 
in the traffic stop, was found not guilty by a jury 
with no minority members. He was permitted to 
return to work as a police officer in the 


receive any jail time. Zongo is survived by a 
widow and two children 

In October 2008, newlywed Julian 
Alexander, completely unarmed, was shot and 
killed outside his California home by police in a 
case the police called mistaken identity 
Alexander’s wife and her 15-year-old sister 
looked out the window during the incident and 
saw the police flip Julian’s limp and bleeding 
body over... and then handcuffed him while he 
bleeding, in the exact same manner that Oscar 
Grant was handcuffed after being shot by the 
Police. 

It didn’t just happen to Oscar Grant. Julian 
Alexander, Jonny Gamage, Diallo, Kendra 
James, James Philip Chasse, Jr., Alexandras 
Grigoropoulos or all the countless other 
unarmed people all over the world killed by 
police... it is happening to people as a whole, 
everyone of all backgrounds in our society, 
who are more frequently being placed into a 
position where we are being killed by police... 
even after begging for our lives. 

It is time to stop begging for justice! It is time 
to rise to action! 

I was born in Philadelphia and I know there 
is crime and I have been mugged many times 
and had a mugger put a gun to my head... but 
the police have tasers, pepper-spray, rubber 
bullets, dogs, riot gear, batons, asphyxiation 
and a few dozen other kinds of unethical forms 
of weapons that are even against the Geneva 
Convention like broken broomsticks at their 
disposal so why must they carry guns to 
continue killing unarmed people? If authorities 
can use tranquilizer guns to stop wild animals 
why are we as humans literally executed by 
police with guns and bullets? 

Police killing unarmed people has become 
so routine that people ignore it and try not to 
think about it. I am hoping that you will not 
remain silent about police killing unarmed 
people anywhere in the world and you will take 
action and let people know that the system of 
armed police in our communities needs to end. 

It is time to start feeling the momentum of 
action, the breeze of revolution, and start 
working on a new way of life for people 
worldwide. 
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By I Steve 

If you’re picking up this issue in the near or 
distant future (from 2009 AD), let me refresh 
your memory. Late New Year’s Eve. BART 
police came to the Fruitvale station responding 
to a report of groups of youth fighting. While 
they detained many suspects, one BART 
policeman, Johannes Mehserle. pulled his 
revolver, waited, and then fatally shot Oscar 
Grant. Over the next week, people from many 
paths realized “Whoa! What the fuck!" and a 
protest happened, which turned into a march, 
which became an outburst of property 
destruction and disposal container abuse with 
over a hundred arrests. This awakened and 
actualized the natural human capacity to 
realize another world is possible. Hopefully 
anyway. Most rational observers acknowledge 
that the militant protests were the key factor in 
getting the system to take the killing seriously 

The media (and we assume the police) have 
noticed a substantial presence of perceived 
anarchists This includes everyone who 
engaged in direct action and covered their 
faces, and many of those people probably 
were anarchists. The protest was demonized 
by the media. Many anarchists feel threatened 
because times like these are the only time that 
mainstream media notices anarchists. 

People who read between the lines may 
wonder, who are these anarchists? Are they 
real 7 Such a one might consider looking at an 
anarchist publication from the East Bay to 
understand such a perspective; perhaps that’s 


concern that is the basis of solidarity with 
youth of color and other oppressed 
communities. Police don't like anarchists (they 
especially don't like anarchist youth of color). 
If police can kill people with impunity we're in 
an awkward situation 


By Gerald Smith 

On January 1, 2009 Oscar Grant was 
murdered by Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) 
cop Johannes Mehserle. The killing of Grant 
was captured on cell phone videos by other 
passengers on the train. It is important to note 
that the police attempted to collect all the cell 


r 






WS-; 



m*' ~r . 

■ -jTH *(*»»• 

■ ^ tTa i*- 0 ' 

■s IS 



you. 




I f NOT 

■la 

■fsavfce 

■ J 

I 

* 

| 

■ SiMM 






? \ i 

I III 

I;! 1 !!; : 


The Role of the Corporate Media 
and the Police 

After the January 7, 2009 rally, the 
corporate media went into full effect. They 
reported that over 300 businesses were 
destroyed and that hundreds went crazy in the 
streets. These reports were grossly 
( exaggerated. The actual damage: about 40 
j store windows were smashed, a couple of 
| dozen garbage cans thrown in the streets, and 
: significant damage to a few vehicles. Hardly 
the end of human civilization. Nevertheless, 
the indiscriminate nature of some of the 
property destruction did not help our cause 
and made it easier for media to depict the 
demonstrators as psychos and sociopaths. 
Thus the people who oppose this wanton 
murder are turned into their opposite in the 
minds of people who know little of the struggle 
except what they see on the TV. When the 
“mainstream" media reports inaccurate 
information or outright lies they are not making 
a mistake. The role of the corporate media is 
to create and regenerate false-consciousness 

In regards to the police, media loyally 
promotes the necessary illusions that the 
police maintain law and order in the interests 
of all. “Serve and Protect" is the motto of 
police departments throughout the country. 
But who did the police “Serve and Protect" by 
murdering Oscar Grant? Certainly not the 
public. 

To place this senseless murder in its proper 
social context it is useful to explain what kind 
of society we live in and how it operates. We 










distant future (from 2009 AD), let me refresh 
your memory. Late New Year’s Eve. BART 
police came to the Fruitvale station responding 
to a report of groups of youth fighting. While 
they detained many suspects, one BART 
policeman, Johannes Menserle, pulled his 
revolver waited, and then fatally shot Oscar 
Grant. Over the next week, people from many 
paths realized “Whoa! What the fuck!” and a 
protest happened, which turned into a march, 
which became an outburst of property 
destruction and disposal container abuse with 
over a hundred arrests. This awakened and 
actualized the natural human capacity to 
realize another world is possible. Hopefully 
anyway. Most rational observers acknowledge 
that the militant protests were the key factor in 
getting the system to take the killing seriously 

The media (and we assume the police) have 
noticed a substantial presence of perceived 
anarchists This includes everyone who 
engaged in direct action and covered their 
faces, and many of those people probably 
were anarchists. The protest was demonized 
by the media. Many anarchists feel threatened 
because times like these are the only time that 
mainstream media notices anarchists. 

People who read between the lines may 
wonder, who are these anarchists? Are they 
reap Such a one might consider looking at an 
anarchist publication from the East Bay to 
understand such a perspective; perhaps that’s 
you. 

Elements of bullshit regarding the 
Oakland riot and anarchists: 

A powerful, orderly protest was 
hijacked by anarchists, radicals 
and/or gangsta youth 

The corporate media and the government 
have two preferred responses to protest; 
downplaying and ignoring, or demonizing. 
Only when these fail will they consider 
appeasement, negotiation, or concession. 
When, because of lack of opportunity or 
finesse, only the first two outcomes are 
available, condemnation is all too often better 
that irrelevance. Wasn’t it P.T. Barnum who 
said, “The only bad publicity is no publicity?” 

There were no good protesters and bad 
protesters A broad variety of views exist 
among both the community and the protesters, 
and even the rioters as well Some thought 
the basic idea of riotous protest was good, but 


youth of color and other oppressed 
communities. Police don't like anarchists (they 
especially don't like anarchist youth of color). 
If police can kill people with impunity we're in 
an awkward situation 
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' cop Johannes Mehserle. The killing of Grant 
; was captured on cell phone videos by other 
; passengers on the train It is important to note 
i that the police attempted to collect all the cell 




■ . _ 

■IThis 

■s.. 

II IS 

IfNOT 

■la 

if service?, 






oW -otesW ^ *e| 


^SSSST 


jj® | 


I 

I 




OSCAR GRANT 

f 






m&m 





1986-2008 






Those wacky anarchists don’t know 
what they want 

We is me and a couple friends but. 

We want people to look at the shooting as 
part of a social problem. The pigfucker media 
has been portraying this as “did the cop 
somehow accidentally shoot the guy, or did he 
blink and become a murderous zombie for a 







phones that had recorded the incident, as 
“evidence.” In fact, it was a part of a failed 
attempt to cover-up the murder. We are lucky 
that not everyone was slavishly obedient to 
police demands of their personal property. 
The videos were posted on the Internet and 
broadcast on TV news making it crystal clear 
what had happened. The people were 


After the January 7, 2009 rally, the 
corporate media went into full effect. They 
reported that over 300 businesses were 
destroyed and that hundreds went crazy in the 
streets. These reports were grossly 
exaggerated. The actual damage: about 40 
store windows were smashed, a couple of 
dozen garbage cans thrown in the streets, and 
significant damage to a few vehicles. Hardly 
the end of human civilization. Nevertheless, 
the indiscriminate nature of some of the 
property destruction did not help our cause 
and made it easier for media to depict the 
demonstrators as psychos and sociopaths. 
Thus the people who oppose this wanton 
murder are turned into their opposite in the 
minds of people who know little of the struggle 
except what they see on the TV. When the 
“mainstream" media reports inaccurate 
information or outright lies they are not making 
a mistake. The role of the corporate media is 
to create and regenerate false-consciousness 

In regards to the police, media loyally 
promotes the necessary illusions that the 
police maintain law and order in the interests 
of all. “Serve and Protect" is the motto of 
police departments throughout the country. 
But who did the police “Serve and Protect” by 
murdering Oscar Grant? Certainly not the 
public. 

To place this senseless murder in its proper 
social context it is useful to explain what kind 
of society we live in and how it operates. We 
live in a capitalist society. The big bosses, 
bankers and landlords constitute the ruling 
class in this society. As such they are a tiny 
minority of the population. Working people, 
the overwhelming majority of the population, 
own very little of consequence while the 
capitalists own the lions’ share of the national 
wealth. This is why the capitalists must 
maintain a repressive state apparatus, i.e. the 
army, police and prisons, to impose their will 
on society. 

The role of the police, as a part of the state, 
is to “serve and protect” the capitalist class and 
their interests. 

On December 6, 2008 in the district of 
Exarchia in Athens, Greece a 15 year old 
student, Alexandras Grigoropoulos, was 
murdered in cold blood — shot by a police 
officer. Spontaneous resistance, including a 
General Strike, exploded in Athens and 






A powerful, orderly protest was 
hijacked by anarchists, radicals 
and/or gangsta youth 

The corporate media and the government 
have two preferred responses to protest; 
downplaying and ignoring, or demonizing. 
Only when these fail will they consider 
appeasement, negotiation, or concession. 
When, because of lack of opportunity or 
finesse, only the first two outcomes are 
available, condemnation is all too often better 
that irrelevance. Wasn’t it P.T. Barnum who 
said. “The only bad publicity is no publicity?” 

There were no good protesters and bad 
protesters A broad variety of views exist 
among both the community and the protesters, 
and even the rioters as well Some thought 
the basic idea of riotous protest was good, but 
found the vast collateral damage regrettable. 
A hefty faction thought an in-your-face aggro 
march was good but would prefer no trashing 
or scuffling Some thought there wasn't 
enough destruction. Many wished we had 

never left Fruitvale BART A lot of people 
thought everything turned out the best way 
possible, but I'm not sure how many of them 
always think that. 

The anarchist and “Berkeley 
radicals” were outsiders and/or 
opportunists 

Yeah yeah, fuck you too. Oakland probably 
has more anarchists per capita than any mid¬ 
sized American city. And outside of what? 
Oscar Grant lived in Hayward, Johannes 
Mehserle wasn't from Oakland, and only a few 
of the kids on the BART platform probably 
were. Are we native to the BART system? We 
use public transit hella more than the assholes 
who call us outsiders. 

They say that anarchists and “Berkeley 
radicals” were using the shooting to push 
another agenda Why yes actually, we do 
believe events like the BART shooting 
illuminate the need for a better society Despite 
our idealism, there is also a very practical 
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Those wacky anarchists don’t know! 
what they want 

We is me and a couple friends but.. 

We want people to look at the shooting as 
part of a social problem. The pigfucker media 
has been portraying this as “did the cop 
somehow accidentally shoot the guy, or did he 
blink and become a murderous zombie for a 
moment?" Every step of the way BART stalled 
for ways to find an alibi. The state exists to 
institutionalize incompetence, alienation and 
cruelty. 

Reading the bathroom-wall comments on 
SFGate comment boards, we read overt 
racists saying “Why the big fuss about a police 
killing, but nothing about all the gang-banging 
shootings?” The covert-racist liberals avoid 
this question because the answer is so 
obvious: the police presence in marginalized 
communities is consistently oppressive, and 
petty police murder is too much icing on the 
cake, a sledge-hammer that breaks the 
camel's back. 

We want a massive overhaul of how our 
society deals with personal and social justice, 

We want a broader appreciation of the 
powerful idea of a coherent strategy for 
reclaiming, seizing and transforming public 
space. This involves many elements; a 
cohesive plan for grass-roots community 
security, the procurement of free territory by 
many ways that create spaces of freedom from 
ambient atomizing paranoia, and the liberation 
of anyone connected to such land This 
involves communicating a shift of tactical 
fantasy from random destruction to liberated 
utopia 

All you who dared to bust loose, what is thy 
vision? 


phones that had recorded the incident, as 
“evidence.” In fact, it was a part of a failed 
attempt to cover-up. the murder. We are lucky 
that not everyone was slavishly obedient to 
, police demands of their personal property. 
The videos were posted on the Internet and 
broadcast on TV news making it crystal clear 
what had happened. The people were 
( justifiably angry. This was not a time for the 
j pacifist gibberish about loving your enemy. 

Almost 1,000 folks came to the funeral for 
j Grant in Hayward on January 7 and over 700 
: rallied at the Fruitvale BART station to demand 
Justice for Oscar Grant”. Following the rally 
Smany of the demonstrators marched to 
I downtown Oakland. 

This was not the first time a BART cop has 
[killed an unarmed citizen: Back in 1992 Jerrold 
[Hall, an African American youth, was killed at 
(the Hayward station by BART cop Fred 
(Crabtree [who was white]. Hall was shot in the 
(back in broad daylight. Crabtree got away 
(scot-free. At 4 a.m. May 28, 2001 Bruce 
(Seward, a car salesman, was shot and killed at 
(the Hayward BART. This African American 
(citizen was clearly going through a severe 
[psychological crisis, as he was found naked 
[when confronted and killed by BART cop 
SDavid Bentancourt. One would think in a 
[decent society “public servants” would be 
[prohibited from killing mentally ill people for 
[being mentally ill. Bentancourt walked. 

Here is something you will never read in the 
“mainstream press": the activities of those 
(who were protesting the murder of Oscar" 
(Grant forced the authorities to arrest BART 
(cop Johannes Mehserle on a fugitive warrant 
(and charge him with murder. All the other 
iBART police have walked. 


class in this society. As such they are a tiny 
minority of the population. Working people, 
the overwhelming majority of the population, 
own very little of consequence while the 
capitalists own the lions’ share of the national 
wealth. This is why the capitalists must 
maintain a repressive state apparatus, i.e. the 
army, police and prisons, to impose their will 
on society. 

The role of the police, as a part of the state, 
is to "serve and protect” the capitalist class and 
their interests. 

On December 6, 2008 in the district of 
Exarchia in Athens, Greece a 15 year old 
student, Alexandras Grigoropoulos, was 
murdered in cold blood — shot by a police 
officer. Spontaneous resistance, including a 
General Strike, exploded in Athens and 
Salonika, spreading to the rest of Greece. 
Compare this to demonstrations and unrest 
that have occurred here after the killing of 
Oscar Grant. Why the difference? The level 
of social awareness and solidarity, class 
consciousness, and regard for human life are 
obviously higher among the Greek working 
people. At this moment in history our Greek 
brothers and sisters are better organized that 
we are, which is reflected in their massive 
resistance. This, of course, is subject to 
change. 

Everything the BART officials did revealed a 
desire to cover-up the killing of Oscar Grant. 
First they refused to release the cop's name, 
they neglected to interrogate the officer Then 
district attorney Tom Orloff refused to meet 
with Black clergy and politicians about the 

case. By every utterance and action made by 
these officials it appeared that business as 
usual was the order of the day, until the 
protesters made it clear that they would raise 
the social and economic cost of injustice. 

The capitalists will never give up anything 
unless they fear losing everything. 
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I Continued from page 11 

transferring the available research into good 
guidelines for smaller, DIY projects is tricky. 
For more than 20 years, capitalist 
heavyweights like the United States Military, 
Dow Chemical, Chevron, and Ford have been 
investing in the field. Most research has been 
done in controlled laboratory conditions, not in 
field experiments that reflect nature’s great 
variety. The published case studies that do 
exist are mostly industrial scale and report 
mixed results. Lead cleanup with sunflowers is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is affected 
by numerous variables, including soil pH, the 
form of lead in the soil, and the variety of 
sunflower used. Since phytoremediation is still 
experimental, soil testing is an important part:- 
of knowing whether it’s working. Although soil 
lead tests are cheaper than others, the 
expense of repeated testing is a common 
hurdle for low-income projects. 

Despite the difficulties, sunflowers are a 
promising tool enabling people to take soil 
clean up into their own hands. Several 
positive, field-based test studies have been 
published recently in scientific journals, and 
one of the groups I interviewed for this article 
is doing their own New Orleans-specific 
experiment. Using phytoremediation safely 
doesn’t hurt the soil and probably helps, as 
Scott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew point out in 
their recently-published book, Toolbox for 
Sustainable City Living, which includes 
excellent guidelines for soil cleanup. 
Milwaukee mix-up 

I heard through the grapevine that an old 
friend of mine was working at a community 
health clinic in Milwaukee, Wl, and was a part 
of a project using sunflowers to remediate the 
soil in the clinic’s garden for chronic care 



understand the past soil contamination, they 
had not done any soil testing to see what was 
actually in the layer of topsoil, rendering their 
sunflower-based cleanup essentially a good- 
faith effort. Quite possibly the topsoil was clean 
since it had been brought in to cap the site. 

Let's be clear: lead is a heavy metal, an 
element, by definition something that cannot 
be broken down by plants. As we worked, we 
discussed the basics of phytoremediation. 
Some plants accumulate toxic elements like 
lead, cadmium, mercury, and arsenic, requiring 
that the plant be harvested and disposed of in 
some appropriate manner. Other 
contaminants, like diesel fuel, pesticides, and 


gardeners put the sunflowers in the compost 
pile, they were essentially adding heavy metals 
to the compost that would later be mixed into 
the raised beds. 

There is quite a bit of debate about what to 
do with harvested toxic plants, especially in the 
DIY community. Industrially, plants may be 
incinerated, composted, or chemically treated 
to leach out the heavy metals. If you don’t live 
near an old mine shaft, appropriate disposal 
means at the very least making sure the 
bagged plant material goes to a lined landfill, 
or possibly taking it to household hazardous 
waste sites. It could also be carefully 
composted before disposal, but only in a 


in heavy metals due to their bad taste (Henry). 
When I saw my friend’s co-worker throwing the 
plants over the fence in that misguided attempt 
to seed sunflowers in the empty lot, I realized 
again how complicated the issue is. Safe 
phytoremediation means posting signs 
advising against eating the plants, and 
emphasizing that the plants are toxic once 
they've done their job. 

Old toxins, new energy 
Hurricane Katrina didn't necessarily bring 
more lead to New Orleans' already toxic soil. 

It did, however, bring a flood of volunteer 
energy geared towards finding creative, 
accessible techniques for cleaning up the city 


Sinrk 


These instructions are mostly taken from 



The New Orleans Residents’ Guide To Do It 
Yourself Soil Clean Up Using Natural 
Processes, published by the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project (2006). The handbook 
includes great info for general soil cleanup, 
condensed here for space reasons. 

Step 1: Soil evaluation and testing 
Research historical contamination on/near 
the property using city/county records, aerial 
photographs, building permits, Sanborn fire 
insurance maps, property deeds, and EPA 
databases. Get your soil tested by a local 
agricultural extension or by UMASS Amherst. 
Step 2: Soil preparation 
If the soil is dead or compacted begin by 
aerating the soil. Pierce the soil with a garden 
fork or shovel hut don’t turn the snil hprancp 


cup of food: molasses, humic acid, or fish 
hydrolase (ideally a mixture). Let the brew 
bubble for 24-36 hours, not longer or it will go 
anaerobic and smell! Apply it to damp soil 
within 4 hours before it goes bad, using a 
watering can or sprayer. 

Step 3: Treating for High Levels of Metals 
like Lead and Arsenic 
Different soil conditions are needed for the 
removal of metals such as lead (cationic 
metals) and metals such as arsenic (anionic 


are present, with higher concentrations of lead, 
for example, lower the pH and plant lots of 
sunflowers and Indian mustard to absorb lead. 
When these plants are fully-grown harvest 
them and throw them away. The next crop of 
Indian mustard should be in beds of high pH to 
treat for arsenic. Raising the pH to extract 
arsenic will also help immobilize lead. 

Lead, Antimony, Barium, Cadmium, Copper, 
Mercury. Thallium, Zinc (cationic metals): 

When trying to extract this group of heavy 


metals)—that is, they cannot both be removed 

Lead cleanup with sunflowers is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is 
affected bv numerous variables. i 






variety. The published case studies that do 
exist are mostly industrial scale and report 
mixed results. Lead cleanup with sunflowers is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is affected 
by numerous variables, including soil pH, the 
form of lead in the soil, and the variety of 
sunflower used. Since phytoremediation is still 
experimental, soil testing is an important part- 
of knowing whether it’s working. Although soil 
lead tests are cheaper than others, the 
expense of repeated testing is a common 
hurdle for low-income projects. 

Despite the difficulties, sunflowers are a 
promising tool enabling people to take soil 
clean up into their own hands. Several 
positive, field-based test studies have been 
published recently in scientific journals, and 
one of the groups I interviewed for this article 
is doing their own New Orleans-specific 
experiment. Using phytoremediation safely 
doesn’t hurt the soil and probably helps, as 
Scott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew point out in 
their recently-published book, Toolbox for 
Sustainable City Living, which includes 
excellent guidelines for soil cleanup. 
Milwaukee mix-up 

I heard through the grapevine that an old 
friend of mine was working at a community 
health clinic in Milwaukee, Wl, and was a part 
of a project using sunflowers to remediate the 
soil in the clinic’s garden for chronic care 
patients. I stopped by for a visit, excited to 
learn something from their project. 

When I arrived, my friend told me that we 
could certainly visit the clinic garden, but there 
wasn't much to see because the sunflowers 
were already harvested and in the compost 
pile. “What?" I replied, “You can’t put those 
sunflowers in the compost pile- they might be 
full of heavy metals!” A little knowledge can be 
dangerous, I realized. We got in touch with the 
head gardener and arranged to pull the 
contaminated plants out of the hopefully not- 
yet-frozen compost pile and put them in the 
dumpster. 

On the next garden workday we biked the 8 
miles under grey November skies down to the 
clinic. The clinic was sited on an old industrial 
site and the factory rubble had been topped 
with a thin layer of topsoil and sod. The garden 
beds were all raised, but sunflowers had been 
planted around them to clean up the soil 
around the beds. The paths were covered in 


be broken down by plants. As we worked, we 
discussed the basics of phytoremediation. 
Some plants accumulate toxic elements like 
lead, cadmium, mercury, and arsenic, requiring 
that the plant be harvested and disposed of in 
some appropriate manner. Other 
contaminants, like diesel fuel, pesticides, and 


to leach out the heavy metals. If you don't live 
near an old mine shaft, appropriate disposal 
means at the very least making sure the 
bagged plant material goes to a lined landfill, 
or possibly taking it to household hazardous 
waste sites. It could also be carefully 
composted before disposal, but only in a 


they ve done their job. 

Old toxins, new energy 

Hurricane Katrina didn't necessarily bring 
more lead to New Orleans’ already toxic soil. 
It did, however, bring a flood of volunteer 
energy geared towards finding creative, 
accessible techniques for cleaning up the city 


Smelt 


These instructions are mostly taken from 


The New Orleans Residents’ Guide To Do It 
Yourself Soil Clean Up Using Natural 
Processes, published by the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project (2006). The handbook 
includes great info for general soil cleanup, 
condensed here for space reasons. 

Step 1: Soil evaluation and testing 
Research historical contamination on/near 
the property using city/county records, aerial 
photographs, building permits, Sanborn fire 
insurance maps, property deeds, and EPA 
databases. Get your soil tested by a local 
agricultural extension or by UMASS Amherst. 
Step 2: Soil preparation 
If the soil is dead or compacted begin by 
aerating the soil. Pierce the soil with a garden 
fork or shovel but don’t turn the soil because 
this may bring toxic substances to the surface. 
If grass or other plants are already flourishing 
you may not need to aerate the soil. Wear at 
least a paper respirator when working if it's 
dusty. Then spray compost tea to increase the 
amount of beneficial bacteria. 

Compost tea: Fill a 5 gal. bucket with non- 
chlorinated water. (Let city tap water sit out 
over night to let chlorine volatilize. If your area 
uses chloramine, like the East Bay, add some 
citric acid to break it down.) Put an aquarium 
bubbler in the bucket to aerate the brewing 
tea. Suspend 1 cup of worm castings or 
aerobic compost in the water in an old stocking 
and squeeze it gently. After an hour, add 1/4 


fertilizers — which are organic compounds 
made of chains of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, 
and possibly other atoms like chlorine — can 
be broken down into harmless carbon-based 
compounds by secreted root enzymes and 



cup of food: molasses, humic acid, or fish 
hydrolase (ideally a mixture). Let the brew 
bubble for 24-36 hours, not longer or it will go 
anaerobic and smell! Apply it to damp soil 
within 4 hours before it goes bad, using a 
watering can or sprayer. 

Step 3: Treating for High Levels of Metals 
like Lead and Arsenic 
Different soil conditions are needed for the 
removal of metals such as lead (cationic 
metals) and metals such as arsenic (anionic 
metals)—that is, they cannot both be removed 


are present, with higher concentrations of lead, 
for example, lower the pH and plant lots of 
sunflowers and Indian mustard to absorb lead. 
When these plants are fully-grown harvest 
them and throw them away. The next crop of 
Indian mustard should be in beds of high pH to 
treat for arsenic. Raising the pH to extract 
arsenic will also help immobilize lead. 

Lead, Antimony, Barium, Cadmium, Copper, 
Mercury, Thallium, Zinc (cationic metals): 

When trying to extract this group of heavy 


Lead cleanup with sunflowers is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is 
affected by numerous variables, 
including soil pH, the form of lead in the 
soil, and the variety of sunflower used. 


at once. Soil must be acidic (low pH) for 
removal of lead and other cationic metals. Soil 
must be basic (high pH) for removal of arsenic 
and anionic metals. This means that if you 
have both lead and arsenic in your soil, you 
will need to remove the toxins in several steps, 
rotating between acidic soil conditions and 
basic conditions. 

Start first with the metals that are most 
highly concentrated. If both arsenic and lead 


metals, lower the pH level by adding coffee 
grounds, organic sulfur or pine needles. The 
best lead absorbing plants are Indian mustard 
and sunflowers. Indian mustard will also 
uptake selenium, cadmium, nickel, and zinc. 
Sunflowers will also uptake cadmium and zinc. 
Plant seeds as directed, covering the area 
thoroughly; water and tend normally. When 
plants are grown spray compost tea around 
each plant a week before harvesting because 
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separate, enclosed area, to prevent the lead 
from leaching out as the plants break down. 

At the clinic, the sunflowers heads were still 
fully seeded even though it was late fall. We 
wondered if the plants transmitted any heavy 

metal lead intn the seed<: and if animals had 


at the mouth of the entire Mississippi basin. 
One of the projects started by Common 
Ground Relief volunteers was the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project, which ran a sunflower¬ 
planting campaign in 2006. After I witnessed 
the mnfusion around bioremediation in 






When I arrived, my friend fold me that we 
could certainly visit the clinic garden, but there 
wasn’t much to see because the sunflowers 
were already harvested and in the compost 
pile. “What?" I replied, “You can’t put those 
sunflowers in the compost pile- they might be 
full of heavy metals!" A little knowledge can be 
dangerous, I realized. We got in touch with the 
head gardener and arranged to pull the 
contaminated plants out of the hopefully not- 
yet-frozen compost pile and put them in the 
dumpster. 

On the next garden workday we biked the 8 
miles under grey November skies down to the 
clinic. The clinic was sited on an old industrial 
site and the factory rubble had been topped 
with a thin layer of topsoil and sod. The garden 
beds were all raised, but sunflowers had been 
planted around them to clean up the soil 
around the beds. The paths were covered in 
woodchip in an effort to add organic matter 
and keep the potentially contaminated dust off 
the vegetables and away from children’s 
hands. I also learned that while they had 
researched the history of the site to 


If grass or other plants are already flourishing 
you may not need to aerate the soil. Wear at 
least a paper respirator when working if it's 
dusty. Then spray compost tea to increase the 
amount of beneficial bacteria. 

Compost tea: Fill a 5 gal. bucket with non- 
chlorinated water. (Let city tap water sit out 
over night to let chlorine volatilize. If your area 
uses chloramine, like the East Bay, add some 
citric acid to break it down.) Put an aquarium 
bubbler in the bucket to aerate the brewing 
tea. Suspend 1 cup of worm castings or 
aerobic compost in the water in an old stocking 
and squeeze it gently. After an hour, add 1/4 


soil, and the variety of sunflower used. 


at once. Soil must be acidic (low pH) for 
removal of lead and other cationic metals. Soil 
must be basic (high pH) for removal of arsenic 
and anionic metals. This means that if you 
have both lead and arsenic in your soil, you 
will need to remove the toxins in several steps, 
rotating between acidic soil conditions and 
basic conditions. 

Start first with the metals that are most 
highly concentrated. If both arsenic and lead 


metals, lower the pH level by adding coffee 
grounds, organic sulfur or pine needles. The 
best lead absorbing plants are Indian mustard 
and sunflowers. Indian mustard will also 
uptake selenium, cadmium, nickel, and zinc. 
Sunflowers will also uptake cadmium and zinc. 
Plant seeds as directed, covering the area 
thoroughly; water and tend normally. When 
plants are grown spray compost tea around 
each plant a week before harvesting because 


fertilizers — which are organic compounds 
made of chains of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, 
and possibly other atoms like chlorine — can 
be broken down into harmless carbon-based 
compounds by secreted root enzymes and 
microbial activity hosted by some roots, as well 
as by some mushrooms. When the clinic 


separate, enclosed area, to prevent the lead 
from leaching out as the plants break down. 

At the clinic, the sunflowers heads were still 
fully seeded even though it was late fall. We 
wondered if the plants transmitted any heavy 
metal load into the seeds, and if animals had 
shied away from the seeds due to a potential 
bad taste. I later read that there is some 
evidence suggesting that seeds of sunflower 
plants used for remediation have an almost 
negligible amount of heavy metals, which 
would still make it a bad idea to eat them, but 
would allow the oil to be used for industrial 
purposes (Madejon et al). I also read that 
animals do seem to avoid plants naturally high 


at the mouth of the entire Mississippi basin. 
One of the projects started by Common 
Ground Relief volunteers was the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project, which ran a sunflower¬ 
planting campaign in 2006. After I witnessed 
the confusion around bioremediation in 
Milwaukee, I wanted to find out more about 
one of the first well-publicized activist uses of 
sunflowers for lead cleanup. I tracked down 
Emily Posner, one of the founders of the 
project along with veteran gardeners 
Starhawk, Lisa Fithian, and Scott Kellogg of 
the Austin-based Rhizome Collective. 
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understand the past soil contamination, they 
had not done any soil testing to see what was 
actually in the layer of topsoil, rendering their 
sunflower-based cleanup essentially a good- 
faith effort. Quite possibly the topsoil was clean 
since it had been brought in to cap the site. 

Let’s be clear: lead is a heavy metal, an 
element, by definition something that cannot 
be broken down by plants. As we worked, we 
discussed the basics of phytoremediation. 
Some plants accumulate toxic elements like 
lead, cadmium, mercury, and arsenic, requiring 
that the plant be harvested and disposed of in 
some appropriate manner. Other 
contaminants, like diesel fuel, pesticides, and 


gardeners put the sunflowers in the compost 
pile, they were essentially adding heavy metals 
to the compost that would later be mixed into 
the raised beds. 

There is quite a bit of debate about what to 
do with harvested toxic plants, especially in the 
DIY community. Industrially, plants may be 
incinerated, composted, or chemically treated 
to leach out the heavy metals. If you don’t live 
near an old mine shaft, appropriate disposal 
means at the very least making sure the 
bagged plant material goes to a lined landfill, 
or possibly taking it to household hazardous 
waste sites. It could also be carefully 
composted before disposal, but only in a 


in heavy metals due to their bad taste (Henry). 
When I saw my friend’s co-worker throwing the 
plants over the fence in that misguided attempt 
to seed sunflowers in the empty lot, I realized 
again how complicated the issue is. Safe 
phytoremediation means posting signs 
advising against eating the plants, and 
emphasizing that the plants are toxic once 
they’ve done their job. 

Old toxins, new energy 
Hurricane Katrina didn't necessarily bring 
more lead to New Orleans’ already toxic soil. 

It did, however, bring a flood of volunteer 
energy geared towards finding creative, 
accessible techniques for cleaning up the city 


One of the first things Healthy Soil Project 
volunteers did was independently verify the 
post-Katrina soil analysis done by the EPA and 
the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
Already-high lead concentrations had been 
spread around by the floodwaters. In 2006, 
forty percent of New Orleans properties were 
in areas with soil lead content over the EPA 
residential limit of 400 mg Pb/kg soil. Common 
Ground recommends following lower limits: the 
Canadian standard for children’s play areas is 
140 mg/kg soil lead, while the agricultural soil 
lead limit is 11 mg/kg! 

The sunflower project really got off the 
ground during Spring Break when volunteers 
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These instructions are mostly taken from 



The New Orleans Residents’ Guide To Do It 
Yourself Soil Clean Up Using Natural 
Processes, published by the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project (2006). The handbook 
includes great info for general soil cleanup, 
condensed here for space reasons. 

Step 1: Soil evaluation and testing 
Research historical contamination on/near 
the property using city/county records, aerial 
photographs, building permits, Sanborn fire 
insurance maps, property deeds, and EPA 
databases. Get your soil tested by a local 
agricultural extension or by UMASS Amherst. 
Step 2: Soil preparation 
If the soil is dead or compacted begin by 
aerating the soil. Pierce the soil with a garden 

fnrk nr shnv/pl hut Hnn’t turn tho cnil horonco 


cup of food: molasses, humic acid, or fish 
hydrolase (ideally a mixture). Let the brew 
bubble for 24-36 hours, not longer or it will go 
anaerobic and smell! Apply it to damp soil 
within 4 hours before it goes bad, using a 
watering can or sprayer. 

Step 3: Treating for High Levels of Metals 
like Lead and Arsenic 
Different soil conditions are needed for the 
removal of metals such as lead (cationic 
metals) and metals such as arsenic (anionic 


are present, with higher concentrations of lead, 
for example, lower the pH and plant lots of 
sunflowers and Indian mustard to absorb lead. 
When these plants are fully-grown harvest 
them and throw them away. The next crop of 
Indian mustard should be in beds of high pH to 
treat for arsenic. Raising the pH to extract 
arsenic will also help immobilize lead. 

Lead, Antimony, Barium, Cadmium, Copper, 
Mercury. Thallium, Zinc (cationic metals): 

When trying to extract this group of heavy 
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metals)—that is, they cannot both be removed 
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Lead cleanup with sunflowers Is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is 

affected bv numermis variables. 


this makes metals available to be absorbed by 
plants. Harvest and carefully discard in plastic 
bags that will go to the dump or be treated as 
toxic waste. Do not eat the mustard greens! 
Arsenic and Chromium (anionic metals): 
Grow Indian mustard in more basic 
conditions. Use thinly spread Phosphorous in 
some organic form such as bat guano or 
agricultural lime to raise the pH. 

Step 4: Retesting and Repetition 
Retest soils after each harvest or as often 
as you can. It is impossible to predict how long 
this will take because of ever-changing soil 
conditions; it will probably require many 
repetitions. 

Personal Health and Safety: 

Avoid direct contact with sediment. 

Touchina sprlimpnt with harp hands npttinn it 





uaies mat ao 
le and report 
sunflowers is 
ss is affected 
g soil pH, the 
the variety of 
sdiation is still 
important b&b 
Although soil 
others, the 
s a common 


De DfOKen aown Dy pidfllb. MS we wurrveu, we u-r icaun uui me Heavy meiais. ii yuu uun i live 


lowers are a 
to take soil 
nds. Several 
s have been 
journals, and 
for this article 
leans-specific 
liation safely 
bly helps, as 
w point out in 
Toolbox for 
ich includes 
up. 


e that an old 
a community 
id was a part 
remediate the 
chronic care 
>it, excited to 


J me that we 
fen, but there 
le sunflowers 
the compost 
in’t put those 
they might be 
/ledge can be 
ouch with the 
to pull the 
lopefully not- 
: them in the 


e biked the 8 
3 down to the 
old industrial 
been topped 
1. The garden 
ers had been 
up the soil 
re covered in 
raanic matter 


discussed the basics of phytoremediation. 
Some plants accumulate toxic elements like 
lead, cadmium, mercury, and arsenic, requiring 
that the plant be harvested and disposed of in 
some appropriate manner. Other 
contaminants, like diesel fuel, pesticides, and 


near an old mine shaft, appropriate disposal 
means at the very least making sure the 
bagged plant material goes to a lined landfill, 
or possibly taking it to household hazardous 
waste sites. It could also be carefully 
composted before disposal, but only in a 


Old toxins, new energy 

Hurricane Katrina didn’t necessarily bring 
more lead to New Orleans' already toxic soil. 

It did, however, bring a flood of volunteer' 
energy geared towards finding creative, 
accessible techniques for cleaning up the city 
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These instructions are mostly taken from 


The New Orleans Residents’ Guide To Do It 
Yourself Soil Clean Up Using Natural 
Processes, published by the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project (2006). The handbook 
includes great info for general soil cleanup, 
condensed here for space reasons. 

Step 1: Soil evaluation and testing 
Research historical contamination on/near 
the property using city/county records, aerial 
photographs, building permits, Sanborn fire 
insurance maps, property deeds, and EPA 
databases. Get your soil tested by a local 
agricultural extension or by UMASS Amherst. 
Step 2: Soil preparation 
If the soil is dead or compacted begin by 
aerating the soil. Pierce the soil with a garden 
fork or shovel but don't turn the soil because 
this may bring toxic substances to the surface. 
If grass or other plants are already flourishing 
you may not need to aerate the soil. Wear at 
least a paper respirator when working if it's 
dusty. Then spray compost tea to increase the 
amount of beneficial bacteria. 

Compost tea: Fill a 5 gal. bucket with non- 
chlorinated water. (Let city tap water sit out 
over night to let chlorine volatilize. If your area 
uses chloramine, like the East Bay, add some 
citric acid to break it down.) Put an aquarium 
bubbler in the bucket to aerate the brewing 
tea. Suspend 1 cup of worm castings or 
aerobic compost in the water in an old stocking 
and squeeze it gently. After an hour, add 1/4 


fertilizers — which are organic compounds 
made of chains of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, 
and possibly other atoms like chlorine — can 
be broken down into harmless carbon-based 
compounds by secreted root enzymes and 
microbial activity hosted by some roots, as well 


cup of food: molasses, humic acid, or fish 
hydrolase (ideally a mixture). Let the brew 
bubble for 24-36 hours, not longer or it will go 
anaerobic and smell! Apply it to damp soil 
within 4 hours before it goes bad, using a 
watering can or sprayer. 

Step 3: Treating for High Levels of Metals 
like Lead and Arsenic 
Different soil conditions are needed for the 
removal of metals such as lead (cationic 
metals) and metals such as arsenic (anionic 
metals)—that is, they cannot both be removed 


are present, with higher concentrations of lead, 
for example, lower the pH and plant lots of 
sunflowers and Indian mustard to absorb lead. 
When these plants are fully-grown harvest 
them and throw them away. The next crop of 
Indian mustard should be in beds of high pH to 
treat for arsenic. Raising the pH to extract 
arsenic will also help immobilize lead. 

Lead, Antimony, Barium, Cadmium, Copper, 
Mercury. Thallium, Zinc (cationic metals): 

When trying to extract this group of heavy 


Lead cleanup with sunflowers is 
chemistry, not magic; the process is 
affected by numerous variables, 
including soil pH, the form of lead in the 
soil, and the variety of sunflower used. 


at once. Soil must be acidic (low pH) for 
removal of lead and other cationic metals. Soil 
must be basic (high pH) for removal of arsenic 
and anionic metals. This means that if you 
have both lead and arsenic in your soil, you 
will need to remove the toxins in several steps, 
rotating between acidic soil conditions and 
basic conditions. 

Start first with the metals that are most 
highly concentrated. If both arsenic and lead 


metals, lower the pH level by adding coffee 
grounds, organic sulfur or pine needles. The 
best lead absorbing plants are Indian mustard 
and sunflowers. Indian mustard will also 
uptake selenium, cadmium, nickel, and zinc. 
Sunflowers will also uptake cadmium and zinc. 
Plant seeds as directed, covering the area 
thoroughly; water and tend normally. When 
plants are grown spray compost tea around 
each plant a week before harvesting because 


separate, enclosed area, to prevent the lead 
from leaching out as the plants break down. 

At the clinic, the sunflowers heads were still 
fully seeded even though it was late fall. We 
wondered if the plants transmitted any heavy 
metal load into the seeds, and if animals had 


at the mouth of the entire Mississippi basin. 
One of the projects started by Common 
Ground Relief volunteers was the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project, which ran a sunflower¬ 
planting campaign in 2006. After I witnessed 
the confusion around bioremediation in 


Ground recommends following lower limits: the 
Canadian standard for children’s play areas is 
140 mg/kg soil lead, while the agricultural soil 
lead limit is 11 mg/kg! 

The sunflower project really got off the 
ground during Spring Break when volunteers 


TSOIL 


this makes metals available to be absorbed by 
plants. Harvest and carefully discard in plastic 
bags that will go to the dump or be treated as 
toxic waste. Do not eat the mustard greens! 

Arsenic and Chromium (anionic metals): 

Grow Indian mustard in more basic 
conditions. Use thinly spread Phosphorous in 
some organic form such as bat guano or 
agricultural lime to raise the pH. 

Step 4: Retesting and Repetition 

Retest soils after each harvest or as often 
as you can. It is impossible to predict how long 
this will take because of ever-changing soil 
conditions; it will probably require many 
repetitions. 

Personal Health and Safety: 

Avoid direct contact with sediment. 
Touching sediment with bare hands, getting it 
in your mouth or eyes, or breathing the dust 
could be hazardous. Do not bring young 
children into contaminated areas, where they 
might touch sediment and then put fingers into 
their mouths. 

Grow mostly fruiting crops (peas, beans, 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash, 
cucumbers, corn, etc.)—these are safest 
because most plants don't store toxins in their 
fruits. Avoid eating the roots, stems or leaves 
of plants if your soil has high toxin levels. Do 
not plant greens—broccoli, kale, mustard 
greens, spinach and lettuce are some of the 
common greens that take up toxins. Cabbage 
is the safest of leafy crops. 


planted sunflowers in people’s yards and 
adjacent empty lots. There are a number of 
plants that accumulate lead, including Indian 
and Japanese mustard, scented geraniums, 
corn, penny cress, and sunflowers. Emily said 
they chose sunflowers for the summer project 
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n yiass or oiner pianis are already nourishing 
you may not need to aerate the soil. Wear at 
least a paper respirator when working if ifs 
dusty. Then spray compost tea to increase the 
amount of beneficial bacteria. 

Compost tea: Fill a 5 gal. bucket with non- 
chlorinated water. (Let city tap water sit out 
over night to let chlorine volatilize. If your area 
uses chloramine, like the East Bay, add some 
citric acid to break it down.) Put an aquarium 
bubbler in the bucket to aerate the brewing 
tea. Suspend 1 cup of worm castings or 
aerobic compost in the water in an old stocking 
and squeeze it gently. After an hour, add 1/4 

fertilizers — which are organic compounds 
made of chains of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen, 
and possibly other atoms like chlorine — can 
be broken down into harmless carbon-based 
compounds by secreted root enzymes and 
microbial activity hosted by some roots, as well 
as by some mushrooms. When the clinic 
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soil, and the variety of sunflower used. 


at once. Soil must be acidic (low pH) for 
removal of lead and other cationic metals. Soil 
must be basic (high pH) for removal of arsenic 
and anionic metals. This means that if you 
have both lead and arsenic in your soil, you 
will need to remove the toxins in several steps, 
rotating between acidic soil conditions and 
basic conditions. 

Start first with the metals that are most 
highly concentrated. If both arsenic and lead 

separate, enclosed area, to prevent the lead 
from leaching out as the plants break down. 

At the clinic, the sunflowers heads were still 
fully seeded even though it was late fall. We 
wondered if the plants transmitted any heavy 
metal load into the seeds, and if animals had 
shied away from the seeds due to a potential 
bad taste. I later read that there is some 
evidence suggesting that seeds of sunflower 
plants used for remediation have an almost 
negligible amount of heavy metals, which 
would still make it a bad idea to eat them, but 
would allow the oil to be used for industrial 
purposes (Madejon et al). I also read that 
animals do seem to avoid plants naturally high 



metals, lower the pH level by adding coffee 
grounds, organic sulfur or pine needles. The 
best lead absorbing plants are Indian mustard 
and sunflowers Indian mustard will also 
uptake selenium, cadmium, nickel, and zinc. 
Sunflowers will also uptake cadmium and zinc. 
Plant seeds as directed, covering the area 
thoroughly; water and tend normally. When 
plants are grown spray compost tea around 
each plant a week before harvesting because 

at the mouth of the entire Mississippi basin. 
One of the projects started by Common 
Ground Relief volunteers was the Meg Perry 
Healthy Soil Project, which ran a sunflower¬ 
planting campaign in 2006. After I witnessed 
the confusion around bioremediation in 
Milwaukee, I wanted to find out more about 
one of the first well-publicized activist uses of 
sunflowers for lead cleanup. I tracked down 
Emily Posner, one of the founders of the 
project along with veteran gardeners 
Starhawk, Lisa Fithian, and Scott Kellogg of 
the Austin-based Rhizome Collective. 


could be hazardous. Do not bring young 
children into contaminated areas, where they 
might touch sediment and then put fingers into 
their mouths. 

Grow mostly fruiting crops (peas, beans, 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash, 
cucumbers, com, etc.)—these are safest 
because most plants don't store toxins in their 
fruits. Avoid eating the roots, stems or leaves 
of plants if your soil has high toxin levels. Do 
not plant greens—broccoli, kale, mustard 
greens, spinach and lettuce are some of the 
common greens that take up toxins. Cabbage 
is the safest of leafy crops. 

planted sunflowers in people’s yards and 
adjacent empty lots. There are a number of 
plants that accumulate lead, including Indian 
and Japanese mustard, scented geraniums, 
corn, penny cress, and sunflowers. Emily said 
they chose sunflowers for the summer project 
because “sunflowers can grow much better 
than Indian mustard down here in the summer 
time. You can’t really use Indian mustard 
because it’s too hot; they’re a brassica.” 
Eventually they used Indian mustard during the 
cooler winter months, in a two-pronged 
approach. 

The Healthy Soil project chose Giant 
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One of the first things Healthy Soil Project 
volunteers did was independently verify the 
post-Katrina soil analysis done by the EPA and 
the Natural Resources Defense Council. 
Already-high lead concentrations had been 
spread around by the floodwaters. In 2006, 
forty percent of New Orleans properties were 
in areas with soil lead content over the EPA 
residential limit of 400 mg Pb/kg soil. Common 
Ground recommends following lower limits, the 
Canadian standard for children's play areas is 
140 mg/kg soil lead, while the agricultural soil 
lead limit is 11 mg/kg! 

The sunflower project really got off the 
ground during Spring Break when volunteers 


KSOIL 


this makes metals available to be absorbed by 
plants. Harvest and carefully discard in plastic 
bags that will go to the dump or be treated as 
toxic waste. Do not eat the mustard greens! 

Arsenic and Chromium (anionic metals): 

Grow Indian mustard in more basic 
conditions. Use thinly spread Phosphorous in 
some organic form such as bat guano or 
agricultural lime to raise the pH. 

Step 4: Retesting and Repetition 

Retest soils after each harvest or as often 
as you can. It is impossible to predict how long 
this will take because of ever-changing soil 
conditions; it will probably require many 
repetitions. 

Personal Health and Safety: 

Avoid direct contact with sediment. 
Touching sediment with bare hands, aettina it 
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sunflowers because of their prolific roots 
systems. Wide-spread root systems are 
important for two reasons. First, experiments 
are still being done to determine where exactly 
the lead ends up in a sunflower plant. While it’s 
more desirable for the lead to be transported 
up into the stalk and leaves, making it easier to 
harvest the sunflowers without worrying about 
pulling up the roots, I found several studies 
indicating that a generous portion of lead 
remains in sunflower roots (Nehnevajova et al 
2007; Rock 2003). Sunflowers have a strong 
tap root that can penetrate down 6.5 ft, and an 
extensive lateral spread of root near the 
surface. Phytoremediation is only effective in 
the root zone, which typically includes 8-10 
inches of soil below the surface, where most 
soil contamination usually is. Perhaps 
sunflowers are effective at removing lead from 
deeper soil horizons with their branched 
taproot. Pulling up a long taproot is not 
realistic, but it is important to include as many 
roots as possible when the plants are 
harvested. 

Extensive root systems also help combat 
potential groundwater contamination during 
cleanup efforts. One challenge with lead is that 
it is “molecularly sticky”: lead wants to be 
attached to something, whether it’s joining with 
soil organic matter, clay particles, or forming 
complexes with carbonates, phosphates, and 
other soil molecules. There are very few free 
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much EDTA and essentially just leach all the 
lead into the groundwater, instead of making it 
gradually available to plants at the rate they 
can absorb it. 

“Everyone recommends adjusting the pH. 
We tried to do that with sulfur," Emily said. 
“One strategy we used to try to confront 
[groundwater contamination] was that we did a 
massive, almost scatterseed project so the 
root systems of the sunflowers really 
dominated the plots of land." 

In late summer 2006 they harvested the 
sunflowers with machetes, making sure to get 
the whole plant including the roots, and chose 
to contain the potentially contaminated plants 
in plastic bags and dispose of the bags in a 
lined landfill. “That’s a huge debate, what to do 
with the plants now that they’ve accumulated 
lead,” Emily noted. “Our solution isn’t the best 
solution but we had no other choice really. 
Some folks would say you should do some 
composting [of the contaminated plants in an 
isolated pile] and then contain the lead in that 


doesn't, and I can’t necessarily answer that 
question based off of our experience, 
...because soil testing is so expensive." With a 
soil heavy metal test running $30 at the well- 
respected UMASS Amherst soil testing 
laboratory, for example, it is easy to see how 
the repeated testing needed to build a good 
foundation of data could have been cost- 
prohibitive 

Critics of the Common Ground project with 
whom I spoke in New Orleans felt Common 











lead limit is 11 mg/kg! 


The sunflower project really got off the 
ground during Spring Break when volunteers 



this makes metals available to be absorbed by 
plants. Harvest and carefully discard in plastic 
bags that will go to the dump or be treated as 
toxic waste. Do not eat the mustard greens! 

Arsenic and Chromium (anionic metals): 

Grow Indian mustard in more basic 
conditions. Use thinly spread Phosphorous in 
some organic form such as bat guano or 
agricultural lime to raise the pH. 

Step 4: Retesting and Repetition 

Retest soils after each harvest or as often 
as you can. It is impossible to predict how long 
this will take because of ever-changing soil 
conditions; it will probably require many 
repetitions. 

Personal Health and Safety: 

Avoid direct contact with sediment. 
Touching sediment with bare hands, getting it 
in your mouth or eyes, or breathing the dust 
could be hazardous. Do not bring young 
children into contaminated areas, where they 
might touch sediment and then put fingers into 
their mouths. 

Grow mostly fruiting crops (peas, beans, 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash, 
cucumbers, com, etc.)—these are safest 
because most plants don't store toxins in their 
fruits. Avoid eating the roots, stems or leaves 
of plants if your soil has high toxin levels. Do 
not plant greens—broccoli, kale, mustard 
greens, spinach and lettuce are some of the 
common greens that take up toxins. Cabbage 
is the safest of leafy crops. 


planted sunflowers in people’s yards and 
adjacent empty lots. There are a number of 
plants that accumulate lead, including Indian 
and Japanese mustard, scented geraniums, 
com, penny cress, and sunflowers. Emily said 
they chose sunflowers for the summer project 
because “sunflowers can grow much better 
than Indian mustard down here in the summer 
time. You can’t really use Indian mustard 
because it’s too hot: thev’re a brassica ” 
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more desirable for the lead to be transported 
up into the stalk and leaves, making it easier to 
harvest the sunflowers without worrying about 
pulling up the roots, I found several studies 
indicating that a generous portion of lead 
remains in sunflower roots (Nehnevajova et al 
2007; Rock 2003). Sunflowers have a strong 
tap root that can penetrate down 6.5 ft, and an 
extensive lateral spread of root near the 
surface. Phytoremediation is only effective in 
the root zone, which typically includes 8-10 
inches of soil below the surface, where most 
soil contamination usually is. Perhaps 
sunflowers are effective at removing lead from 
deeper soil horizons with their branched 
taproot. Pulling up a long taproot is not 
realistic, but it is important to include as many 
roots as possible when the plants are 
harvested. 

Extensive root systems also help combat 
potential groundwater contamination during 
cleanup efforts. One challenge with lead is that 
it is “molecularly sticky”: lead wants to be 
attached to something, whether it’s joining with 
soil organic matter, clay particles, or forming 
complexes with carbonates, phosphates, and 
other soil molecules. There are very few free 
lead cations (Pb 2+ ) available in the soil for 
plants to uptake. What lead the plant does 
absorb tends to complex with plant nutrients in 



the roots, instead of traveling up into the plant ’ 
shoots. In other words, lead is not very 
bioavailable. 

Fortunately, soil amendments can be added 
to make the soil more acidic, ideally with a pH 
around 5.0, which makes the lead more 
soluble while still allowing plant growth. 
Backyard gardeners can add sulfur, coffee 
grounds, or pine needles. Many published 
case studies and industrial operations use 
synthetic chelating agents like EDTA 
(ethylene-diamine tetraacetic acid), which are 
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much EDTA and essentially just leach all the 
lead into the groundwater, instead of making it 
gradually available to plants at the rate they 
can absorb it. 

“Everyone recommends adjusting the pH. 
We tried to do that with sulfur,” Emily said. 
“One strategy we used to try to confront 
[groundwater contamination] was that we did a 
massive, almost scatterseed project so the 
root systems of the sunflowers really 
dominated the plots of land.” 

In late summer 2006 they harvested the 
sunflowers with machetes, making sure to get 
the whole plant including the roots, and chose 
to contain the potentially contaminated plants 
in plastic bags and dispose of the bags in a 
lined landfill. “That’s a huge debate, what to do 
with the plants now that they’ve accumulated 
lead,” Emily noted. “Our solution isn't the best 
solution but we had no other choice really. 
Some folks would say you should do some 
composting [of the contaminated plants in an 
isolated pile] and then contain the lead in that 
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doesn’t, and I can’t necessarily answer that 
question based off of our experience, 
...because soil testing is so expensive." With a 
soil heavy metal test running $30 at the well- 
respected UMASS Amherst soil testing 
laboratory, for example, it is easy to see how 
the repeated testing needed to build a good 
foundation of data could have been cost- 
prohibitive 

Critics of the Common Ground project with 
whom I spoke in New Orleans felt Common 



spot. But resource and space-wise we thought 
it would be best for us to have it contained with 
all the other toxic shit that’s in landfills.” 

A major part of any clean-up project is 
follow-up soil testing, but it was hard for the 
Healthy Soil project to accomplish this due to 
issues with funding and personnel. “One of the 
mistakes I learned was that ... gardens are 
long term. ...You put a seed in the ground and 
you have to wait 40 to 120 days for it to 
produce, and you have to take care of it the 
whole time. It’s a constant project; it’s hard to 
have that kind of sustained interest. But the 
financial thing was also a huge barrier. It was 
hard to keep going when we were having 
trouble doing follow-up testing. We couldn’t 
necessarilv Droduce our results Our hinnest 


Ground’s efforts channeling outside volunteers 
into solidarity relief efforts made the project 
less interesting and accessible to city 
residents, who might have had the long-term 
commitment necessary to help the project 
reach a fuller potential. Although the sunflower 
project is long over, local involvement is 
something the Healthy Soil Project is 
addressing with their new focus on community 
gardens. An active member of the Lower Ninth 
Ward Urban Farming Coalition, they still 
provide soil testing to residents looking to start 
gardens. 

Despite the fact that the amount of lead 
removed from the soil remains unknown, Emily 
counts the project a success. “Whether it 
removed a ton of lead or it didn’t, it certainly 
added to the regeneration of soil by adding to 
the microbial life through the compost tea that 
we added, and by turning the soil and getting it 
uncompacted. Based off of scientific evidence I 
Continued on Daae 12 
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planted sunflowers in people’s yards and 
adjacent empty lots. There are a number of 
plants that accumulate lead, including Indian 
and Japanese mustard, scented geraniums, 
corn, penny cress, and sunflowers. Emily said 
they chose sunflowers for the summer project 
because “sunflowers can grow much better 
than Indian mustard down here in the summer 
time. You can’t really use Indian mustard 
because it’s too hot; they’re a brassica." 
Eventually they used Indian mustard during the 
cooler winter months, in a two-pronged 
approach. 

The Healthy Soil project chose Giant 


the roots, instead of traveling up into the plant ‘ 
shoots. In other words, lead is not very 
bioavailable. 

Fortunately, soil amendments can be added 
to make the soil more acidic, ideally with a pH 
around 5.0, which makes the lead more 
soluble while still allowing plant growth. 
Backyard gardeners can add sulfur, coffee 
grounds, or pine needles. Many published 
case studies and industrial operations use 
synthetic chelating agents like EDTA 
(ethylene-diamine tetraacetic acid), which are 
organic compounds that surround metals to 
inactivate them, preventing metal atoms from 
precipitating with soil molecules, for example. 
One of the great quandaries of metal 
phytoremediation is that soluble lead that is 
bioavailable to plants is also bioavailable to 
humans, and available to contaminate 
groundwater. It is particularly easy to add too 


spot. But resource and space-wise we thought 
it would be best for us to have it contained with 
all the other toxic shit that’s in landfills.” 

A major part of any clean-up project is 
follow-up soil testing, but it was hard for the 
Healthy Soil project to accomplish this due to 
issues with funding and personnel. “One of the 
mistakes I learned was that ... gardens are 
long term. ...You put a seed in the ground and 
you have to wait 40 to 120 days for it to 
produce, and you have to take care of it the 
whole time. It’s a constant project; it’s hard to 
have that kind of sustained interest. But the 
financial thing was also a huge barrier. It was 
hard to keep going when we were having 
trouble doing follow-up testing. We couldn’t 
necessarily produce our results. ...Our biggest 
impediment is ... developing] a more scientific 
understanding of what’s going on. Some 
people say that it works and some say that it 


Ground’s efforts channeling outside volunteers 
into solidarity relief efforts made the project 
less interesting and accessible to city 
residents, who might have had the long-term 
commitment necessary to help the project 
reach a fuller potential. Although the sunflower 
project is long over, local involvement is 
something the Healthy Soil Project is 
addressing with their new focus on community 
gardens. An active member of the Lower Ninth 
Ward Urban Farming Coalition, they still 
provide soil testing to residents looking to start 
gardens. 

Despite the fact that the amount of lead 
removed from the soil remains unknown, Emily 
counts the project a success. “Whether it 
removed a ton of lead or it didn’t, it certainly 
added to the regeneration of soil by adding to 
the microbial life through the compost tea that 
we added, and by turning the soil and getting it 
uncompacted. Based off of scientific evidence I 
Continued on page 12 
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disruption and yearning for change, grassroots 
actions are essential and may be unusually 
effective. 

Fossil Fools actions in 2009 are likely to 
focus on the numerous false solutions being 
offered by various corporate interests and 
politicians and the inadequate response 
offered by world governments who proclaim 
they are concerned by climate change, 
including the incoming Obama Administration 
It is instructive to compare the timid, gradual 
response to climate change with the massive 
and rapid response to the economic crisis No 
politician is suggesting it is too expensive to 
help banks, nor are any suggesting a target of 
reducing the recession 20 percent by 2030. 
But that is precisely the bullshit you hear about 
global warming. 

Why is every politician united around taking 
aggressive action on the economy while they 
dither about the environment? Everyone 
knows the economy will eventually come back 
— it is called the business cycle for a reason 
The same can't be said about climate change 
Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide (C02) 
have increased from 280 to 380 parts per 
million since fossil fuel combustion began in 


you with awe and a sense of the meaning of 
your own existence — the silent redwood 
groves, the polar bear, the coral reefs, glaciers 
or the rainforest — they are at grave risk if 
people keep burning fossil fuels as usual 
Climate change is the real global crisis. 
Climate Feedback Loops 

There is growing evidence that global 
warming is already triggering climatic feedback 
loop effects that will cause climate change 
faster than projected purely from human 
emissions of greenhouse gasses. For 
instance, as temperatures warm, permafrost in 
the Arctic is melting at alarming rates, 
releasing millions of tons of methane gas, 
which is a greenhouse gas 20 times more 
potent than the carbon dioxide released when 
humans burn fossil fuels Another example of a 
feedback loop is how warming reduces Arctic 
ice exposing more dark colored water to 
absorb sunlight, with less white ice that reflects 
the light thus trapping even more heat and 
speeding up climate change. 

At a certain point, these feedback loops may 
gain such momentum that even if humans 
dramatically cut their emissions of greenhouse 
gases in a few decades, climate change will 



the industrial revolution in the 1800s — C02 
levels are now higher than they has been for 
750,000 of years (Jonathan, 2006.) Without 
dramatic action, these gases will continue to 
accumulate, causing mass species extinctions 
as well as human famine, social dislocation 


continue to increase. Scientists call this the 
tipping point — the point where natural 
feedback loops propel climate change out of 
human control. No one knows when the tipping 
point will be reached — or whether it has 
already been reached — but the need to avoid 


industrial culture’s dependence on fossil fuels. 
In the USA, about 40 percent of emissions are 
to generate electricity, and another 40 percent 
are for transportation fuel. Cutting these 
emissions requires a much more dramatic shift 
than screwing in a light bulb or driving a Prius 
— the point of consumption The key is 
shifting the supply side — replacing oil, gas 
and coal as fuels in the first place. 

While Obama is giving lip service to 
addressing climate change, his proposals are 
pathetically timid — a few billion dollars, 
inadequate targets and slow timetables. JjeJs 


mine and burn. The reason Obama discusses 
clean coal is because the coal industry is 
immensely powerful and the USA has a huge 
supply of coal. But the inconvenient truth is 
that coal has to be phased out as a fuel source 
if humans are to avoid climate change. Coal is 
by far the dirtiest of the fossil fuels in terms of 
C02 emitted per unit of energy 
The idea behind clean coal technology is 
that the C02 released when coal is burned 
could be captured and then stored 
underground — so called carbon capture and 
sequestration. The problem is, no one has 


No politician is suggesting it is too 
expensive to help banks, nor are any 
suggesting a target of reducing the 
recession 20 percent by 2030 


pushing a number of false solutions to climate 
change — “alternative" technologies like 
clean” coal, nuclear, and biofuels that are 
either unproven, cause other forms of 
ecological damage, won’t reduce over-all 
emissions, or all of the above. With climate 
change already causing ecological damage, 
there isn’t time to waste on dead-end false 
solutions. 

The Clean Coal Myth 

Obama’s constant discussion of clean coal 
merits special criticism. His campaign iiterature 
stated: “Develop and Deploy Clean Coal 
Technology . An Obama administration will 
provide incentives to accelerate private sector 
investment in commercial scale zero-carbon 
coal facilities. In order to maximize the speed 
with which we advance this critical technology, 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden will instruct 
DOE [Department of Energy! to enter into 


figured out a way to capture carbon 
economically on the scale at which coal is 
burned — millions of tons. Capturing the 
carbon dioxide generated from burning coal is 
extremely complex and expensive Even if you 
could capture all the carbon inexpensively 
enough to make it feasible (which appears 
highly unlikely), getting rid of the immense 
volume of gas so that it wouldn’t leak back into 
the atmosphere or pollute underground water 
sources is a problem. 

In 2008, the US Department of Energy 
withdrew funding from FutureGen, a 275- 
megawatt coal fired power plant that was to 
have captured all of the C02 emitted from 
burning coal, because of higher than expected 
costs. The public-private partnership, which 
never begin construction, is hoping to get a 
new chance at life under the Obama 
administration 














reducing the recession 20 percent by 2030. 
But that is precisely the bullshit you hear about 
global warming. 

Why is every politician united around taking 
aggressive action on the economy while they 
dither about the environment? Everyone 
knows the economy will eventually come back 
— it is called the business cycle for a reason. 
The same can't be said about climate change 
Atmospheric levels of carbon dioxide (C02) 
have increased from 280 to 380 parts per 
million since fossil fuel combustion began in 


which is a greenhouse gas 20 times more 
potent than the carbon dioxide released when 
humans burn fossil fuels Another example of a 
feedback loop is how warming reduces Arctic 
ice exposing more dark colored water to 
absorb sunlight, with less white ice that reflects 
the light, thus trapping even more heat and 
speeding up climate change. 

At a certain point, these feedback loops may 
gain such momentum that even if humans 
dramatically cut their emissions of greenhouse 
gases in a few decades, climate change will 



the industrial revolution in the 1800s — C02 
levels are now higher than they has been for 
750,000 of years (Jonathan, 2006.) Without 
dramatic action, these gases will continue to 
accumulate, causing mass species extinctions 
as well as human famine, social dislocation 
and suffering. Green house gas emissions 
continue to climb dramatically, despite the last 
few years of rhetorical concern and despite all 
the greenwashing advertising campaigns and 
claims by ski resorts that they are carbon 
neutral. 

No matter which ecosystem or creature fills 


continue to increase. Scientists call this the 
tipping point — the point where natural 
feedback loops propel climate change out of 
human control. No one knows when the tipping 
point will be reached — or whether it has 
already been reached — but the need to avoid 
reaching it means cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions now, not in 2050 or at some long-off 
date. 

The real goal isn’t to cut emissions to 1990 
levels (ala the Kyoto Protocol) or some artificial 
target — the goal is zero human emissions 
now That means entirely replacing our 



Continued from page 

know we were adding some more life to the 
soil, as well as adding more life to the 
community. We were planting some of these 
lots in places that were so destroyed and 
devastated; for people to come across lots in 
places that were filled with sunflowers in bloom 
I think was a really powerful experience 
...This type of activity adds life and proves that 
life can come in some of the most unusual 
places. I think that was a good stepping-stone 
for us to establish ourselves, our roots 
metaphorically and the fact that we do care 


Lovell Agwarmgbo, teaches chemistry; 
students from Deigado Community College; 
and the New Orleans Food and Farm Network. 

Thanks to New Orleans’ long growing 
season, all the sunflowers had been harvested 
mere weeks before I visited, and were in the 
lab awaiting analysis. The project, started this 
past spring, is the next logical step in Katrina 
clean-up: “Everybody was talking about 
remediation after the storm, what the 
contaminants were, and doing a lot of testing 

We decided to find a place were we could 



pushing a number of false solutions to climate 
change — “alternative" technologies like 
clean" coal, nuclear, and biofuels that are 
either unproven, cause other forms of 
ecological damage, won’t reduce over-all 
emissions, or all of the above. With climate 
change already causing ecological damage, 
there isn’t time to waste on dead-end false 
solutions. 

The Clean Coal Myth 

Obama's constant discussion of clean coal 
merits special criticism. His campaign iiterature 
stated “Develop and Deploy Clean Coal 
Technology An Obama administration will 
provide incentives to accelerate private sector 
investment in commercial scale zero-carbon 
coal facilities. In order to maximize the speed 
with which we advance this critical technology, 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden will instruct 
DOE [Department of Energy] to enter into 
public-private partnerships to develop 5 ’first- 
of-a-kind' commercial scale coal-fired plants 
with carbon capture and sequestration." 

The problem is, there is no such thing as 
clean coal — it is a marketing gimmick created 
by the coal industry The reason coal is an 
attractive fuel is that it is extremely cheap to 


figured out a way to capture carbon 
economically on the scale at which coal is 
burned — millions of tons. Capturing the 
carbon dioxide generated from burning coal is 
extremely complex and expensive Even if you 
could capture all the carbon inexpensively 
enough to make it feasible (which appears 
highly unlikely), getting rid of the immense 
volume of gas so that it wouldn’t leak back into 
the atmosphere or pollute underground water 
sources is a problem 

In 2008, the US Department of Energy 
withdrew funding from FutureGen, a 275- 
megawatt coal fired power plant that was to 
have captured all of the C02 emitted from 
burning coal, because of higher than expected 
costs. The public-private partnership, which 
never begin construction, is hoping to get a 
new chance at life under the Obama 
administration 

By the time you spend all the extra money to 
build new coal burning plants and develop 
infrastructure to get rid of the carbon dioxide 
underground, electricity from coal is no longer 
so cheap. It could end up being more 
expensive than solar or wind, which are 



Emily’s concerns about Common Ground's 
approach to the sunflower campaign. “I had a 
tot of backlash against Common Ground... for 
several reasons, about this sort of North-South 
divide, liberal people coming down to say they 
know what to do — it’s kind of a classic, too. 
Some of those people didn’t mean that, but 
they didn’t stay here long enough to really see 
projects through. A lot of it’s an organizational 
problem. But for whatever reason, a lot of 
sunflowers got planted in New Orleans after 
Katrina ." This was fine, he pointed out, but 

A 


University, the coalition has the testing 
facilities that the Healthy Soil Project struggled 
to access. 

The test plot is a corner lot on Oretha Castle 
Haley Boulevard that was donated to Cafe 
Reconcile, a job-training organization for 
young people. In exchange for upkeep, they 
were happy to have the tot used as a test site. 
With a history of several houses now torn 
down, illegally parked vehicles, and illegal 
dumping of house foundation material, the lot 
is typical of New Orleans Because the study 
hasn't yet been published, Brice couldn't tell 

















few years of rhetorical concern and despite all 
the greenwashing advertising campaigns and 
claims by ski resorts that they are carbon 
neutral. 

No matter which ecosystem or creature fills 


date. 

The real goal isn’t to cut emissions to 1990 
levels (ala the Kyoto Protocol) or some artificial 
target — the goal is zero human emissions 
now That means entirely replacing our 


with carbon capture and sequestration." 

The problem is, there is no such thing as 
clean coal — it is a marketing gimmick created 
by the coal industry. The reason coal is an 
attractive fuel is that it is extremely cheap to 
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infrastructure to get rid of the carbon dioxide 
underground, electricity from coal is no longer 
so cheap. It could end up being more 
expensive than solar or wind, which are 
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know we were adding some more life to the 
soil, as well as adding more life to the 
community. We were planting some of these 
lots in places that were so destroyed and 
devastated; for people to come across lots in 
places that were filled with sunflowers in bloom 
I think was a really powerful experience 
...This type of activity adds life and proves that 
life can come in some of the most unusual 
places. I think that was a good stepping-stone 
for us to establish ourselves, our roots 
metaphorically and the fact that we do care 
about healthy soil and we care about having 
food access. Now we have an opening to be 
able to work under the guidance of local 
people who are taking care of some of this 
land. It’s been a really good experience in that 
way.” 

Filling in research gaps 

Across town from the Lower Ninth Ward 
where Common Ground Relief is based, a 
community coalition is attempting to answer 
some of the questions surrounding the efficacy 
of using sunflowers for lead cleanup. On a 
sunny afternoon in early December I met Brice 
White, one of the coalition members, at a test 
plot on a street comer a mile west of 
Downtown. Brice is the Operations Manager 
for the People’s Environmental Center (PEC), 
an organization started after the storm with the 
goal of making soil testing accessible to the 
people of New Orleans. Like many groups 
started in the post-hurricane ferment of 2005- 
6 , PEC has gone through many changes; now 
their main focus is supporting this sunflower 
experiment along with students from Dillard 
University, where the Director of PEC, Dr. 


Lovell Agwarmgbo, teaches chemistry; 
students from Deigado Community College; 
and the New Orleans Food and Farm Network. 

Thanks to New Orleans' long growing 
season, all the sunflowers had been harvested 
mere weeks before I visited, and were in the 
lab awaiting analysis. The project, started this 
past spring, is the next logical step in Katrina 
clean-up: “Everybody was talking about 
remediation after the storm, what the 
contaminants were, and doing a lot of testing 

We decided to find a place were we could 


Emily’s concerns about Common Ground’s 
approach to the sunflower campaign. “I had a 
lot of backlash against Common Ground... for 
several reasons, about this sort of North-South 
divide, liberal people coming down to say they 
know what to do — it’s kind of a classic, too. 
Some of those people didn’t mean that, but 
they didn’t stay here long enough to really see 
projects through. A lot of it’s an organizational 
problem. But for whatever reason, a lot of 
sunflowers got planted in New Orleans after 
Katrina ." This was fine, he pointed out, but 



test out sunflowers to see if they actually 
worked Sunflowers became the thing for 
everybody to use, to talk about and plant,” 
Brice explained. “I was discouraged...with 
people coming from the radical hippie punk 
thing, where they’re like, 'If you plant the plants 
it gets rid of the lead!' But when you look at 
lead, which is a metal, it doesn’t go anywhere. 
People don’t even think that far, they just think 
sunflowers get rid of lead.”' 

Brice eventually developed a positive 
working relationship with Healthy Soil Project 
phytoremediators, although initially he shared 


any phytoremediation project needs a caveat: 
“If you’re actually trying to remediate, there's 
just not much data. ..You can’t plant 
sunflowers and then say that somehow there’s 
less lead... if you haven’t done testing to at 
least get a sense of what it does.” 

PEC and other coalition members saw an 
opportunity to fill in some of the research gaps 
when a donation of sunflower Seedballz 
arrived. The gift was a trademarked version of 
a standard seedball with sunflower seeds 
rolled into a ball of clay to make them easy to 
grow. Through their connections with Dillard 


University, the coalition has the testing 
facilities that the Healthy Soil Project struggled 
to access. 

The test plot is a corner lot on Oretha Castle 
Haley Boulevard that was donated to Cafe 
Reconcile, a job-training organization for 
young people. In exchange for upkeep, they 
were happy to have the lot used as a test site. 
With a history of several houses now torn 
down, illegally parked vehicles, and illegal 
dumping of house foundation material, the lot 
is typical of New Orleans Because the study 
hasn’t yet been published, Brice couldn't tell 
me any specific lead content numbers, but 
presumably they reflect the fairly high 
background levels of lead in the city. 

One early lesson learned was that 
community-oriented science isn’t easy Brice 
and his fellow coalition members encountered 
numerous difficulties in the process of turning 
the rubble-filled lot into a functioning field 
experiment. After trying to till it themselves, 
they were forced to hire a bulldozer to level the 
lot. Despite the addition of weed fabric, it was 
hard to control weeds in the nine experiment 
plots in the voracious New Orleans 
environment. The Seedballz didn’t perform 
well; the hot summer sun baked the clay into a 
hard ball, and birds picked out the seeds as 
the balls sat on top of the soil. “Figuring out 
how to get them to germinate was the real 
success,” noted Brice. Eventually they ended 
up burying the seedballs and also planting a 
crop of black oil sunflower seeds in an effort to 
not tie the project to one specific patented 
product, one donation. 

Additionally, there was no record of the type 
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increasingly price competitive with fossil fueled 
electricity already. 

This says nothing of the other dirty aspects 
of mining coal. Increasingly, USA coal is strip 
mined or mined using mountaintop removal 
methods, both of which obliterate the 
environment in the process. The recent spill of 
5.4 million cubic yards of toxic fly ash from the 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Kingston 
Fossil Plant in Tennessee is just a tiny 
example of the vast scale of pollution 
associated with the coal industry. Fly ash is 
what is left after you burn coal — the spill at 
Kingston covered 400 acres and flowed into 
the Clinch and Tennessee Rivers. 

The coal industry is using the theoretical 
possibility that coal could someday be burned 
without emitting disastrous amounts of C02 as 
an excuse to avoid limitations on the coal 
industry now. While discussion goes on, 
millions of tons of coal are being burned — 
none of it in a clean fashion. Hundreds of new 
coal fired power plants — none of them clean 

— are being built around the world. This is to 
say nothing of new mines and trans-national 
shipping facilities. Did you know that the USA 
exported 59 million tons of coal in 2008 
according to the Energy Information 
Administration'? All of this investment in coal 
will only make it harder to phase out coal as it 
becomes increasingly clear that clean coal is a 
cruel myth. Meanwhile, money and time that 
could be invested in clean technologies like 
solar and wind NOW continued to be poured 
into coal. 

Direct Action Gets the Goods 

Public awareness of climate change has 
been building for years, but the scope of the 
technological, political and economic response 

— as opposed to the rhetorical response — 
has remained minimal Some people are 


crucial. Concluding we re already fucked will 
be a self-fulfilling prophecy Our aciion is 
wortn it if there is even a chance to avert 
climate/ecological disaster 
While the economic collapse has taken the 
focus off global warming and the hype around 
the incoming Obama administration has 
allowed Obama to get away with a timid, 
vague plan, both of these factors may create 
special opportunities for grassroots action on 
climate change right now to be effective. Just 
like a lot of new infrastructure was built during 
the Great Depression to create jobs, the 
recession could be a great time to convert the 
fossil fueled economy to wind and solar power 


politicians, big business, or Hollywood movies. 
It will take radical vision — understanding new 
ways of living that are more humanistic, more 
fun, more gentle, localized and small-scale, 
and thus more in-tune with the cycles of life. 
We need new thinking to transition away from 
the fossil fueled “use it once and throw away” 
mentality we have all grown up with. Radical 
change requires disruption of the agenda of 
those in charge, not just asking for a seat at 
the table or going along for the ride. Change 
will come when the status quo can no longer 
continue 

In 2008, fossil fools day actions “spanned 
the full spectrum from the simply subversive to 


of the fossil fuel lifestyle — this is one of the 
only languages the corporate political structure 
understands. Fossil fuels dominate our lives 
because they are efficient in the short term — 
they make things seem easy and instant by 
exporting the costs and harms to where they 
can’t be seen, or to the future. Fossil Fools 
day aims to expose this false ease and 
efficiency by connecting the harm to fossil 
fueled machines and ways of life. The point 
isn’t to impose guilt — often the mark of ill- 
calculated, careless activist efforts that divide 
us from those who can be our allies. Rather, 
clever pranks can put a smile on all of our 
faces, because ultimately we’re all dependent 



Going beyond business as usual and standard 
band-aid solutions — like bailing out an auto 
industry that has resisted alternatives to fossil 
fuels since the oil shocks in the early 1970s — 
will require grassroots pressure and 
organizing. Obama is sexy but cautious and 
mainstream —he isn’t moving to make the 


the downright disruptive: office occupations, 
banner drops, street theater, Big Carbon 
blockades, city center parades, spoof product 
launches, subverting, leaflets, lock-downs,” 
according to Rising Tide North America. “Oil, 
gas, coal and aviation were all targeted. Fossil 
fuel extraction, production, financing. PR and 


to abandon 

them together. 

In Berkeley, those of us who did a bike 
parade last year have been thinking of ways to 
expose the greenwash and fake alternatives 
associated with the huge biofuel research 
industry at the University of California. 
Berkeley funded by oil-giant BP. What will you 







































































without emitting disastrous amounts of C02 as 
an excuse to avoid limitations on the coal 
industry now. While discussion goes on, 
millions of tons of coal are being burned — 
none of it in a clean fashion. Hundreds of new 
coal fired power plants — none of them clean 

— are being built around the world. This is to 
say nothing of new mines and trans-national 
shipping facilities. Did you know that the USA 
exported 59 million tons of coal in 2008 
according to the Energy Information 
Administration? All of this investment in coal 
will only make it harder to phase out coal as it 
becomes increasingly clear that clean coal is a 
cruel myth. Meanwhile, money and time that 
could be invested in clean technologies like 
solar and wind NOW continued to be poured 
into coal. 

Direct Action Gets the Goods 

Public awareness of climate change has 
been building for years, but the scope of the 
technological, political and economic response 

— as opposed to the rhetorical response — 
has remained minimal. Some people are 
experiencing crisis fatigue figuring, “We're 
already doomed, it is too late to do anything, 
we may as well not worry about it and have fun 
while human societies last. . . ” Although no 
one knows how dramatically the environment 
has already been damaged, grassroots action 
to address the problem at this moment is still 



Going beyond business as usual and standard 
band-aid solutions — like bailing out an auto 
industry that has resisted alternatives to fossil 
fuels since the oil shocks in the early 1970s — 
will require grassroots pressure and 
organizing, Obama is sexy but cautious and 
mainstream —he isn't moving to make the 
kind of historic changes that are required. 

Which is where actions like fossil fools day 
come in Fossil Fools day comes out of the 
direct action, grassroots, radical environmental 
movement. Real dramatic change — replacing 
a worn-out, unsustainable way of life with 
something entirely new — won’t come from 





of sunflowers in the Seedballz, and type of 
sunflower does seem to be an important 
variable in lead uptake Researchers in Zurich, 
Switzerland examined the toxic metal 
accumulation in fifteen sunflower cultivars 
grown in a field contaminated with sewage 
sludge (Nehnevajova et. al). Because some 
metal uptake also varies with the kind of 
fertilizer used to reduce the pH, they used two 
different soil amendments, ammonium sulfate 
and ammonium nitrate Surprisingly, they 
reported a wide variety in lead accumulation — 
almost 10 percent. The most lead, 26.5 mg/kg 
Dry Weight, accumulated in the Salut cultivar, 
when the plants were fertilized with ammonium 
sulfate, while the least amount of lead, only 2 8 


in. But in a place in the Northeast where they 
said it was too slow, they probably only got 
one crop in All these things are things to look 
into in the future." There are other questions as 
well “When do you harvest them to get 
optimum efficiency' 5 Is there lead in the seeds? 
Are animals eating the seeds, are people 
eating the seeds?... The simple thing we want 
to know is, did it take the lead out, and if so. is 



the downright disruptive: office occupations, 
banner drops, street theater, Big Carbon 
blockades, city center parades, spoof product 
launches, subvertising, leaflets, lock-downs," 
according to Rising Tide North America. “Oil, 
gas, coal and aviation were all targeted. Fossil 
fuel extraction, production, financing. PR and 
greenwash all felt the jester’s wrath." Since 
every aspect of our lives — from our food to 
our housing, to our jobs, to our transport to the 
way cities are designed — are related to the 
fossil fuel addiction, every neighborhood has 
appropriate targets. 

Disruptive actions raise the economic cost 


them together. 

In Berkeley, those of us who did a bike 
parade last year have been thinking of ways to 
expose the greenwash and fake alternatives 
associated with the huge biofuel research 
industry at the University of California. 
Berkeley funded by oil-giant BP. What will you 
do in your town? Think zany, beautiful and for 
yourself. If no one has ever tried it before, that 
may be the best possible option The joke is 
yours to make April 1. 

For more info, updates, and ideas, check 
outfossilfoolsday.org. Or in Berkeley, email us 
at Berkeleyfossilfools@riseup.net. 


* Heavy 

the first step that you can plant [sunflowers] 
and harvest them, and make sure you throw 
them away. Maybe that is a good start. Like all 
the Common Ground stuff — if they actually 
knew there was lead, and they planted all 
these sunflowers and then harvested them, 
they certainly didn't hurt anything, and they 
probably made it better." 
Community-oriented science 

In addition to providing valuable data on 
sunflowers, this project is a good exercise in 
community-oriented science. I salute Emily, 
Brice, and all the other intrepid gardeners who 
are vastly expanding the field conditions under 
which phytoremediation is used 
pynprimpntallv Rv koenino track of what works 



Gardener’s Remediation Guide , EPA (just being 
published; contact ely.char1otte@epa.gov) 

Common Ground Relief, www.commongroundrelief.org 


People’s Environmental Center, Brice White. 
Operations Manager, xbricex@hotmail.com 
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we may as well not worry about it and have fun 
while human societies last. . ’’ Although no 
one knows how dramatically the environment 
has already been damaged, grassroots action 
to address the problem at this moment is still 


come in Fossil Fools day comes out of the 
direct action, grassroots, radical environmental 
movement. Real dramatic change — replacing 
a worn-out, unsustainable way of life with 
something entirely new — won’t come from 






of sunflowers in the Seedballz, and type of 
sunflower does seem to be an important 
variable in lead uptake Researchers in Zurich, 
Switzerland examined the toxic metal 
accumulation in fifteen sunflower cultivars 
grown in a field contaminated with sewage 
sludge (Nehnevajova et. al). Because some 
metal uptake also varies with the kind of 
fertilizer used to reduce the pH, they used two 
different soil amendments, ammonium sulfate 
and ammonium nitrate. Surprisingly, they 
reported a wide variety in lead accumulation — 
almost 10 percent. The most lead, 26.5 mg/kg 
Dry Weight, accumulated in the Salut cultivar, 
when the plants were fertilized with ammonium 
sulfate, while the least amount of lead, only 2.8 
mg/kg Dry Weight, was found in the cultivar 
Alzan, also grown with ammonium sulfate. To 
make matters more confusing, some cultivars 
accumulated more lead with the ammonium 
nitrate fertilizer than they did with ammonium 
sulfate Neither of the varieties used in New 
Orleans, the Giant and Black Oil sunflowers, 
were included in the study, which used 
varieties widely available in Switzerland. 

Despite the difficulties and multiple variables 
in the project, Brice said their preliminary 
results indicate a promising reduction in soil 
lead content. The study opens the door for 
future research with a New Orleans, 
community-based focus “A lot of people have 
said they don’t want to use phytoremediation 
because they say it’s too slow," he pointed out, 
but we thought the results from 1-2 crops 
were promising enough to possibly use it. Also, 
the growing season here is longer than a lot of 
places. If you started first thing in the spring, 
you could maybe get four crops of sunflowers 


in. But in a place in the Northeast where they 
said it was too slow, they probably only got 
one crop in. All these things are things to look 
into in the future.” There are other questions as 
well: “When do you harvest them to get 
optimum efficiency? Is there lead in the seeds? 
Are animals eating the seeds, are people 
eating the seeds?... The simple thing we want 
to know is, did it take the lead out, and if so. is 


our housing, to our jobs, to our transport to the 
way cities are designed — are related to the 
fossil fuel addiction, every neighborhood has 
appropriate targets. 

Disruptive actions raise the economic cost 


- Heavy 

the first step that you can plant [sunflowers] 
and harvest them, and make sure you throw 
them away. Maybe that is a good start. Like all 
the Common Ground stuff — if they actually 
knew there was lead, and they planted all 
these sunflowers and then harvested them, 
they certainly didn’t hurt anything, and they 
probably made it better.” 
Community-oriented science 

In addition to providing valuable data on 
sunflowers, this project is a good exercise in 
community-oriented science. I salute Emily, 
Brice, and all the other intrepid gardeners who 
are vastly expanding the field conditions under 
which phytoremediation is used 
I experimentally. By keeping track of what works 
under what conditions, and doing soil testing 
when it’s available, we can turn our DIY efforts 
into a solid body of knowledge created by the 
communities it serves. This is an excellent 
example of science working for the people. 
While we build bridges with sympathetic 
members of the scientific establishment, we 
can work towards organizing our own radical 
science infrastructure, like accessible soil 
testing labs. Let's free bioremediation from the 
clutches of bureaucracy and academia! 
Bioremediation is a natural chemical process. 
No doubt there are other tools in the ground 
that we can use to repair the effects of 
industrialization, if we take the time to 
understand them. 

Thank you to Emily and Brice for the 
interviews! 

Resources: 

Toolbox for Sustainable City Living , Scott Kellogg ,nd 
Stacy Pettigrew, South End Press 


may be the best possible option The joke is 
yours to make April 1. 

For more info, updates, and ideas, check 
out fossilfoolsday.org. Or in Berkeley, emaii us 
at Berkeleyfossilfools@riseup.net. 



Gardener's Remediation Guide , EPA (just being 
published; contact ely.char1otte@epa.gov) 


Common Ground Relief, www.commongroundrelief.org 

People's Environmental Center, Brice White 
Operations Manager, xbricex@hotmail.com 
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the predicament of human 

and nonhuman prisoners 


By Dortell Williams 

The Los Angeles City Council is intertwined 
in a dusty ruckus as challenges loom against 
their decision to continue with a $24 million, 
3 6 acre “Pachyderm Forrest” at the city zoo. 

Animal rights advocates say the zoo exhibit 
is inadequate in size and makes for 
excruciating lonely days for the single elephant 
named Billy. 

This controversy is interesting in view of the 
concurrent controversy regarding the medical 
condition of crammed and crowded California 
prisoners. Human rights advocates have 
prevailed in proving that the bustling concrete 
behemoth is so swelled that it infringes on the 
basic health rights of the captives. 

Zoo officials lament that 12 elephants have 
died at the exhibit since 1968. Experts believe 
past care practices contributed to the demise 
of the creatures, but those practices — such 
as concrete floors and tight enclosures — have 
now been replaced with soft dirt courtyards 
laden with trees and greenery. 

Human rights advocates cite an average of 
one prisoner death a week due to neglect or 
malpractice in the state prisons. That was until 
Thelton Henderson, U S. District Justice for the 
northern district intervened by taking over the 
prison medical system in 2006. 

Following an embarrassing early December 
trial before a three-judge panel, including 
Justice Henderson, it was determined that the 



he zoo is a young 23-year-old Asian stud. 

In contrast, the majority of California’s 
prisoners are of African American and Latino 
descent. As a result of a long held practice of 
state sanctioned racial segregation, a bloody 
froth of ethnic tension has developed, spilling 
over into innocent communities and making 
carnage of uninvolved citizens and their 
blameless children. 

Hate-filled prison shanks are replaced on 
the streets by indiscriminate high-powered, 
rapid-fire semi-automatic weaponry And while 
the U.S. Supreme Court ordered a 
straightforward cease and desist on the vile 
practice of racially segregating prisoners in a 
5-3, 2005 vote, many believe this violent 
community cancer has already seriously 
escalated gang rivalries that have spread 
nationally and even internationally 

Critics of the zoo exhibit argue that 3.6 
acres is not nearly enough for a half dozen or 
more elephants planned for the sanctuary 
Some would like to see a 35-acre elephantine 
spread to be shared by as many elephants. 
Zoologists say the 3.6 acres is enough and will 
be furnished with a deep pool for swimming, 
fallen trees, a waterfall and rocks for the 
creatures to push or walk around. 

Still, animal rights advocates explain that 
elephants are natural roamers and need to trek 
miles not acres to achieve optimum health and 
happiness. They also cite a high rate of infant 
mortality in captivity because without the 
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for garbage culture. 

The book spends about equal time with 
his formative years and the years around the 
MotherFuckers days of 1967-196S, Then it 
goes for a short time into the experimental 
communities of New Mexico and California's 
Black Bear Ranch. He then found himself 
settling in Berkeley where he took up 
practicing law and looked again to making 
art. "I found a way to do art that didn't isolate 
me in the studio and that was to do murals. 

And the Albany Landfill is a fairly incredible 
story in itself" 

After the book was printed did you realize 
that you left anything out that you 
would've liked to have out in? "Initially when 
I wrote the book there's a whole section 
about art that was just too long. It's where I'm 
thinking about art, its role in the world and 
what art does, why there's obstacles in 
making art these days. Now I think that's a 
separate book. That had to go. There was 
lots of other stuff in there. In the course of 

“I" m not interested 


years it was fenced in 1969-72, around 
that time the garden people really started 
to open it up as a free space again. Were 
you aware of them? "I was. That was a 
period — it always was a battle. The 
University has never been happy — they 
never accepted not having control of it. The 
battle the last upteen years has been over 
homeless people. It's still going on An 
endless fight" 

Many people new to town and ready to 
live in a radical new way ask me about the 
paradox of progressive Berkeley not having 
a simple food co-op. But we used to have one 
until the mid 80's. Just as the once-thriving 
co-op was a representation of Berkeley as a 
hub of revolution in the USA, the plastic 
alternative of today's Berkeley signifies 
Osha's theory of counter-revolution When I 
ask about its demise he cites the usual 
response about the co-op's poor choice in 
over-expansion. But adds, "They had lousy 
vegetables, I don't know. I think they were 
stuck in a bad contract." 

in the theory of 


finding a publisher it got paired down ." 

On speaking of his most high profile piece 
of work, the People's History of Telegraph 
Ave, Mural. "1976 was the bicentennial of the 


Seeing Osha speak, he will reveal as 
much of himself as he does when you read 
the book, except in concentrated form. He is 
at once vulnerable, frank, intelligent, yet he's 


doctrinaire anarchism, but in the power 

American Revolution. I thought 'where was still a Motherfucker as he deconstructs it and 
any public memorial or monument to the reveals the wrong headed thinking behind 

revolutionary period in Berkeley' — there their actions — the pompous quick impulse 

wasn't any. So we approached the Villa for violence, the male posturing The movers 

Hermosa Restaurant. We didn't ask anybody and shakers of the 60's often only lead to 

the deed, in direct action.” 


for money, we didn't ask anybody for 
approval We didn't go through any design 
reviews We put a can in the street and just 
painted it. Then we started an arts 
organization called Common Arts." 

Another mural Osha worked on is a few 
blocks down on Telegraph on a building at 
Willard Jr High. It was partially painted over 


revolutionary egomaniacs — not revolution. 
Yet he doesn't entirely denounce their 
struggle, and more importantly he shares with 
us that it's still essential to act. 

When speaking to an audience at the Neibyl 
Proctor library. Osha swims in a water he 
knows well. Much of the audience expect to 
hear theory and he can talk the talk. A young 
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condition of crammed and crowded California 
prisoners. Human rights advocates have 
prevailed in proving that the bustling concrete 
behemoth is so swelled that it infringes on the 
basic health rights of the captives. 

Zoo officials lament that 12 elephants have 
died at the exhibit since 1968. Experts believe 
past care practices contributed to the demise 
of the creatures, but those practices — such 
as concrete floors and tight enclosures — have 
now been replaced with soft dirt courtyards 
laden with trees and greenery. 

Human rights advocates cite an average of 
one prisoner death a week due to neglect or 
malpractice in the state prisons. That was until 
Thelton Henderson, U S. District Justice for the 
northern district intervened by taking over the 
prison medical system in 2006. 

Following an embarrassing early December 
trial before a three-judge panel, including 
Justice Henderson, it was determined that the 



California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation is desperately overcrowded. 
The prison system was designed to hold 


the streets by indiscriminate high-powered, 
rapid-fire semi-automatic weaponry And while 
the U.S. Supreme Court ordered a 
straightforward cease and desist on the vile 
practice of racially segregating prisoners in a 
5-3, 2005 vote, many believe this violent 
community cancer has already seriously 
escalated gang rivalries that have spread 
nationally and even internationally 

Critics of the zoo exhibit argue that 3 6 
acres is not nearly enough for a half dozen or 
more elephants planned for the sanctuary 
Some would like to see a 35-acre elephantine 
spread to be shared by as many elephants. 
Zoologists say the 3.6 acres is enough and will 
be furnished with a deep pool for swimming, 
fallen trees, a waterfall and rocks for the 
creatures to push or walk around. 

Still, animal rights advocates explain that 
elephants are natural roamers and need to trek 
miles not acres to achieve optimum health and 
happiness. They also cite a high rate of infant 
mortality in captivity because without the 
opportunity to learn social skills from others the 
new mothers are ignorant of how to care for 
their young 

In the prison system there is such a thing as 
“social overload”. Overcrowding forbids 
prisoners the room to move about, resources 
are scarce and rationed, and privacy is aimost 
non-existent because someone is always 
around. Paradoxically, loneliness still prevails 
because so many people are brougnt in and 
out of the system — in a constant cycle of 
recidivism and transfers — that people are 
rarely allowed to engage in meaningful 
friendships. 

Indeed, the American Correctional 
Association recommends that prisoners — 
people incarcerated — be afforded a minimum 
of 60 square feet, and for those confined in 
their cells for more than 10 hours per day, 80 
square feet. 

Animal experts complain that elephants like 
Billy who show a neurotic habit of repetitiously 
bobbing their heads are signaling bouts of 
depression. Meanwhile, as the three-judge 
panel now contemplates how to remedy the 
gross inadequacies of the prison system, 
Justice Henderson has expressed concern 
about prisoners being subjected to extreme 
idleness and lack of productive rehabilitation 
programs that lead to mental deterioration and 


“T m not interested in the theory of 


finding a publisher it got paired down " 

On speaking of his most high profile piece 
of work, the People's History of Telegraph 
Ave, Mural. "1976 was the bicentennial of the 


Seeing Osha speak, he will reveal as 
much of himself as he does when you read 
the book, except in concentrated form He is 
at once vulnerable, frank, intelligent, yet he's 


doctrinaire anarchism, but in the power 


American Revolution. I thought 'where was 
any public memorial or monument to the 
revolutionary period in Berkeley' — there 
wasn't any. So we approached the Villa 
Hermosa Restaurant. We didn't ask anybody 


still a Motherfucker as he deconstructs it and 
reveals the wrong headed thinking behind 
their actions — the pompous quick impulse 
for violence, the male posturing The movers 
and shakers of the 60's often only lead to 


the deed, in direct action. 


for money, we didn't ask anybody for 
approval We didn't go through any design 
reviews We put a can in the street and just 
painted it. Then we started an arts 
organization called Common Arts." 

Another mural Osha worked on is a few 
blocks down on Telegraph on a building at 
Willard Jr High. It was partially painted over 
a few years ago and that story may indicate 
the story of Berkeley A few die-hard radicals 
push to make a mark in this world. A few other 
people are annoyed by this and work to 
erase the gesture Then there are the rest of 
people new to town who are confused by the 
outcome 

You painted Willard Jr. with them? "With 
Willard the way l got in there was because 
the junior high was closed They tore down 
the old building and they were in the process 
of putting a new school there. The arts 
magnet school was temporarily there so 
nobody had control of the site. So basically I 
got to do whatever the hell I wanted 


revolutionary egomaniacs — not revolution. 
Yet he doesn't entirely denounce their 
struggle, and more importantly he shares with 
us that it's still essential to act. 

When speaking to an audience at the Neibyl 
Proctor library. Osha swims in a water he 
knows well Much of the audience expect to 
hear theory and he can talk the talk. A young 
anarchist (pushing 40!) among the grey 
haired Marxists grew impatient. During much 
of the Q & A time, the old-timers gave long 
speeches using words that teem in old 
Marxist books. Osha often just smiled when 
they would raise their hand and talk for five 
minutes, usually without asking a question. At 
one point he called the intricate brain 
puzzles being raised another version of the 
Labyrinth — his book's main metaphor for the 
system. But the young Anarchist in 
attendance raged He raised the issue of 
today's generation gap. The people in the 
room splitting hairs over theory do not 
interest people his age. What is worse, they 












California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation is desperately overcrowded. 
The prison system was designed to hold 
100,000 by an expanse of 33 prisons 
However, the current population is a fluctuating 
172,000 at it’s zenith, causing deaths, mental 
health deterioration and the rampant spread of 
diseases. 

At the zoo, the geographical ethnicity of the 
most recent elephants to expire, Tara, a 
friendly 39 year old elephant who died in 2004; 
and Ruby, a carefu.l 47 year old elephant who 
passed on to elephant heaven last year, was 
African. Then there was Gita, a gentle 48- 
year-old Asian elephant who slipped from life 
in 2006. Billy, the only remaining elephant at 
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their young 

In the prison system there is such a thing as 
“social overload'. Overcrowding forbids 
prisoners the room to move about, resources 
are scarce and rationed, and privacy is almost 
non-existent because someone is always 
around. Paradoxically, loneliness still prevails 
because so many people are brougnt in and 
out of the system — in a constant cycle of 
recidivism and transfers — that people are 
rarely allowed to engage in meaningful 
friendships. 

Indeed, the American Correctional 
Association recommends that prisoners — 
people incarcerated — be afforded a minimum 
of 60 square feet, and for those confined in 
their cells for more than 10 hours per day, 80 
square feet. 

Animal experts complain that elephants like 
Billy who show a neurotic habit of repetitiously 
bobbing their heads are signaling bouts of 
depression. Meanwhile, as the three-judge 
panel now contemplates how to remedy the 
gross inadequacies of the prison system, 
Justice Henderson has expressed concern 
about prisoners being subjected to extreme 
idleness and lack of productive rehabilitation 
programs that lead to mental deterioration and 
an inferior existence. 

Dr. Joyce Poole, an animal behaviorist who 
has studied elephants in Africa for decades 
says that elephants bob their heads “ because 
they’re frustrated and bored and have a life 
that has no meaning...’’ 

Perhaps people and pachyderms have more 
in common than we ever thought, yet only time 
will tell who’s right. 


The author is a California prisoner Write him 
at Dortel Williams #H-45771, A2-103. PO box 
4430, Lancaster, CA 93539. 
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push to make a mark in inis woria a Tew oiner 
people are annoyed by this and work to 
erase the gesture Then there are the rest of 
people new to town who are confused by the 
outcome 

You painted Willard Jr. with them? "With 
Willard the way I got in there was because 
the junior high was closed They tore down 
the old building and they were in the process 
of putting a new school there. The arts 
magnet school was temporarily there so 
nobody had control of the site. So basically I 
got to do whatever the hell I wanted 
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speeches using words that teem in old 
Marxist books. Osha often just smiled when 
they would raise their hand and talk for five 
minutes, usually without asking a question At 
one point he called the intricate brain 
puzzles being raised another version of the 
Labyrinth — his book's main metaphor for the 
system. But the young Anarchist in 
attendance raged He raised the issue of 
today's generation gap. The people in the 
room splitting hairs over theory do not 
interest people his age. What is worse, they 



even less. What was happening this day in 
the library soon may be a thing of the past. 
Osha agreed, "We're just a room full of old 
men, we’re not out there in the street.” 
(Actually there were several women in 
attendance) "I'm not interested in the theory 
of doctrinaire anarchism, but in the power of 
the deed, in direct action" 

This Motherfucker used to go up against 
the wall in a naked gesture of exposing the 
oppressive nature in our reality Now with 
vision and wisdom, Osha suggests other 
options. Perhaps we will decide to walk 
through the walls that have loomed for so 
long — that are seemingly untoppable. 


difficult — because partly you have to get a 
community that's going to support you, and 
you have to get an institution that's willing to 
be identified with the content that you put 
there. Usually looking at the public art in 
Berkeley, by the time you go through the 
design review part, pretty much what you end 
up with is crap." 

And it's true most of the art in Berkeley 
today is crap 

So you were working on the People's Park 
Mural around the same time the park itself 
was going through a rebirth. After the 
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By SoDak Attack 

Pre-Columbian North America was home to 
diverse peoples with unique relationships with 
each other and their environments. Entire 
cultures have since vanished upon European 
contact. Like the extinctions of animal and 
plant species, this represents an irreplaceable 
loss. Ron Sakolsky states in the preface to 
Gone to Croatan that “In standard histories 
North American indigenous peoples (much like 
the forces of nature) make a brief initial 
appearance only to be cut down by the 
inevitable march of progress,' and people of 
color are either absent or viewed as nagging 
problems in need of solution." 

Of course native peoples are still here, 
continuing an over 500 year long struggle for 
traditional life ways and often-literal survival all 
over the continent. Resistance is alive on rural 
reservations and in native urban communities. 
It is in this context that we find the American 
Indian Movement turning 40. 

‘Spiritually, culturally, socially, economically 
and politically across the country, we 
developed an indigenous philosophy for the 
Indian nation," said Vernon Bellecourt, former 
AIM spokesperson. “For the nation to heal, we 
had to start nurturing the roots AIM 

developed the highway to get on if people want 
to get back to our traditional, spiritual way of 
life." 

The American Indian Movement was 
founded in 1968, formed around discussions 
between Clyde Bellecourt and Eddie Benton 
Banai. While in prison in the early 60s in 
Stillwater, MN the two started organizing other 
native prisoners around cultural studies. In its 
first year as an organization, AIM created 
programs in Minneapolis similar to what the 
Black Panther Party was doing, including 
street patrols in response to police brutality in 
native communities. AIM is probably most 
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many former AIM members have remained I 
politically outspoken. Government harassment 
of former seventies radicals continues to take 
place years after their involvement. 

Former AIM member John Graham is 
awaiting trial in South Dakota for a murder that 
took place over 34 years ago. The 
circumstances of fellow AIM member Anna 
Mae Pictou-Aquash’s death are cause for 
suspicion. Anna’s story is a painful chapter of 
AIM’s legacy The FBI’s ruthless suppression 
was seeking to create a climate of internal 
tension and paranoia. Some rumors in the 
native community claim that Anna may have 
been killed by AIM members due to fears that 
she was cooperating with the government. 

However, some aspects of the FBI’s 
resulting investigation hint at the possibility of a 
larger conspiracy When it was found that the 
'FBI pathologist had apparently overlooked 



function. John Graham’s legal defense team 
has issued the following statement, “We would 
like to relay this important and personal appeal 
from John Graham, with respect to the 
whereabouts of Anna Mae Aquash from the 
time when she was left at a house on Pine 
Ridge, where she thought she would be safe, 
until the time when she was found murdered. 
We believe there must be people who saw ner 
during that time, and any information would be 
extremely helpful as we seek the truth." 

In other parts of the country, battles are 
being fought to protect the sacred sites of 
native people. In Black Mesa. Arizona, 
Peabody Coal has recently been given 
approval, by the Office of Surface Mining, to 
expand its strip mining operation, including 
rights to extraction for “the life of the mine." 
Hopi and Navaho have been protesting the 
mine, which threatens their aquifer, for over 35 
years. Wahleah Johns said, “The Black Mesa 
Water Coalition organized because of the 
abuse of sacred water. Black Mesa is regarded 
as a female mountain...” She said, “...every 
effort must be made to stop the coal mining.” 
Black Mesa Indigenous Support a grassroots 
collective based in Flagstaff notes that “Both 
Republican & Democratic parties have 
consistently expressed support for the 
development of so-called clean coal' 
technology to help solve the nation’s energy 
problem while claiming to be interested in 
fighting pollution, global warming, and human 
rights. While many environmental and scientific 
groups have questioned whether the burning 
of coal can ever be clean, for First Nations (a 
term for aboriginals) in the Four Corners area 
clean coal’ may also be a matter of ethnic 
cleansing." 

Another site being passionately defended is 
Bear Butte near Sturgis, South Dakota. The 
brush-covered mountain is a pilgrimage 
destination for many from the more than 60 


jracing strips. To attempt to build such aj 
‘noisy, destructive playground near such a 
pristine, beautiful and sacred site is in 
Christian terms sacrilegious blasphemy. Inner- 
tnbal protests have been occurring yearly at 
the base of the mountain during rally that takes 
place in August. 

In Canada, a defiant response to the 
destruction of eco-systems and Native 
homelands is growing. No Olympics on Stolen 
Land is agitating for the disruption of the 2010 
winter games on Salish territories in Canada. 
“Already, more land has been destroyed for 
the expansion or construction of highways, ski 
resorts, & Olympic venues. Billions of ‘public’ 
dollars is also being spent on new bridges, port 
facilities, railways, as well as urban transit,” Zig 
Zag of Warrior Publications says, describing 
some of the direct impact the games will have. 

A vibrant convergence is planned for February 
10th-15th in Vancouver, it will consist of 
traditional peoples and liberal groups like 
People's Global Action, as well as self 
described Insurrectionary Anarchists. The 
No2010.org website gives recognition to the 
reform work of anti-poverty and housing rights 
groups while also supporting groups that carry 
out direct actions and arson stating “Those that 
do go beyond the bound of legal protest, target 
corporate sponsors of the Olympics as a form 
of sabotage (along with police & military 
targets.) This can increase the costs for 
corporations seeking to profit from the Games, 
and could potentially deter some corporate 
investment. All militant direct actions that l ave 
occurred have consisted of property damage 
and no person has been injured as a result.” 

A diversity of tactics is an important element 
of the resistance to colonization. People 
across Turtle Island are taking part in language 
preservation, talking circles, and attending 
traditional ceremonies. But, Protests will also 
continue to take place on native lands in the 


















continuing an over 500 year long struggle for 
traditional life ways and often-literal survival all 
over the continent. Resistance is alive on rural 
reservations and in native urban communities. 

It is in this context that we find the American 
Indian Movement turning 40. 

“Spiritually, culturally, socially, economically 
and politically across the country, we 
developed an indigenous philosophy for the 
Indian nation,” said Vernon Bellecourt, former 
AIM spokesperson. “For the nation to heal, we 
had to start nurturing the roots AIM 

developed the highway to get on if people want 
to qet back to our traditional, spiritual way of 
life.” 

The American Indian Movement was 
founded in 1968, formed around discussions 
between Clyde Bellecourt and Eddie Benton 
Banai. While in prison in the early 60s in 
Stillwater, MN the two started organizing other 
native prisoners around cultural studies. In its 
first year as an organization, AIM created 
programs in Minneapolis similar to what the 
Black Panther Party was doing, including 
street patrols in response to police brutality in 
native communities. AIM is probably most 
remembered for its participation in the 1973 
occupation of Wounded Knee, equally relevant 
to environmentalists and anarchists, was it’s 
targeting by COINTELPRO. Homeland 
Security is using the same rhetoric the FBI 
once directed at AIM and the Panthers today 
to demonize groups like the Earth Liberation 
Front. The Counter Intelligence Programs 
showed the establishment’s ruthlessness in 
using everything from extra-legal surveillance 
to infiltration to assassinations in order to 
discourage dissent. AIM was influential for 
later generations of indigenous activists and 


she was cooperating with the government. 

However, some aspects of the FBI’s 
resulting investigation hint at the possibility of a 
larger conspiracy When it was found that the 
iFBI pathologist had apparently overlooked^ 



For 500 Years 


blood stained clothing, matted and bloody hair, 

and a bullet wound to the back of the head, a 
second autopsy was ordered. She was buried 
with out a death certificate and before her 
identity was confirmed. Use of fabricated 
evidence and false testimony as well as the 
spreading rumors of informants during the 
COINTELPRO era is now widely known. The 
FBI had the most to gain from Anna’s death. 
They were acting to ensure that groups 
threatening civil stability, like AIM, could not 


expand its strip mining operation, inuuumy 
rights to extraction for “the life of the mine." 
Hopi and Navaho have been protesting the 
mine, which threatens their aquifer, for over 35 
years. Wahleah Johns said, “The Black Mesa 
Water Coalition organized because of the 
abuse of sacred water. Black Mesa is regarded 
as a female mountain...” She said, “...every 
effort must be made to stop the coal mining.” 
Black Mesa Indigenous Support a grassroots 
collective based in Flagstaff notes that “Both 
Republican & Democratic parties have 

consistently expressed support for the 
development of so-called ‘clean coal' 

technology to help solve the nation’s energy 
problem while claiming to be interested in 
fighting pollution, global warming, and human 
rights. While many environmental and scientific 
groups have questioned whether the burning 
of coal can ever be clean, for First Nations (a 
term for aboriginals) in the Four Corners area 
clean coal’ may also be a matter of ethnic 
cleansing.” 

Another site being passionately defended is 
Bear Butte near Sturgis, South Dakota. The 
brush-covered mountain is a pilgrimage 
destination for many from the more than 60 
tribes who consider it a sacred place. Much of 
the land surrounding Bear Butte is being sold 
to developers who want to profit from the 
annual Sturgis Motor Cycle Rally. The rally, 
one of the largest in the country, brings tens of 
thousands of partying bikers with in earshot of 
Indian people who come to fast and pray 
Plans are slated for another bar, large 
campground, convenience store, and two drag 


Zag of Warrior Publications says, describing 
some of the direct impact the games will have. 

A vibrant convergence is planned for February 
10th-15th in Vancouver, it will consist of 
traditional peoples and liberal groups like 
People's Global Action, as well as self 
described Insurrectionary Anarchists. The 
No2010.org website gives recognition to the 
reform work of anti-poverty and housing rights 
groups while also supporting groups that carry 
out direct actions and arson stating “Those that 
do go beyond the bound of legal protest, target 
corporate sponsors of the Olympics as a form 
of sabotage (along with police & military 
targets.) This can increase the costs for 
corporations seeking to profit from the Games, 
and could potentially deter some corporate 
investment. All militant direct actions that have 
occurred have consisted of property damage 
and no person has been injured as a result ” 

A diversity of tactics is an important element 
of the resistance to colonization. People 
across Turtle Island are taking part in language 
preservation, talking circles, and attending 
traditional ceremonies. But, Protests will also 
continue to take place on native lands in the 
US and Canada. Losing sleep over property 
damage seems ridiculous considering the 
genocidal past and threatened future of the 
First Nations. In a collapsing world, any 
defense of ecosystems is worth considering 
And, in the fight for native autonomony, any 
action that exposes the inherent violence of 
industrial development is necessary. 



enough trouble. ‘Spose it’ll be determined by if 1 
we can wake up and adapt or not. Humans j 
, ’ sure are fascinating and creative. What other! 
creature has come up with tapestries, 
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Security is using the same rhetoric the FBI 
once directed at AIM and the Panthers today 
to demonize groups like the Earth Liberation 
Front. The Counter Intelligence Programs 
showed the establishment’s ruthlessness in 
using everything from extra-legal surveillance 
to infiltration to assassinations in order to 
discourage dissent. AIM was influential for 
later generations of indigenous activists and 


and a bullet wound to tne dsck or me neau, a 
second autopsy was ordered. She was buried 
with out a death certificate and before her 
identity was confirmed. Use of fabricated 
evidence and false testimony as well as the 
spreading rumors of informants during the 
COINTELPRO era is now widely known. The 
FBI had the most to gain from Anna's death. 
They were acting to ensure that groups 
threatening civil stability, like AIM, could not 


annual Sturgis Motor Cycle Rally, ine rany, 
one of the largest in the country, brings tens of 
thousands of partying bikers with in earshot of 
Indian people who come to fast and pray 
Plans are slated for another bar, large 
campground, convenience store, and two drag 


|-irsi INailOnS. in a UUMdpainy muuu, auy 
defense of ecosystems is worth considering 
And, in the fight for native autonomony, any 
action that exposes the inherent violence of 
industrial development is necessary. 



By Compost 
I had a revelation recently that we are 
beyond the realm of "politics” and more into 
"evolution", that the scope of what is set in 
motion is beyond our human wills to turn 
around And yet of course, it still seems 
relevant what we do; as the day of action, the 
decision what to eat, the words sung, may be 
the straw that carries a species through 
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find myself strangely at peace to accept 
| the larger cycles of life that include extinctions. 
I Nothing breaks my heart more than to imagine 
I the disappearance of such beautiful and 
I amazing creatures as Sand Hill Cranes, Sea 
I Otters, Checker-spot Butterflies, all the birds 
land salamanders, insects, fish flowers; life 
I people know so little of as it disappears 
'forever Are we alive on the planet with the 
last pair of Ivory-Billed Woodpeckers? How 
many other species will we see the last of 9 
How many will we notnotice? 



And yet. These are the generations of 
Mother Earth She has three times already | 
raised a planet full of amazing beautiful || 
species that have come to cataclysmic ends. | 
And some species made it through and new 
life came again. It seems we are in the third »| 
major species die-off on the planet. Now. 1 
Kinda a lot for a mere human psyche to wrap | 
around. But hey, I remind myself, there are 
lots of agents for mutation that will hasten new , 
life to evolve and fill the niches; chemicals, 
radiation, biotechnology, nano-tech. And 
j whatever does live, I was reminded by Dan, 
“will have a lot of available carbon." 

So just try not to be so attached to the 
beautiful world we know now. 

And then there are the humans. I have to 
say some days I’m rooting for us but other 
days I feel this foolish species has caused 


trouble. Spose it’ll be determined by if 
we can wake up and adapt or not. Humans 
sure are fascinating and creative. What other 
creature has come up with tapestries, 
orchestras, ipods? Thousands of unique 
languages. Cathedrals, plastic, poetry? What 
would it all mean without us? 

And what does a human do with the] 
precious day in these times? Enjoy it? Try like 
hell to save wild places? Awaken the I 
Brethren? Grow gardens 9 Carry on like we 
don’t see? 

Seems to me it would help if we would wake 
up and protect the diverse life on earth and 
that which sustains it. Stop using anti-bacterial 
soap for goodness sake and all those toxic 
chemicals in our “products." Simplify. Slow 
down Walk Reconnect with the earth, with 
food, with community Wash with water 
Detach from stuff Sing The adaptation 
required is profound People lived for a long 
time without all the toys that surround modern 
Americans Make decisions in light of the 
whole, and listen to your heart. Care and 
Share. We children of the changing times, surf 
the waves of change with beauty. Adapt. Can 
we tip human consciousness? 
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Compiled by PB Floyd 


If you want to talk about real hope and **- 


' Lichen Spiritual Archives ■ Chicago, 


change, check out the growing decentralized They have a lending library, zine distro and 

^ —I - _ X i! r * • . r<< n kit _ 


| 0 Deerin K 1 \ 

i.e. squat with a rehearsal/training space for 
various classes: trapeze, acrobatics, capoeira, 
African dance, screenprinting, wood-block 
printing, etc. 30 people live there and they 
host performances: circus, punk, traditional 
theatre, hip-hop, etc. Visit at Yungay 1772, 
Valparaiso, Chile, tiaocasa.blogspot.com 
Kulturhuset Underjorden/SPATT - 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
A social center that hosts shows, do-it-yourself 
activities and an infoshop. (Mail: Box 30, 
40120 Gothenburg, Sweden.) www.spatt.info 
CSA La Torre - Rome Italy 
A squatted radical community center. Visit at: 
via Bertero 13 Roma, Italy, 
www.inventati.org/latorre/ 

Katipo Books - 

Christchurch/Otautahi, New Zealand 

They are a worker coop publishing group with 
a bookstore 15 Winchfield Street, Aranui, 
Christchurch, New Zealand 8061 
www.katipo.net.nz (mailing: PO Box 377, 
Christchurch Mail Centre Christchurch 8140) 
India Dack Bookcafe - Lund, 

Sweden 

A coffee shop/book exchange. Stora Algatan 
3, 224 51 Lund, Sweden www.indiadack.net, 
idc@indiadack.net 

Smalands Nation - Lund, Sweden 

A student community center. Kastanjegatan 7. 
223 59 Lund, Sweden, 046-12 06 80, 
www.smalands.org 

Brian MacKenzie Center closes after 
9 years 

We are saddened to learn of the demise of the 
BMC infoshop Keeping a volunteer collective 
together over a span of years requires 
constantly renewing the core group with new 
members. This is a challenge every similar 
project faces — we still have a lot to learn 
3bout solving this problem as a typically 
youthful scene. They are seeking donations to 
help them pay off debts. Check out: 
www.dcinfoshop.org. Until a planned radical 
library project gets going, Ryan suggests 
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f l Rest In Peace 

i • Broad Vocabulary, a long-standing 
S feminist bookstore in Milwaukee, Wl. closed at 
,a p- the end of 2008 They say that perhaps a co- 
1 op will re-open the store at a new location 
x • We heard that Crow's Place in Brooklyn, - 
NY no longer exists. > 

• Someone told us the GLBT Center in hi , 

- se Mishawaka, IN no longer exists. ~ 

*>« • It looks like Feed Your Head books in c i 

, Salem, MA is gone 

• We heard that the Pitchpipe Infoshop in 

Tacoma, WA closed. u 

• We got a letter saying that Southmore ic 
House in Houston no longer exists. 

• Someone tried to visit the Tallahassee 
Infoshop at 825 Railroad — it wasn’t at that 
address anymore Not sure if it moved or 

' expired. 

• We got packages returned from the 
following places — if you know whether they 
moved or died, let us know 

* Sweet Bee Infoshop at 513 E St Des 
( Moines, IA 50309 

* Rocktown Infoshop 85 E Elizabeth St 
Harrisonburg. VA 22802 

* Sin Reading Room 918 Ward St. 
Nashville, TN 37207 

* Rosetta News Collective 212 W 
a i Freeman Carbondale, II 62901 

j-f Bike Collective Network 

For an impressive listing of community bike 
shops that encourage a do-it-yourself 
relationship with your bike on a non-profit, low- 
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cost, sometimes volunteer-run, 
out www.bikecollectives.org. 


basis, check 
Many have 


ibur* 


classes, space where you can work on your < 
bike, and recycled parts. At the moment, 
Slingshot has been listing some of these m 
spaces in our organizer and our radical contact - 
list when they ask us to or when that is the 
^ only alternative group that has a physical 
; H space in a particular town. Let us know if you " 
~ think we should include the entire list in our - 
contact list. 
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iney are a worKer coop puDiisning group witn 
a bookstore 15 Winchfield Street, Aranui, 
Christchurch, New Zealand 8061 
www.katipo.net.nz (mailing: PO Box 377, 
Christchurch Mail Centre Christchurch 8140) 
India Dack Bookcafe - Lund, 

Sweden 

A coffee shop/book exchange. Stora Algatan ^ 
3, 224 51 Lund. Sweden www.indiadack.net, 
idc@indiadack.net 

Smalands Nation - Lund, Sweden 

A student community center. Kastanjegatan 7. 
223 59 Lund, Sweden, 046-12 06 80, 
www smalands.org 


• We got packages returned from the j 
following places — if you know whether they l 
moved or died, let us know: 

* Sweet Bee Infoshop at 513 E St Des 
Moines, IA 50309 

* Rocktown Infoshop 85 E Elizabeth St 0 

Harrisonburg. VA 22802 i': 

* Sin Reading Room 918 Ward St, [ 
' Nashville, TN 37207 
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A * Rosetta News Collective 212 W 
Freeman Carbondale, IL 62901 
Bike Collective Network * 

For an impressive listing of community bike 
shops that encourage a do-it-yourself ■> 


Brian MacKenzie Center closes after relationship with your bike on a non-profit, low- 


Compiled by PB Floyd 

If you want to talk about real hope and 
change, check out the growing decentralized 
network of anti-profit community spaces 
around the world. Just since we printed the 
2009 organizer, we’ve heard about a whole 
bunch of new spaces. Each of these spaces is 
the culmination of community, engagement, 
and a vision of a different way for people to 
relate to each other — pursuing cooperation 
and mutual aid, not just profit. Let us know if 
you have suggestions of other spaces and 


Lichen Spiritual Archives - Chicago, 

They have a lending library, zine distro and 
archive, wireless internet and radical 
community space for hosting meetings and 
workshops. They currently have weekly meals 
Sunday and Monday and free food pick up at 
other times. They have Spanish as a second 
language, a study group and 
radical mental health 


9 years 

We are saddened to learn of the demise of the 
BMC infoshop Keeping a volunteer collective 
together over a span of years requires -ii 
constantly renewing the core group with new 
members. This is a challenge every similar 
project faces — we still have a lot to learn 
3bout solving this problem as a typically - 
youthful scene. They are seeking donations to > 


bur* 


cost, sometimes volunteer-run, basis, check 
out www.bikecollectives.org. Many have y 
classes, space where you can work on your "*< 
bike, and recycled parts. At the moment, 
Slingshot has been listing some of these m 
spaces in our organizer and our radical contact - 
list when they ask us to or when that is the 
only alternative group that has a physical 
space in a particular town. Let us know if you " 


help them pay off debts. Check out: £ we s ^ ou ^ ' nc * uc ^ e en *' re list ' n our ■ 

www.dcinfoshop.org. Until a planned radical - • contact list - 


accountability. Open Fri- Sun 11-7, Mon 6-10 
and Tues 11— 7. 1921 S Blue Island, Chicago 


library project gets going, Ryan suggests Herre,d 
visiting some of these spots if you’re in DC: 

• The People’s Media Center * an 
Independent media lab and event space for 
workshops, punk shows and all sorts of radical 
activist stuff, 4132 Georgia Ave NW, 
meetings on t Washington DC, 20011 www.dcspeakout.com 
and police v • Sankofa books and cafe - a radical and 


check-out updates to our radical contact list (mailing address PO BOX 08378, Chicago, IL 


on-line at slingshot.tao.ca. 

SubRosa Infoshop - Santa Cruz, CA 

Folks have opened an all-volunteer, 
collectively operated community space for art 
and radical projects next to the bike church in 
Santa Cruz. It features a lending library, zine * 
and book shop, cafe with cheap coffee, art 
gallery, gardens and performance space. 
They transformed their parking lot into a' 
garden courtyard with seating. The space 
hosts monthly art shows, Free Skool classes 
and a weekly Open Mic on Thursdays at 8pm. 
Open 8 a m. to 8 p.m. M-F and 10 - 8 Sat/Sun. 
703 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 831- 
426-5242, subrosaproject.org 
Treasure Citv Thrift - Austin TX i 


'j 60608.) pilsenradicalspace@riseup.net 

George Street Co-op - 
Brunswick, NJ 

They are a vegetarian natural food co-op with 
small free literature section. They saw the 
cover art on the 2009 organizer and thought it 
was funny because they have a carrot on the 
front of their store and are across the street 01 
from a library, just like the food coop in the 
drawing. Open 10-8 Mon-Fri, 8-7 Sat and 10-6 A ^| ojr 
Sun. 89 Morris Street New Brunswick NJ 
08901 732.247.8280 

Mississippi Market - St. Paul, MN 

A food co-op with two locations that you can 
check out: 1810 Randolph Ave. Saint Paul, 


black liberation book and video store with a 
coffee shop and cafe attached. 2714 Georgia 
Avenue NW Washington, DC 202-234-4755 
• Emergence - a community center that does 
New a lot °f theater type stuff, dance classes, 
herbal and other health workshops, arts and 
film screenings. Less of a drop-in space and 
more of a specific event space. 733 Euclid St. 
NW Washington, DC 20001 (202) 462-2285 
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Earth First 1 has been organizing 
| country road show that is slated to hit the road I 
| in February. The road show will be traveling I 
| with a variety of topics, skills and resources, I 
| including (but not limited to): forming affinity I 
| groups and planning direct action, blockading, I 
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I the culmination of community, engagement, 
ar| d a vision of a different way for people to 
relate to each other — pursuing cooperation 
and mutual aid, not just profit. Let us know if 
you have suggestions of other spaces and 
check-out updates to our radical contact list 
on-line at slingshot.tao.ca. 

SubRosa Infoshop - Santa Cruz, CA 

. Folks have opened an all-volunteer, 
collectively operated community space for art 
and radical projects next to the bike church in 
Santa Cruz. It features a lending library, zine 
and book shop, cafe with cheap coffee, art 
gallery, gardens and performance space. 

. They transformed their parking lot into a 
garden courtyard with seating. The space 
hosts monthly art shows, Free Skool classes 
and a weekly Open Mic on Thursdays at 8pm. 
Open 8 a m. to 8 p.m. M-F and 10 - 8 Sat/Sun. 
703 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 831- 
426-5242, subrosaproject.org 

Treasure City Thrift ■ Austin, TX 

They are a volunteer/collectively run extra¬ 
cheap, anti-capitalist thrift store, infoshop, free 
store and reuse center They direct money to 
a long and exciting list of grassroots 
organizations. They also host a community 
bike shop and various experiments in 
alternative economics. Open Mon- Sat, 11-6. 
Visit them at 1720 E 12th St. Austin, TX 78702 
(512)524-2820 www.treasurecitythrift.org 
The Real School (A.K.A. Dragon 
Valley) • Houston, TX 
A school run by a collective of anarchists and 
other de-schoolers. 1525 East 32nd 1/2 St, 
Houston Texas 77022 832-767-0404 

www.therealschoolhouston.org 
Blast-O-Mat - Denver, CO 
They are a collective show space, art gallery, 
and record store that hosts sliding scale shows 
and other events. Check them out at 2935 W 
7th Ave Denver, CO 80204 (831 )-331-1272 
Biko Co-op - Isla Vista, CA 
An activist house with some free literature. 
6612 Sueno Road, Isla Vista, CA 93117 858- 
722-8768 


other times. They have Spanish as a second 
language, a study group and meetings on t 
radical mental health and police £ 
accountability Open Fri- Sun 11-7, Mon 6-10 
p and Tues 11-7. 1921 S Blue Island, Chicago 
(mailing address PO BOX 08378, Chicago, IL, 

) 60608.) pilsenradicalspace@riseup.net 

George Street Co-op • New Jr a lot of theater type stuff, dance classes, 

herbal and other health workshops, arts and 
film screenings. Less of a drop-in space and 
small free literature section They saw the J more of a specific event space. 733 Euclid St. 
cover art on the 2009 organizer and thought it ° y NW Washin 9 ton ' DC 20001 (202)462-2285 
was funny because they have a carrot on the gh— [* Jcheue 3 ]^ ^ 

front of their store and are across the street 
from a library, just like the food coop in the 


activist stuff. 4132 Georgia Ave NW, 
Washington DC, 20011 www.dcspeakout.com 

• Sankofa books and cafe - a radical and -5 

black liberation book and video store with a 
coffee shop and cafe attached. 2714 Georgia - 
Avenue NW Washington, DC 202-234-4755 >1 

• Emergence - a community center that does 


Brunswick, NJ 

They are a vegetarian natural food co-op with 


drawing. Open 10-8 Mon-Fri, 8-7 Sat and 10-6 
Sun 89 Morris Street New Brunswick NJ 
08901 732.247.8280 

Mississippi Market - St. Paul, MN 

A food co-op with two locations that you can 
check out: 1810 Randolph Ave. Saint Paul, 
MN 55105 651-690-0507 and 622 Selby Ave’ 
Saint Paul, MN 55104 

T Peace Action and Education Center 
! of Eastern Iowa - Iowa City, IA 

They have meeting, office and event space for 
• P eace groups. 26 E. Market Street, Iowa City, 

' IA 52245 319 354-1925 peaceiowa.org 

Birdhouse Collective - Buffalo, NY 

A house that hosts shows and do-it-yourself 
■ activities. No regular hours. 92 Bird St 
Buffalo, NY 14202 716-884-2797 




Earth First 1 has been organizing a cross- 
| country road show that is slated to hit the road 
| in February. The road show will be traveling 
| with a variety of topics, skills and resources 


Mistakes in the 2009 organizer 

• The Fargo-Moorhead Community Bicycle 
Workshop in Fargo, ND recent moved. Their 
new address is 1418 1st Ave N #1 Fargo, ND 
581 02, 701-478-4021, 


| including (but not limited to): forming affinity 
| groups and planning direct action, blockading, 
| climbing and occupations, bioregional news 
| from campaigns and projects around the 
| country, tools for challenging oppression, up- 
| to-date news on resisting the Greenscare, 
| independent and corporate media work, 
| community organizing strategies and more 
| For more info on setting up shows or if you 
| want to share your thoughts and insights, visit 
| http.;/earthfirstroadshow wordpress.com/ or 
| earthfirstroadshow@gmail.com 
| Tentative Schedule 
t | Phoenix/Flagstaff/Prescott, AZ 2/24 
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ReBelle - Lexington, KY j info@fmbikeworkshop.org -j j Austin/San Antonio, TX 3/3 

r A boutique store with some eco products, etc. ' * The 0KC Infoshop is at 29 (not 33) NE i | New Orleans, LA 3/10 

*371 S. Limestone St. Lexington, KY 40508 27th St. in Oklahoma City, OK 73105. rj Gainesville, FL 3/17 

859-389-9750 www.ReBelleGirls.com i * In O yr Hearts Infoshop in Brooklyn L | Athens/Atlanta, GA 3/24 

Gulf of Maine Books - Brunswick, = ' s now ca ^ ec * t0e 122 Space. Same l | Appalachia/Blue Ridge area 3/31 
Maine ' address. F]| MaineA/ermont4/14 

They are a 30 year old independent alternative r ’ ? artacu l Books in Vancouver , BC, h| NYC/Hudson Valley 4/27 
bookstore. 134 Maine Street Brunswick ^ anada ' s on the 9 round floor, not the second :( s| Michigan/Indiana/Ohio 5/5 
( Maine 04011 00r street address listed is otherwise — | Wisconsin/Minnesota 5/12 

Which stands'for 2 * 11 looks like we mis-spelled the name of ! j Colorado/Utah/Tetons 6/2 

TTJ<% T ? b . ajador ° s lnde pendientes 4 the city in the Philippines in which Sadee's -1 Bay Area 6/9 

• taS ' Ki “ en ,S ta,ed - " ,S 0a,a °' n0 ' ' Darae ' ~ 

Hidden I 1 — uL uregoTyV se ' f as printed in the organizer I Olympia/Seattle/Bellingham 6/23 
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' Lichen Spiritual Archives ■ Chicaao 
IL 

Th ey have a lending library, zine distro and 
8 archive, wireless internet and radical 
: immun i ty space for. hosting meetings and! 

workshops. They currently have weekly meals 
- Sunday and Monday and free food pick up at: 
other times. They have Spanish as a second 
language, a study group and meetings on t 
radical mental health end police > 
accountability Open Fri- Sun 11-7, Mon 6-10 
p and Tues 11-7. 1921 S Blue Island, Chicago 
(mailing address PO BOX 08378, Chicago, IL, 

) 60608.) pilsenradicalspace@riseup.net 
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9 years 

We are saddened to learn of the demise of the 
BMC infoshop Keeping a volunteer collective 
together over a span of years requires 
constantly renewing the core group with new 
members This is a challenge every similar ibur, 
project faces — we still have a lot to learn 
about solving this problem as a typically 4^ 
youthful scene. They are seeking donations to I Ze 
help them pay off debts. Check out: ? 
www.dcinfoshop.org. Until a planned radical - • 
library project gets going, Ryan suggests Horreid 
visiting some of these spots if you're in DC: 

• The People’s Media Center - an 
Independent media lab and event space for 
workshops, punk shows and all sorts of radical 
activist stuff. 4132 Georgia Ave NW, 
Washington DC, 20011 www.dcspeakout.com 

• Sankofa books and cafe - a radical and 
black liberation book and video store with a 
coffee shop and cafe attached. 2714 Georgia 
Avenue NW Washington, DC 202-2344755 

Emergence - a community center that does <£ 
lot of theater type stuff, dance classes 


cost, sometimes volunteer-run, basis, check J 
out www.bikecollectives.org. Many have y 
classes, space where you can work on your 
bike, and recycled parts. At the moment, 
Slingshot has been listing some of these M 
spaces in our organizer and our radical contact - 
list when they ask us to or when that is the 
only alternative group that has a physical M 
space in a particular town. Let us know if you " 
think we should include the entire list in our - 
contact list. 
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They are a vegetarian natural food co-op with 
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herbal and other health workshops, arts and 
film screenings. Less of a drop-in space and 

733 Euclid St. 
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cover art on the 2009 organizer and thought it ^ 
was funny because they have a carrot on the \ 
front of their store and are across the street ^ 
from a library, just like the food coop in the 
drawing. Open 10-8 Mon-Fri, 8-7 Sat and 10-6 " 
Sun. 89 Morris Street New Brunswick, NJ 


extra- 
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08901 732.247.8280 

Mississippi Market - St. Paul, MN 

A food co-op with two locations that you can 
check out: 1810 Randolph Ave. Saint Paul, 
MN 55105 651-690-0507 and 622 Selby Ave. 
Saint Paul, MN 55104 

to k Peace Action and Education Center 

ssroots « of Eastem Iowa - Iowa City, IA 

They have meeting, office and event space for 
• Peace groups. 26 E. Market Street, Iowa City, 
: IA 52245 319 354-1925 peaceiowa.org 
Birdhouse Collective - Buffalo, NY 
A house that hosts shows and do-it-yourself 
■activities. No regular hours. 92 Bird St 
Buffalo, NY 14202 716-884-2797 
ReBelle - Lexington, KY 
■ A boutique store with some eco products, etc. 
‘371 S. Limestone St. Lexington, KY 40508 
859-389-9750 www.ReBelleGirls.com 
Gulf of Maine Books - Brunswick, 
Maine 
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Mistakes in the 2009 organizer 


| Earth First 1 has been organizing a cross- 
| country road show that is slated to hit the road 
| in February. The road show will be traveling 
| with a variety of topics, skills and resources, 
| including (but not limited to): forming affinity 
| groups and planning direct action, blockading, 
| climbing and occupations, bioregional news 
| from campaigns and projects around the 
| country, tools for challenging oppression, up- 
| to-date news on resisting the Greenscare, 
| independent and corporate media work, 
| community organizing strategies and more 
For more info on setting up shows or if you 
| want to share your thoughts and insights, visit 
| http.//earthfirstroadshow wordpress.com/ or 
| earthfirstroadshow@gmail.com 
| Tentative Schedule 
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The Fargo-Moorhead Community Bicycle 
Workshop in Fargo, ND recent moved. Their 
new address is 1418 1st Ave N #1 Fargo, ND 
58102, 701-4784021, t | Phoenix/Flagstaff/Prescott, AZ 2/24 

info@fmbikeworkshop.org “i | Austin/San Antonio, TX 3/3 

• The OKC Infoshop is at 29 (not 33) NE i. | New Orleans, LA 3/10 

27th St. in Oklahoma City, OK 73105. rj | Gainesville, FL 3/17 

• The In Our Hearts Infoshop in Brooklyn i | Athens/Atlanta, GA 3/24 

NY is now called the 123 Space. Same I | Appalachia/Blue Ridge area 3/31 
address. A| Maine/Vermont4/14 

Spartacus Books in Vancouver, BC, n| NYC/Hudson Valley 4/27 


eK Thpv arp a ^n wear yyiH » .. o M ai iduus> duoks in Vancouver, BC, ni -NYUHuason valley 4/2/ 

jm w bookstore 134 Mainp cfrppt a ema . lve ~ Canada is on the ground floor, not the second y;| Michigan/Indiana/Ohio 5/5 

’35 W Dookstore. 134 Maine Street. Brunswick, flonr T hP .trppt aHHr a cc i^a . 


Sfwoil Mree '' 8m " S " Ck ' " 00, The street address listed is olherwise Wisconsin/Minnesota5/12 

-V«,-run W I • correct | Great Plains 5/19 

1 w\/h h / ’4 \ 3 P ara,so, Chile • it looks like we mis-spelled the name of ‘’I Colorado/Utah/Tetons 6/2 

rature. Which stands for Trabajadores Independientes ^ the city in the Philippines in which Sadee’s — | Bay Area 6/9 

1 858 " -u? A ? 6S / u ICI ° S ( |nde P endent Art and Trade \ Kitchen is located — it is Davao, not “Davae ,; -1 Humboldt/Ashland 6/16 

or ers). It is a casa okupa (occupied house) • as printed In the organjzer £ | Olympia/Seattle/Bellingham 6/23 
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I once had a friend joke with me about how I 
get through my bicycle commute without an 
mp3 player. I replied, “I don't know - there's all 
this NATURE around me, so I listen to it and I 
see people running with their dogs, and I listen 
to them; by the time I get home and realize I 
was too busy listening to nature and I think, 
OH SHIT -1 forgot to buy myself an iPod!” The 
comment, of course, wasn't entirely in jest but 
it certainly gets the point across that a person's 
needs for commuting have shifted from 
observing nature to one that controls variables 
such as sound. Growing up, my father insisted 
on going on a Sunday drive each week, 
despite the grumbles of my sister and me. At 
the time it was a silly tradition to me. riding 
along the northern Californian coastline that 
was our home; I wasn't really thrilled at nature 
then because I was constantly surrounded by 
it 

Four years ago I awoke at 4am in the 
morning to go shopping with my mother the 
day after Thanksgiving, to partake in the 
activities of what we have come to know as 
Black Friday, where department stores and 
malls sell merchandise for discounted prices. 
My incentive'? To obtain a Mickey Mouse mini 
snowglobe that was a free gift to a department 
store's first 200 shoppers. All of my holiday 
happiness was encased in a water and 
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Meanwhile, over in Palm Desert, CA - 2 
men drew loaded guns in a Toys 'R' Us, 
chased each other around the store until both 
shot ahd killed each other. Although the topic 
of the dispute is unknown, why did the men 
involved feel the need to bring out lethal 
weapons on each other? I once viewed a 
fistfight break out at a local mall the day before 
Christmas. Two men stared each other down 
before sucker-punching each other, Victoria's 
Secret giftbags in hand. A real show of 
machismo. It's no lie to say that the holidays 
can bring out the worst in people - the need to 
fulfill a person's materialistic desires 
overpowers the “spirit” of giving and being in 
each other's company. Ever since I spent a 
summer sleeping on friend's floors, 
materialism and the consciousness (or lack 
thereof) of the capitalist consumer has troubled 
me. Having lived with only two pairs of pants, 
shirts, socks, and underwear appealed to me 
in a way that made me feel free, and caused 
me to wonder why people want to dilute the 
grandness and beauty of life with more stuff 
they most likely will dispose of in a year or two 
anyway? How is a piece of plastic and wiring 
that regurgitates music supposed to define you 
as an individual more than the life experiences 
gained through exploring nature, or your own 
neighborhood'? 

At what point do people get caught in the 
frenzy of buying things and take another life in 
the name of shopping at discount prices for 


demonic “holiday spirit” of shopping that 
warrants mauling of working people and 
corporatization of holidays'? Since when are 
news anchors obligated to give people with 
money strategies for buying new shit they don't 
need for the holidays? "Wait on the children's 

toys, but buy electronics now.” Why can't we 
MAKE the children's toys and your own 
electronics? Consumerism isn't reasonable on 
a local or global scale, and doesn't appeal to a 
great majority of us living a lifestyle that’s 
alternative to mainstream. We have observed 
that consumers in search of material pleasure 
are a main source of waste and wastefulness 
in human society. If a person eats fast food 
day after day he or she will yield more waste 
than a person who grows his or her own food. 

Prioritizing material goods over humans' 
well-being is what leads us into fighting tooth 
and nail for a last doll on a shelf, for the last 
boombox in the department store. Is the life of 
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heard over all the ruckus. At least that was my 
impression of it There are certainly exceptions 
to this generality but they can be hard to find if 
you're not looking in the right places. As badly 
as I wanted to be watching television instead 
of going on another boring Sunday drive, there 
was some solace in interacting with my family 
without the interference of electronics, and 
exploring the eventual beach or trail we ended 
up at. It makes me wonder what experiences 
others have had to make their pursuit for 
things more irrational. It makes me wonder 
how wishing for things transforms into an 
undying greed for material wealth to quench 
one's insatiable thirst for more updated 
possessions It makes me wonder what 
experiences a person has that can lead up to 
trampling another's body without a thought for 
his or her well-being, or deciding to have a 
shootout in a toy store. 




one Wal-Mart employee commensurate to the 
monetary value of the goods sought after when 
shoppers trampled him? The false definition of 
life through possessions has, coincidentally, 
possessed a lot of people. Whether they are 
attached to a cell phone, laptop computer, or 
those annoying mp3 listening devices, a 
message has been sent to each consumer that 
one is allowed to ignore nature and life as long 
as is convenient for him or her. Once I moved 
away from the nature and the trees and the 
sounds of animals in pursuit of a college 
education I was abruptly awakened to the 
sounds of the Bay Area: constant police and 
ambulance sirens, cars honking, and above 


In the small towns I grew up in, the holiday 
shopping mayhem was never experienced 
unless we went out of the way to view it and 
become participants. From this perspective, it 
is both enraging and saddening to know that 
there exist people, shoppers, out there who act 
ridiculously in the name of holiday gift-giving. 
Regarding gift-giving, it is more important to 
create rather than to buy because creating 
does not encourage material pleasure, but 
rather a pleasure derived from putting effort 
and time and thought into something for 
another person. 
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I once had a friend joke with me about how 1 
get through my bicycle commute without an 
mp3 player. I replied, “I don't know - there's all 
this NATURE around me, so I listen to it and I 
see people running with their dogs, and I listen 
to them; by the time I get home and realize I 
was too busy listening to nature and I think, 
OH SHIT -1 forgot to buy myself an iPod!" The 
comment, of course, wasn't entirely in jest but 
it certainly gets the point across that a person's 
needs for commuting have shifted from 
observing nature to one that controls variables 
such as sound. Growing up, my father insisted 
on going on a Sunday drive each week, 
despite the grumbles of my sister and me. At 
the time it was a silly tradition to me, riding 
along the northern Californian coastline that 
was our home; I wasn't really thrilled at nature 
then because I was constantly surrounded by 


it. 


Four years ago I awoke at 4am in the 
morning to go shopping with my mother the 
day after Thanksgiving, to partake in the 
activities of what we have come to know as 
Black Friday, where department stores and 
malls sell merchandise for discounted prices. 
My incentive’’ To obtain a Mickey Mouse mini 
snowglobe that was a free gift to a department 
store’s first 200 shoppers. All of my holiday 
happiness was encased in a water and 
confetti-filled plastic piece of junk. I don't even 
know where that thing is now - either in the 
cobwebby depths of my parent's garage or in a 
landfill far away Or burning in China, along 
with the loads of other unrecyclable plastics 
shipped from America each year. Either way I 
can be assured that it isn't enjoying a new 
home, I know for a fact that such trinkets as 
this that don't have long shelf lives, will not 
have long lives as being useful items in a 
household. Four years ago, I wanted what was 
impractical because my needs were met (or so 
I thought) in the pocketbooks of others and 
insured by working long enough hours at a 
decent wage. Four years ago, I wanted a life 
that was outside of my means for 
sustainability, one where I appeared well off 
even though I had not a minute for my own 
endeavors. Four years ago, I was consumed 
by consumerism 

Now that I've given up purchasing new 
items and adopted a more sustainable lifestyle, 


chased each other around the store until both 
shot ahd killed each other. Although the topic, 
of the dispute is unknown, why did the men 
involved feel the need to bring out lethal 
weapons on each other? I once viewed a 
fistfight break out at a local mall the day before 
Christmas. Two men stared each other down 
before sucker-punching each other, Victoria's 
Secret giftbags in hand A real show of 
machismo. It's no lie to say that the holidays 
can bring out the worst in people - the need to 
fulfill a person's materialistic desires 
overpowers the “spirit” of giving and being in 
each other's company. Ever since I spent a 
summer sleeping on friend's floors, 
materialism and the consciousness (or lack 
thereof) of the capitalist consumer has troubled 
me Having lived with only two pairs of pants, 
shirts, socks, and underwear appealed to me 
in a way that made me feel free, and caused 
me to wonder why people want to dilute the 
grandness and beauty of life with more stuff 
they most likely will dispose of in a year or two 
anyway? How is a piece of plastic and wiring 
that regurgitates music supposed to define you 
as an individual more than the life experiences 
gained through exploring nature, or your own 
neighborhood? 

At what point do people get caught in the 
frenzy of buying things and take another life in 
the name of shopping at discount prices for 
one day? To become so possessed by the 


well-being is what leads us into fighting tooth 
and nail for a last doll on a shelf, for the last 
boombox in the department store. Is the life of 


trampling another's body without a thought for 
his or her well-being, or deciding to have a 
shootout in a toy store. 






one Wal-Mart employee commensurate to the 
monetary value of the goods sought after when 
shoppers trampled him? The false definition of 
life through possessions has, coincidentally, 
possessed a lot of people. Whether they are 
attached to a cell phone, laptop computer, or 
those annoying mp3 listening devices, a 
message has been sent to each consumer that 
one is allowed to ignore nature and life as long 
as is convenient for him or her. Once I moved 
away from the nature and the trees and the 
sounds of animals in pursuit of a college 
education I was abruptly awakened to the 
sounds of the Bay Area: constant police and 
ambulance sirens, cars honking, and above 
everything else, people talking loud to be 


In the small towns I grew up in, the holiday 
shopping mayhem was never experienced 
unless we went out of the way to view it and 
become participants. From this perspective, it 
is both enraging and saddening to know that 
there exist people, shoppers, out there who act 
ridiculously in the name of holiday gift-giving. 
Regarding gift-giving, it is more important to 
create rather than to buy because creating 
does not encourage material pleasure, but 
rather a pleasure derived from putting effort 
and time and thought into something for 
another person. 
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It is impressive and horrifying to see what 
S happens when the mainstream media starts 
Scaring about Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and 
3 Transgender (GLBT) issues. Because of the 
SI mainstream media, most Americans are now 
SI at least vaguely familiar with Proposition 8, the 
Si California ballot measure passed in November. 
S| which outlawed same-sex marriage Its 
E| passage led to the staging of protests across 
IS. the nation, including in states like Missouri, 
E. which had been notoriously resistant to 



which is more or less at the vanguard for 
keeping tabs on hate crime in America and 
spreading the word about it. If someone is the 
victim of a hate crime, you can bet that the 
AVP has something to say about it Another 
organization that I admire is Soulforce, which 
seeks to free GLBT people from religious and 
political oppression via non-violent resistance. 
Soulforce has always interested me because it 
is one of the few major GLBT organizations 
that is visibly committed to non-violence; other 
groups might be implicitly non-violent, but 
those involved with Soulforce make a 
conscious (and vocal) effort to do so 

inriiuiHnaiiv we can heain in our local 









comem-Tiuea piasuc piece or jun*. i aon i even 
know where that thing is now - either in the 
cobwebby depths of my parent's garage or in a 
landfill far away. Or burning in China, along 
with the loads of other unrecyclable plastics 
shipped from America each year. Either way I 
can be assured that it isn't enjoying a new 
home, I know for a fact that such trinkets as 
this that don't have long shelf lives, will not 
have long lives as being useful items in a 
household. Four years ago, I wanted what was 
impractical because my needs were met (or so 
I thought) in the pocketbooks of others and 
insured by working long enough hours at a 
decent wage. Four years ago, I wanted a life 
that was outside of my means for 
sustainability, one where I appeared well off 
even though I had not a minute for my own 
endeavors. Four years ago, I was consumed 
by consumerism. 

Now that I've given up purchasing new 
items and adopted a more sustainable lifestyle, 

I see the superflousness in shopping and 
providing “stocking stuffer” trinkets and all the 
other obligatory motions of showing how much 
you care for someone else by buying them 
crap Being a high school teacher I see more 
and more the sedation of the human species 
via electronics; nearly every student requires 
his or her own mp3 listening device at the 
ready during study hall. It is an attachment of 
themselves, it is what defines them as an 
individual. After viewing several outbursts that 
result from the electronic device's 
confiscation, I'm not sure what some of these 
students would be more upset by: removal of 
an arm or the removal of an iPod It has 
become a prerequisite to function in this 
society by tuning into your own music and 
tuning out the real world. * 

Last year after Thanksgiving I reacted to the 
death of Black Friday worker Jdimytai Damour 
with disgust at the human greed for things 
people don't need to stay alive, and contempt 
for the current human condition of consuming. 
The 34 year-old Wal-Mart employee was 
trampled to death at 5am by a “throng of unruly 
shoppers’ 1 who broke the hinges of the doors 
of the Long Island store. Even as police and 
coworkers tried to revive Damour, they too 
were being stepped on and climbed over by 
yet more avid shoppers 
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It is impressive and horrifying to see what 
2 happens when the mainstream media starts 
Scaring about Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual and 
2 Transgender (GLBT) issues. Because of the 
S mainstream media, most Americans are now 
at least vaguely familiar with Proposition 8, the 
El California ballot measure passed in November. 
Sj which outlawed same-sex marriage • Its 
E| passage led to the staging of protests across J 
S| the nation, including in states like Missouri,Jf 
™ which had been notoriously resistant toj 
enacting any pro-GLBT legislation, andj 
'Arkansas, which in its successful attempt to. 

I prohibit gay couples from adopting, also 1 * 
prohibited any unmarried couples from* 
adopting. ■ 

On the other hand, because of the • 
mainstream media, those who are familiar with ■ 
El Proposition 8 now think that marriage equality , 
S| is the only thing that GLBT people care about. 

=, Case in point: a recent article in the New York 
Z Times on the subject of talking about difficult 
= topics contained an anecdote from a lesbian 
Z who had a stranger approach her on a train 
S and apologize for the passing of Proposition 8. 

5 I know that I would not be pleased if I had a 
= similar experience because, surprisingly 
= although ) am an out lesbian, marriage rights 
Z are not at the top of my list of concerns. 

What I am concerned about is the fact that 



tt 


it 

Mr 


a 

r-lr 


am 

{pt* 

Hit- 

*%z% 


many gay rights activists have repeatedly 


S J noted that hate crime increased significantly 
E' last year Plenty of people protested 
51. Proposition 8 but such public outcry was 
■ I noticeably absent last summer when Duanna 
£ | Johnson, a transgender woman, was beaten 
2 by police in Tennessee or in December when a 
Z man in Brooklyn named Jose Sucuzhanay was 
2 killed for being presumed gay -- he had been 
E walking down the street arm-in-arm with his 
Z brother 
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Instead of placing so much focus on 
marriage equality, shouldn’t we instead 
concentrate on eliminating hate crimes and 
increasing workplace rights? Shouldn’t we 
nave the right to exist and not be harmed 
before we are granted the privilege to be 
lawfully wedded? One of the better known 
perks of getting married is better access to 
health care, but if you’re dependent on your 
partner’s plan and they are fired simply 
because they are gay or transgender, then 
you're both out of luck. In some states, a 
couple can get married, but they cannot walk 
down the street without being harassed. 

As the government’s attempts to address 
these issues have been rather laughable, we 
must take matters into our own hands, as 
usual. One organization working diligently to 
curb the violence experienced by GLBT people 
is the New York City Anti-Violence Project, 


which is more or less at the vanguard for 
keeping tabs on hate crime in America and 
spreading the word about it. If someone is the 
victim of a hate crime, you can bet that the 
AVP has something to say about it. Another 
organization that I admire is Soulforce, which 
seeks to free GLBT people from religious and 
political oppression via non-violent resistance. 
Soulforce has always interested me because it 
is one of the few major GLBT organizations 
that is visibly committed to non-violence, other 
groups might be implicitly non-violent, but 
those involved with Soulforce make a 
conscious (and vocal) effort to do so. 

Individually, we can begin in our local 
communities and demand to know why we are 
not protected in the non-discrimination policies 
of our schools and our places of employment. 
My university, for example, does not include 
sexual orientation or gender identity as a 
protected category in its official non¬ 
discrimination policy, and I’m not certain if I m 
more embarrassed because this is so or 
because no one in the community has yet to 
change this Up to this point I have helped to 
i organize a GLBT activist group on campus 
whose first priority is changing our school’s 
non-discrimination policy. My friends and I 
decided to form this group because we were 
dissatisfied with our university’s existing GLBT 
organization, which at the moment is more of a 
social club for anyone gay on campus rather a 
group working for students’ rights. In addition 
to getting sexual orientation and gender 
identity added to our school’s non¬ 

discrimination policy, we hope one day to 
instate a GLBT resource center on campus to 
serve the needs of my campus’ sizable gay 
population and also to complement our 
women’s resource center. It is my hope we can 
serve as an example to others who are angry 
or frustrated and want change. After ail, getting 
married is nice, but things like knowing that my 
school can’t and won’t discriminate against me 
just for being a dyke are even better 
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looks like, we run the risk of falling into the 
same trap. 

If everyone in the world decided to become 
like-minded in regard to revolution, or pacifism, 
or anarchy, or whatever else is held up as ‘the 
way’, but the quality of their relationships and 
ihe way that they interact with and use power 
in their daily lives remained the same, the 
world would only be made duller and more 
grey Trying to think intentionally about the 
essentia! elements of my values while 
continuing to grapple with and reassess them 
as I grow helps me focus on my goals and 
build relationships and structures in my life to 
support those goals in ways that are not 
loaded with aesthetic judgement. 

FREEDOM 

One of the values that I think about a lot is 
freedom So many peopie use this word in so 
many different ways that it’s meaning tends to 
fall apart when you look at it directly. One of 
the ways that I think about freedom is in terms 
of the autonomy each individual should have to 
construct/conduct their life as they see fit; that 
there is no right way to be in the world and that 
no person’s reality is more valid than anyone 
else’s The implication of this statement is 
anarchy — it is what gives people the strength 
to cast off the bonds of received knowledge 
and defy power hierarchies that do not 
acknowledge their own humanity. It also 
means that I am not able to stand unreservedly 
behind a unified vision of a revolutionary 
society. If I believe that there is no one right 
way to be in the world, then no program or 
plan can be applied to all people 

Another definition of freedom that i find 
compelling is the existentialist view of freedom 
as an internal process connected to choice, 


going to react to and be a part of the situations 
that occur in our lives, most of which lie 
outside our ability to control. This allows one to 
claim tneir freedom and embody it as they 
negotiate and create systems of meaning in 
the world, rather than to view freedom as a 
state that is to be achieved only in some 
distant future, after irksome struggles Taking 
responsibility for these choices makes one 
aware of their own power. It is not something 
that can be done for the sake of others, or for 
all time, Put that must be claimed and 
maintained by each person as they make their 
way through the world. 

The ramifications of radical autonomy are 
not safe or easy, they are at the heart of what 
peopie fear about anarchy. Without rules and 
powerful hierarchies looking out for society, 
what prevents everything from just falling 
apart? What will compel people to recognize 
any responsibility to themselves and others? 
For me, the answer is obvious, and grows out 
of the way that I think about the nature of my 
relationships. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

At the heart of feeling alive and engaged 
with the world is feeling connected to oneself 
and to others When I decided to become a 
radical and build my life in an unconventional 
way in order to escape the quiet desperation 
that I associated with a conventional life, I 
thought, on some unconscious levei. that 
changing what my life physically looked like 
was equivalent to changing the way that I 
emotionally engaged with the world. What I 
discovered was that even though I had found 
people whose lives more or less matched the 
broad strokes in my mind, I was still aching for 
a life I was not living. What I ached for was 
easv intimacv and shared trust, the ability for 


community with other wingnuts and radicals, 

and sometimes a similar aesthetic can 
lubricate the process of building intimacy, it’s 
just that the emotional work of building 
sustainable intimate relationships is hard, even 
with people who dress and act and talk like 
me, and it is possible, even with people who 
don’t. 

Often, political identities encourage people 
to ignore the health of their relationships. By 
shifting our focus to things very large and 
removed from our reality, political discourse 
runs the risk of allowing us an excuse to 
neglect the responsibility we have to be 
present in our own lives. If we are constantly 
aware of the abuse of governmental power but 
are unable to approach or confront the way 

Building sustainaMe 
intimate relationships is 
hard, even.with: people who 
dress and acct and talk 
like m &, and it is 
possible even with those 
who dom't, 

that power operates in our relationships with 
the people we love, how are we ever going to 
be able to create beautiful realities in the lives 
we have been given? If people you know and 
are connected to began to heal themselves 
and learned how to talk to each other — about 
power and pain, passion and death — and 
became confident and aware of the ways in 
which their words, actions, and relationships 
shape the world they end up living in, how 
much more vibrant and less despairing would 
vour existence be? 


easily hold on to. The ugliness of these 
systems is that they require shutting down our 
ability to recognize the humanity of people 
whose truth differs from the one we have 
connected ourselves to. Building substantial 
relationships in our lives that are based on 
trust and maintained through a mutual 
understanding of each other’s particular truth 
gives people a sense of security that is 
certainly more appealing to me than anything 
authoritarianism has to offer. a 

CONCLUSION W 

Having a sense of yourself and your own 
power, as well as the ways that you depend, in 
so many ways, on your connections to others 
is not about the music you listen to, the food 
you eat, how you dress, or how you dress your 
children. I believe that people best relate to 
one another when they can see their own 
humanity reflected in the other person This is 
not saying that everybody is really the same, 
but that no one is wholly ‘other’ A direct 
implication of this is that I put much more stock 
into trying to understand how another person 
sees their world than i do in categorizing 
peopie. i deeply question whether the model of 
identity is the best way for people to talk about 
their differences and similarities; it can often 
obscure more than it clarifies. Only by placing 
ourselves firmly in our bodies right now and 
taking responsibility for our power and our 
freedom, even when that process is painful, or 
seems impossible, are we ever going to create 
engaged communities of strong and beautiful 
peopie who are connected to each other in 
healthy ways. The trick, for me, is figuring out 
how to be in deeply intimate networks of 
relationships with people while still maintaining 
an individual sense of freedom, finding a way 
to hold autonomy and mutual aid in my hands 






loaded with aesthetic judgement. 

FREEDOM 

One of the values that I think about a lot is 
freedom. So many people use this word in so 
many different ways that it’s meaning tends to 
fall apart when you look at it directly. One of 
the ways that I think about freedom is in terms 
of the autonomy each individual should have to 
construct/conduct their life as they see fit; that 
there is no right way to be in the world and that 
no person’s reality is more valid than anyone 
else’s. The implication of this statement is 
anarchy — it is what gives people the strength 
to cast off the bonds of received knowledge 
and defy power hierarchies that do not 
acknowledge their own humanity. It also 
means that I am not able to stand unreservedly 
behind a unified vision of a revolutionary 
society. If I believe that there is no one right 
way to be in the world, then no program or 
plan can be applied to all people 

Another definition of freedom that i find 
compelling is the existentialist view of freedom 
as an internal process connected to choice, 
responsibility and passionate engagement. 
Choice, here, is not the choice between 
products or political leaders, but choosing how 
we react emotionally to the world. We exercise 
our freedom when we choose how we are 


people fear about anarchy Without rules and 
powerful hierarchies looking out for society, 
what prevents everything from just falling 
apart? What will compel people to recognize 
any responsibility to themselves and others? 
For me, the answer is obvious, and grows out 
of the way that I think about the nature of my 
relationships. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

At the heart of feeling alive and engaged 
with the world is feeling connected to oneself 
and to others When I decided to become a 
radical and build my life in an unconventional 
way in order to escape the quiet desperation 
that ! associated with a conventional life, I 
thought, on some unconscious levei. that 
changing what my life physically looked like 
was equivalent to changing the way that I 
emotionally engaged with the world. What I 
discovered was that even though I had found 
people whose lives more or less matched the 
broad strokes in my mind. I was still aching for 
a life I was not living. What I ached for was 
easy intimacy and shared trust, the ability for 
two people to expose a bit of their vulnerability 
to each other and come away stronger from 
the experience. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love living in a 
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are unable to approach or confront the way 

Building sustairaaMe 
intimate relationships is 
hard, evert.with 1 , people who 
dress and acrt and talk 
like me, and it is 
possible even with those 
who don't, 

that power operates in our relationships with 
the people we love, how are we ever going to 
be able to create beautiful realities in the lives 
we have been given? If people you know and 
are connected to began to heal themselves 
and learned how to talk to each other — about 
power and pain, passion and death — and 
became confident and aware of the ways in 
which their words, actions, and relationships 
shape the world they end up living in, how 
much more vibrant and less despairing would 
your existence be? 

The charm of authoritarian systems is often 
in their ability to act as a surrogate for real 
connectedness. They pacify people by giving 
them simple answers and something they can 
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you eat, how you dress, or how you dress your 
children. I believe that people best relate to 
one another when they can see their own 
humanity reflected in the other person. This is 
not saying that everybody is really the same, 
but that no one is wholly other’ A direct 
implication of this is that I put much more stock 
into trying to understand how another person 
sees their world than i do in categorizing 
people, i deeply question whether the model of 
identity is the best way for people to talk about 
their differences and similarities; it can often 
obscure more than it clarifies. Only by placing 
ourselves firmly in our bodies right now and 
taking responsibility for our power and our 
freedom, even when that process is painful, or 
seems impossible, are we ever going to create 
engaged communities of strong and beautiful 
peopie who are connected to each other in 
healthy ways. The trick, for me, is figuring out 
how to be in deeply intimate networks of 
relationships with people while still maintaining 
an individual sense of freedom, finding a way 
to hold autonomy and mutual aid in my hands 
at the same time without reeling from the 
cognitive dissonance 



Thanks to everyone who got a 2009 
Slingshot organizer — selling them enables us 
to publish and distribute this paper Perhaps in 
part because of the economic collapse, we 
have a ton of extra organizers hanging around 
looking for a home If you want to order some 
or know of someone who might want some, 
please let us know We're about 60 percent of 
the way to paying the printing bill, so if you 
lave an outstanding invoice, please pay us 
anything you can even if you can't afford to 
pay the whole bill. We realize many projects 
are on the verge of collapsing financially — 
hopefully we can all pull through this together. 
If you are an infoshop or bookstore with extra 
organizers that you want to return, please 
contact us before you physically return them 



make them all 
either laminated or non-laminated? 
The month-at-a-glance calendar 
makes the organizer 16 pages 
longer which increases the printing 
bill by about 10%. We could add it 
to the spiral calendar in 2010 but 



Work on the 2010 organizei win biait in 

June. We send it to the printer in mid-August 
Please send us cover art, corrections, 
additions, historical dates, ideas for features, 
doodles, radical contacts, and/or move to the 
Bay Area to join our collective by July 31 If 
you tnink the organizer is hard to use, you can 
make some pages next year that address the 
problems. The 2010 organizer will be 
available October 1,2009 


Finally, because we have so many extra 
organizers hanging around, we would like to 
figure out ways to give some extra organizers 
away to projects that could get them out to 
people who wouldn't otherwise have access to 
the organizer or who could not afford to pay for 
it — think inmates, oppressed high school 
students, homeless, etc. Contact us if you 
have any ideas 


Seeftnj -for-flu. 
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we react emotionally to the world. We exercise 
our freedom when we choose how we are 
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Don’t get me wrong, 


connectedness they pacify people by giving 
love living in a them simple answers and something they can 



Thanks to everyone who got a 2009 
Slingshot organizer — selling them enables us 
to publish and distribute this paper Perhaps in 
part because of the economic collapse, we 
have a ton of extra organizers hanging around 
looking for a home If you want to order some 
or know of someone who might want some, 
please let us know We're about 60 percent of 
the way to paying the printing bill, so if you 
;iave an outstanding invoice, please pay us 
anything you can even if you can't afford to 
pay the whole bill. We realize many projects 
are on the verge of collapsing financially — 
hopefully we can all pull through this together. 
If you are an infoshop or bookstore with extra 
organizers that you want to return, please 
contact us before you physically return them 
since we're so overstocked 
We tried a few new things in the 2009 
organizer and we would love to get feedback 
on whether we should try them again in 2010 
(assuming a revolution or famine prior to 2010 
doesn't make next year's organizer a moot 
point.) If you noticed, liked, or didn't like these 
changes, drop us a card or email to let us 
Know. 

• Laminated cover for pocket organizer, 
good, bad or didn't notice 

• Month-at-a-glance calendars in pocket 
organizer good, bad or didn't notice 

• Lay flat binding in pocket organizer: 
good, bad or didn’t notice 

Each of these features costs extra money 
and uses additional natural resources. The 
lamination uses plastic, which we don't like, 
out if it keeps the organizer from falling apart it 
may be worth it. This year we did half 
laminated and half non-laminated so people 
could decide which they liked better. Should 
we make both kinds again next year or just 



make them all 
either laminated or non-laminated? 
The month-at-a-glance calendar 
makes the organizer 16 pages 
longer which increases the printing 
bill by about 10%. We could add it 
to the spiral calendar in 2010 but 
we might have to raise the price 
because the spiral calendar is 
already expensive to print and bind 
Do you think it is worth it? 

We've noticed a few mistakes in 
the 2009 organizer and we're sorry 
about them: 

• We got the wrong address for a 
zine listed in our zine reading list: 
Cracks in the Concrete is really at 
PO Box 2748 Tucson. AZ 85702 

• We mistakenly described the 
subject matter of POZ magazine — 
it is about people living with 
HIV/AIDS. 

• The wrong date was given for 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti’s birthday, 
his real birthday is March 24 He 
turns “90.” 

Let us know if you spot any otheri 
errors 



Work on the 2010 organi^ei wiii bian m 
June. We send it to the printer in mid-August 
Please send us cover art, corrections, 
additions, historical dates, ideas for features, 
doodles, radical contacts, and/or move to the 
Bay Area to join our collective by July 31. If 
you think the organizer is hard to use, you can 
make some pages next year that address the 
problems. The 2010 organizer will be 
available October 1,2009 


Finally, because we have so many extra 
organizers hanging around, we would like to 
figure out ways to give some extra organizers 
away to projects that could get them out to 
people who wouldn't otherwise have access to 
the organizer or who could not afford to pay for 
it — think inmates, oppressed high school 
students, homeless, etc. Contact us if you 
have any ideas 



Seeftrtj -for-Hu. 



Slingshot will award its fourth annual Award 
for Lifetime Achievement (the Golden Wingnut) 
at its 21th birthday party on Friday, March 13 
at 3124 Shattuck. in Berkeley (8 pm) The 
winner will have their biography featured in our 
next issue, and will receive a wingnut trophy 
and wingnut super-hero outfit Slingshot 
created the Wingnut prize to recognize direct 
action radicals who have dedicated their lives 
to the struggle for alternatives to the current 
self-destructing system. Wingnut is the term 
some of us use to refer to folks who walk on 
the wild side of reality — rejecting social, 
political and economic norms while fighting for 
a different world A wingnut is more than just 
another boring radical, and more than just a 
nutcase — he or she is a blend of the best 
parts of both 


We're looking for nominations for the 2009 
prize An individual has to be currently alive 
and must have at least 25 years of service to 
get the award. Please send your nominations 
by 5 p m on March 1 along with why a 
particular person should be awarded the 
wingnut title for 2009 to 3124 Shattuck Ave 
Berkeley, CA 94705 or slingshot@tao.ca. 



















By Byron The Bulb 

Long before Coke, Pepsi, or any other soft 
drink, people were brewing their own small, 
(less alcoholic), beers for the "Pause that 
refreshes ” Shakespeare was noted to have 
drunk small beer and a recipe for it is found in 
George Washington’s notebooks. In Colonial 
America these small beers were generally 
brewed from herbs, berries and bark, with 
each individual having their own recipe. They 
were originally brewed for celebrations and 
family reunions. They were never intended to 
be stored away in casks or bottles. Early 
American industrialists, ever greedy for new 
products to sell, substituted forced carbonation 
for natural fermentation, longer shelf life, and 
marketed these beers as Birch Beer, 
Sarsaparilla, Ginger Beer and Root Beer This 
article will show you how to brew an original 
simple root beer using roots, herbs, spices, 
and/or using a commercial extract. I’ve fucked 
ud these recipes a few times (as well as 


Sarsaparilla Wintergreen, and a little bit of 
allspice. 

Sassafras root-bark, 5 oz / 5 Gallon 
Sarsaparilla, 5 oz / 5 Gallon 
Wintergreen 5 oz / 5 Gallon 
Whole Allspice 1 1/4 oz / 5 Gallon 


Below is a list of common flavoring 
ingredients I’ve compiled from a number of 
different recipes. The final root/herb mixture 
should be about 3 - 4 oz / Gallon. The spices 
should be adjusted to taste 
Burdock root 
Dandelion root 
Ginger root 

Hops (go light on the hops it's pretty strong 
and can easily overwhelm the other flavors) 
Juniper berries 
Prickly Ash bark 
Spicewood 
Spikenard root 
Wild Cherry bark 
Yellow Dock, Yellow Dock root 
Stick Cinnamon 
Licorice root 
Star Anise 
Vanilla bean 
Coriander seed 


Step #2 Add a few handfuls of raisins to 5 
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sweetener. Honey ferments very slowly and 
you probably don’t want to wait the months it 
will take to drink your finished product (See the 
"Drink Mead" article in Slingshot issue #69). 

Step #5 Wait until the tea has become 
lukewarm, (about the temperature ot a nice but 
not too hot bath). Dissolve the yeast in 'A cup 
of lukewarm water, then stir and let sit for a 
few minutes. Add this yeast mixture to your 
root beer tea and mix thoroughly. You can use 
bread yeast, but the yeast greatly effects the 
final flavor so my suggestion is that you 
experiment with the many different brewing 
yeasts available. 

Most ale yeasts ferment fairly quickly and 
become inactive once your root beer is 
refrigerated (no exploding bottles). 
Champagne yeast works slower, but the 
bubbles are also smaller and produces a 
fizzier brew . However, champagne yeast, (as 
well as bread and lager yeasts), continue to 
work even after refrigeration. So you don’t 
want to leave the bottles in the refrigerator for 
three months if you’re using these yeasts. 

Step #6 Cover the container and wait for at 
least a day. The yeast will start eating the 
sugar and huge amounts of carbonation and 
foam will result and then subside After the 
foaming subsides, is time to bottle. 

The resulting beverage will contain between 
2% and 5% alcohol. If you don’t want to 
consume alcohol or are just in hurry to drink 
this, you can skip this initial fermentation and 
proceed directly to bottling. While there will still 
be alcohol in the finished product, it will be a 
•/ery minimal amount (less than 1%). Most 


If you’re one of those non-alcoholic folks 
that skipped step #6, I suggest you bottle your 
brew with the plastic instead of glass bottles. 
Your brew will ferment in the bottles much 
faster than the alcoholic stuff and give the 
nasty bacteria less time to to reproduce and 
dominate your brew and there will be a much 
L higher possibility of exploding bottles. (Once, 

! forgot that the root beer I was brewing was 
h supposed to be non-alcoholic and left the brew 

J outside for three weeks. Almost all of the glass 
, bottles and the top of the picnic cooler they 
were stored in exploded. An incredibly sticky 
mess and I’m still finding shards of glass.) 

Whether you using glass or plastic bottles, 
fill each bottle to within about 1 Vi to 2 inches 
l from the top 

l If you are planning to serve your root beer 
at a large party you might try fermenting your 
root beer into one of those stainless steel beer 
kegs instead of bottling it. I’ve never tried this 
method, but it should work. 

Step #8 Place the bottles on their side in a 
d cool dry place. This should take approximately 
I two to three weeks for the standard root beer 
and two to four days for the N/A, (if you're 
using the plastic bottles, the sides of the bottle 
should feel hard after a forceful squeeze), and 
refrigerate for twelve hours. If the drink is not 
bubbly enough, simply let the remaining brew 
stay outside until it is. 

Step #9 Now, you can't drink all 5 gallons of 
root beer by yourself. So, throw a big party! 


I 
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By Byron The Bulb 

Long before Coke, Pepsi, or any other soft 
drink, people were brewing their own small, 
(less alcoholic), beers for the "Pause that 
refreshes ” Shakespeare was noted to have 
drunk small beer and a recipe for it is found in 
George Washington’s notebooks. In Colonial 
America these small beers were generally 
brewed from herbs, berries and bark, with 
each individual having their own recipe. They 
were originally brewed for celebrations and 
family reunions. They were never intended to 
be stored away in casks or bottles. Early 
American industrialists, ever greedy for new 
products to sell, substituted forced carbonation 
for natural fermentation, longer shelf life, and 
marketed these beers as Birch Beer, 
Sarsaparilla, Ginger Beer and Root Beer This 
article will show you how to brew an original 
simple root beer using roots, herbs, spices, 
and/or using a commercial extract. I’ve fucked 
up these recipes a few times (as well as 
exploding a few bottles), so I’ll list any mishaps 
I've had in each step, so that you can avoid 
repeating my mistakes 


To create 5 gallons of Root Beer: 

Before starting, I can't emphasize the 
importance of having all of your equipment 
clean. Bacteria can easily contaminate your 
root beer and make it really nasty. 
Scrupulously wash all of your bottles, pots and 
other equipment and rinse with hot water, 
unless you want your root beer to taste like old 
socks. 

If you’re using commercial root beer extract, 
(obtained from your local brewing supply store 
or off of the internet), proceed to step #4, 
substituting lukewarm water for the root-beer 
tea. Be sure to add the commercial extract to 
the sugars before dissolving them into the 


water. 

One of the primary ingredients in all of the: 
following recipes is sassafras root bark, which 
contains safrole. Safrole is listed as a 
carcinogenic by the Food and Drug 
Administration because it causes cancer in 
laboratory rats. However, those of you who 
view the FDA’s pronouncements with a bit of 
skepticism might note that Sassafras root bark 
was commonly used by the Native Americans 
and is still brewed as a tea and tonic in the 
Southern United States. The fact that Safrole 
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ingredients I've compiled from a number of 
different recipes. The final root/herb mixture 
should be about 3 ~ 4 oz / Gallon The spices 
should be adjusted to taste 
Burdock root 
Dandelion root 
Ginger root 

Hops (go light on the hops it’s pretty strong 
and can easily overwhelm the other flavors) 

Juniper berries 
Prickly Ash bark 
Spicewood 
Spikenard root 
Wild Cherry bark 
Yellow Dock, Yellow Dock root 
Stick Cinnamon 
Licorice root 
Star Anise 
Vanilla bean 
Coriander seed 


Step #2 Add a few handfuls of raisins to 5 
gallons of cold water and bring to a boil. Add 
the herbs, roots and spices, just like making a 
tea. Then immediately reduce the heat and 
simmer for the next twenty minutes or so. 

I find it a lot easier to wrap the herbs and 
roots in a pre-boiled large undyed cotton bag 
rather than placing them directly to the boiling 
water. This makes the next step, (filtration), 
much easier 

Do not continue to boil the water after 
you’ve added the root/herb mixture or it’ll taste 
like tree bark!!!! 

Step #3 Filter the mixture into a second 
container. You can accomplish this by pouring 
the mixture through a several layers of boiled 
cheese cloth or boiled flannel placed in the 
bottom a large sieve. As an alternate method, 

, you can just use a standard coffee filter and a 
i lot of patience. 

t Do not skip this step. If you have particulate 
i matter in your root beer, the finished product 
• will erupt from the bottle. When I opened a 
■ bottle once, the resulting geyser splashed 
1 against a twelve-foot high ceiling. 

1 Step #4 Dissolve 4 pounds of cane sugar 
‘ into the tea. Substitute brown sugar, molasses, 
' malt and/or honey for part or all of the cane 
! sugar. 


Most ale yeasts ferment fairly quickly and 
become inactive once your root beer is 
refrigerated (no exploding bottles). 
Champagne yeast works slower, but the 
bubbles are also smaller and produces a 
fizzier brew . However, champagne yeast, (as 
well as bread and lager yeasts), continue to 
work even after refrigeration. So you don’t 
want to leave the bottles in the refrigerator for 
three months if you're using these yeasts. 

Step #6 Cover the container and wait for at 
least a day. The yeast will start eating the 
sugar and huge amounts of carbonation and 
foam will result and then subside. After the 
foaming subsides, is time to bottle. 

The resulting beverage will contain between 
2% and 5% alcohol. If you don’t want to 
consume alcohol or are just in hurry to drink 
this, you can skip this initial fermentation and 
proceed directly to bottling. While there will still 
be alcohol in the finished product, it will be a 
■/ery minimal amount (less than 1%). Most 
people’s bodies metabolize alcohol so quickly 
that you'd have to drink a gallon at once in 
order to feel any affect.. 

Step #7 Bottle it. You can buy a bottle- 
capper and caps from your local brew supply 
store and recycled glass bottles that don’t have 
twist-off tops. As an alternative, you can use 
plastic screw-top bottles. Plastic screw top 
bottles are an increasingly popular choice 
because they minimize the potential of 
exploding bottles. However, recycled plastic 
bottles will always retain some of the flavor of 
their original contents, they don’t get as clean 
y as glass, and there are limited number of times 
A you can reuse the plastic bottles. 
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method, but it should work. 2 

Step #8 Place the bottles on their side in a Jj 
cool dry place. This should take approximately 
two to three weeks for the standard root beer 4 
and two to four days for the N/A, (if you're •* 
using the plastic bottles, the sides of the bottle *’ 
should feel hard after a forceful squeeze), and 
refrigerate for twelve hours. If the drink is not 
bubbly enough, simply let the remaining brew 
stay outside until it is. 

Step #9 Now, you can’t drink all 5 gallons of 
root beer by yourself. So, throw a big party! 







If you are in the Baltimore area in late 
March, the “City from Below: A Call For 
Particination” will be held on March 27 through 





repealing my misia*eb. 

To create 5 gallons of Root Beer: 

Before starting, I can't emphasize the 
importance of having all of your equipment 
clean. Bacteria can easily contaminate your 
root beer and make it really nasty. 
Scrupulously wash all of your bottles, pots and 
other equipment and rinse with hot water, 
unless you want your root beer to taste like old 
socks. 

If you’re using commercial root beer extract, 
(obtained from your local brewing supply store 
or off of the internet), proceed to step #4, 
substituting lukewarm water for the root-beer 
tea. Be sure to add the commercial extract to 
the sugars before dissolving them into the 
water. 

One of the primary ingredients in all of the: 
following recipes is sassafras root bark, which 
contains safrole. Safrole is listed as a 
carcinogenic by the Food and Drug 
Administration because it causes cancer in 
laboratory rats. However, those of you who 
view the FDA’s pronouncements with a bit of 
skepticism might note that Sassafras root bark 
was commonly used by the Native Americans 
and is still brewed as a tea and tonic in the 
Southern United States. The fact that Safrole 
can be used as precursor to synthesize 
several Hallucinogenic drugs might have also 
have something to do with the continuing ban. 

Step #1 Start by gathering the roots, herbs 
and spices for brewing a root beer tea. You 
can buy these from your local herbal supply 
and/or health food store, but a better way is to 
harvest most of them yourself. 

Sassafras root-bark in particular should be 
foraged. The brew tastes much more flavorful 
and less woody than that made using the dried 
root bark sold in stores. Sassafras has a wide 
distribution range throughout the eastern 
United States and is commonly found in scrub 
woods, abandoned playing fields, and along 
roadsides In fact, you can even find it Central 
Park in New York City. But you shouldn’t 
forage the roots from road-sides because of 
lead contamination. Also avoid harvesting any 
root bark in the late spring, unless you like the 
taste of brewed tree saD. 


simmer for the next twenty minutes or so. 

I find it a lot easier to wrap the herbs and 
roots in a pre-boiled large undyed cotton bag 
rather than placing them directly to the boiling 
water. This makes the next step, (filtration), 
much easier. 

Do not continue to boil the water after 
you’ve added the root/herb mixture or it’ll taste 
like tree bark!!!! 

Step #3 Filter the mixture into a second 
container You can accomplish this by pouring 
the mixture through a several layers of boiled 
cheese cloth or boiled flannel placed in the 
bottom a large sieve. As an alternate method, 
you can just use a standard coffee filter and a 
lot of patience. 

Do not skip this step. If you have particulate 
matter in your root beer, the finished product 
will erupt from the bottle. When I opened a 
bottle once, the resulting geyser splashed 
against a twelve-foot high ceiling. 

Step #4 Dissolve 4 pounds of cane sugar 
into the tea. Substitute brown sugar, molasses, 
malt and/or honey for part or all of the cane 
sugar. 


Step #7 Bottle it. You can buy a bottle- 
capper and caps from your local brew supply 
store and recycled glass bottles that don’t have 
twist-off tops. As an alternative, you can use 
plastic screw-top bottles. Plastic screw top 
bottles are an increasingly popular choice 
because they minimize the potential of 
exploding bottles. However, recycled plastic 
bottles will always retain some of the flavor of 
their original contents, they don't get as clean 
as glass, and there are limited number of times , 
^ you can reuse the plastic bottles. 










If you are in the Baltimore area in late 
March, the “City from Below: A Call For 
Participation" will be held on March 27 through 
29 at 2640, a local grassroots community 
icenter and arts venue. 

City From Below focuses on social justice 
; issues for “organizing against global 
capitalism,” and will include themes such as 
gentrification, policing, incarceration, tenants 
rights and squatting. At the time of print, no 
more submissions for proposals on workshops 

fare being accepted, but log onto the website 
(http, //illvox. org /2008/11 /30/the-city-from- 
below-a-call-for-participation/) for more 
information. 

The focus of the conference is to organize a 
dialogue for academics and activists: a 
reappropriation of materials and repossession 
of rights and reclamation of art and space 
i Read Cindy Millstein's “Reappropriating the 
Imagination" in its entirety on the Slingshot 
iwebsite. 
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Hops (go light on the hops it’s pretty strong 
and can easily overwhelm the other flavors) 
Juniper berries 
Prickly Ash bark 
Spicewood 
Spikenard root 
Wild Cherry bark 
Yellow Dock, Yellow Dock root 
Stick Cinnamon 
Licorice root 
Star Anise 
Vanilla bean 
Coriander seed 

Step #2 Add a few handfuls of raisins to 5 
gallons of cold water and bring to a boil. Add 
the herbs, roots and spices, just like making a 
tea. Then immediately reduce the heat and 
simmer for the next twenty minutes or so. 

I find it a lot easier to wrap the herbs and 
roots in a pre-boiled large undyed cotton bag 
rather than placing them directly to the boiling 
water. This makes the next step, (filtration), 
much easier. 

Do not continue to boil the water after 
you’ve added the root/herb mixture or it’ll taste 
like tree bark!!!! 

Step #3 Filter the mixture into a second 
container. You can accomplish this by pouring 
the mixture through a several layers of boiled 
cheese cloth or boiled flannel placed in the 
bottom a large sieve. As an alternate method, 

, you can just use a standard coffee filter and a 
i lot of patience. 

> Do not skip this step. If you have particulate 
< matter in your root beer, the finished product 
• will erupt from the bottle. When I opened a 
' bottle once, the resulting geyser splashed 
against a twelve-foot high ceiling. 

Step #4 Dissolve 4 pounds of cane sugar 
into the tea. Substitute brown sugar, molasses, 
malt and/or honey for part or all of the cane 


work even after refrigeration. So you don't 
want to leave the bottles in the refrigerator for 
three months if you’re using these yeasts. 

Step #6 Cover the container and wait for at 
least a day. The yeast will start eating the 
sugar and huge amounts of carbonation and 
foam will result and then subside. After the 
foaming subsides, is time to bottle. 

The resulting beverage will contain between 
2% and 5% alcohol. If you don’t want to 
consume alcohol or are just in hurry to drink 
this, you can skip this initial fermentation and 
proceed directly to bottling. While there will still 
be alcohol in the finished product, it will be a 
•/ery minimal amount (less than 1%). Most 
people’s bodies metabolize alcohol so quickly 
that you’d have to drink a gallon at once in 
order to feel any affect.. 

Step #7 Bottle it. You can buy a bottle- 
capper and caps from your local brew supply 
store and recycled glass bottles that don’t have 
twist-off tops. As an alternative, you can use 
plastic screw-top bottles. Plastic screw top 
bottles are an increasingly popular choice 
because they minimize the potential of 
exploding bottles. However, recycled plastic 
bottles will always retain some of the flavor of 
their original contents, they don’t get as clean 
y as glass, and there are limited number of times 
j you can reuse the plastic bottles. 
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refrigerate for twelve hours. If the drink is not 
bubbly enough, simply let the remaining brew 
stay outside until it is. 

Step #9 Now, you can’t drink all 5 gallons of 
root beer by yourself. So, throw a big party! 


ns , sugar. 







If you are in the Baltimore area in late 
March, the “City from Below: A Call For 
Participation" will be held on March 27 through 
29 at 2640, a local grassroots community 
Icenter and arts venue. 

City From Below focuses on social justice 
issues for "organizing against global 
[capitalism," and will include themes such as 
gentrification, policing, incarceration, tenants' 
rights and squatting. At the time of print, no 
more submissions for proposals on workshops 

are being accepted, but log onto the website 
(http: //illvox. org /2008/11 /30/the-city-from- 
below-a-call-for-participation/) for more 
information. 

The focus of the conference is to organize a 
dialogue for academics and activists: a: 
reappropriation of materials and repossession, 
of rights and reclamation of art and space I 
Read Cindy Millstein's “Reappropriating the| 
Imagination” in its entirety on the Slingshot 
website. 
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FEBRUARY 

February 21 • 7:30 

Justice for the SF8! Black Panthers Fight 
Government Persecution .... Again. Panel & 
Video. 625 Larkin Street, Suite 202, SF $3 
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February 21 • 11 am 

Your Rights Training by CoDwatch 2022 




M 

kfair Liberty Hall 




h 8 

>n3t Women's Dj 

Slingshot new volunteer meeting - 3124 
Shattuck Ave. Berkeley 

March 13 • 8 pm 

Slingshot's 21st birthday party - music, food, 
free 3124 Shattuck Ave Berkeley 

March 13 * MM 

k SF 



Anarchist Cafe Open Mic Martin 

BBKBSH , (Q 

March 14*15 

San Francisco Anarchist Book Faire - San 
Francisco County Fair Building, 9th & Lincoln 

March 15 * 10 am - 6 pm 

Berkeley Anarchist Students of Theory and 
Research & Development (BASTARD) 
conference. UC Berkeley sfbay-anarehists.org 

March 27 • b pm 

San Francisco Critical Mass bike ride (last 
Friday each month) Justin Herman Plaza 

March 27 - 29 

City from Below conference Baltimore, MD 
illvox.org (See page 19) 


APRIL 

Fossil Fool's Day - organize an action in your 
area or check wwww.fossilfoolsday.org 

April 11 • 3 pm 

Article deadline for Slingshot issue #100 -, 

April ii -12 i—i II rj 

New York anarchist Book faire-55 
Washington Square South, Manhattan 

pril ?- 

Finding our R^pfs An^ _ 

loyolla University. Chrarag !L . 

April 18-26 l 

People's park 40th anniversary weeklong 
events culminating in a ccjncert on the 26th 

MAY 

May 

lnte$iiijl!flaal War 
F|m Festival around this da 

j Bnrinrrr , 

Anarchist Movement Conference London 

May 

Montrea, Anarchist Bookfair - CEDA center 
Montreal, Canada www.anarchistbookfair ca 

ANDSO ON 

June 11*14 

Reuniting, Recreating & Relocalizing 2009 
healthcare justice conference Renick. West 
Virginiawww.peacecommunities.org/reuniting 

June 24*28 

Anarchist Ideas in Russia Conference St 
Petersburg (Birth place of Mikhail Bakunin) 

July 

Protest the 35th annual G8 summit 
Maddelena. Italy 













